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Introduction
Over the last three decades teaching English to young learners has changed a lot. In general experts have become more focused on primary school pupils and consequently on methods, materials and approaches to be used in teaching English.
In this article I want to focus on the importance of acquisition chunks of language in a natural, non-conscious way. This process is very similar to that by which a mother tongue is acquired. Though there are some differences due to the learners´ native language, they are less striking than similarities. In general they can be overcome by the use of short text; sayings, proverbs, nursery rhymes etc.

1          The role of short authentic texts

Motivation is what every teacher has to take into account if they are concerned about creating the best possible acquisition environment for pupils. In other words what motivates pupils at home can be successfully applied in the classroom whatever subject is taught. Language teaching and learning has a great advantage over other subjects as pupils can “do things with new language” similarly as they do with mother tongue (Homolová, 2009).
I would like to focus on, let’s say, one of the shortest and simplest examples of authentic texts
that can be directly used with young learners – sayings, proverbs, nursery rhymes, and songs.
They are authentic texts and though their vocabulary and grammar are not simplified for learner’s level, they are more or less accessible for classroom use; they are usually very short and use simple language. Another characteristic is an ability to focus on a specific instance of language and culture and “common sense” in the form of pieces of advice (proverbs and sayings). All these texts can be accompanied by visuals and physical movement – aspects which are of great importance for young learners. They can be successfully used for indirect learning and later for direct teaching. Moreover they contribute considerably to the acquisition and memorization of English without stress and tense. In any class the teacher should cater for variety of learning styles (visual, auditory, tactile) and multiple intelligences. It is obvious that short authentic texts can provide pupils with multisensory learning.

2          The characteristics of texts

These texts offer the attraction and memorability of rhyme and rhythm, with a fair amount of repetition. Repetition in general makes acquisition more effective and contributes to memorising of the text. They present grammar, vocabulary, collocations and idioms in action and provide a lively context.
 Many times it is possible to relate them to language items appearing in the syllabus or textbook. The teacher can use them as warm-up activities or round up activities for reinforcement or recall. Longer texts (e.g. songs) can be used for listening comprehension and can be accompanied also by physical activity. Pupils can sing in chorus, teams, groups, pairs or as individuals. Such texts therefore afford maximum participation to the learners.
Moreover they provide more attractive material for learning by heart than dialogues, list of vocabulary items or prose passages. Another advantage is that they allow for mime and dramatisation (Javorčíková, 2013). Undoubtedly, young learners love drawing and colouring which are activities that can be related to text of rhymes and songs and used to developing learners´ creativity.
Many texts can serve as a spring-board to developing cultural awareness on a very basic level such as comparing proverbs or sayings with Slovak ones. On the one hand characteristics mentioned reveal positives aspects of the given texts. On the other hand the teacher should be aware of some dangers:
· Traditional texts can contain archaic or dialectic words, structures, idioms and expressions.
· They can be irrelevant to pupils with contemporary interests.
· Some rhymes and songs contain unusual structures e.g. word-order. 

Though there are some disadvantages, advantages of using this type of texts with young learners prevail and create humanistic learning environment for acquiring English.

3          Learning by heart
As we have already mention, learning by heart is a favourite activity which pupils practise subconsciously without almost any effort. This activity should not be forced on learners and the teacher should create conditions in which pupils learn the text by heart without “knowing they are learning”. 
For young learners singing in English is easier than speaking and an attractive rhythm or tune spontaneously invites their participation. Moreover it positively influences the affective side of learners. The pleasant change in learning activities offered by a rhyme or a song should in itself be a motivating factor, while the fact that it can be done naturally in chorus should be an additional encouragement to the less confident and shy pupils.
 In case the pupils do not participate it usually means that the language or tune is unsuitable, too difficult or unfamiliar. Therefore the teacher should carefully consider the length and level of the text.
By learning by heart the teacher encourages indirect learning as the pupils are involved in listening to, repeating and accompanying the texts with activities such as physical movements, drama, mime and/or drawing. They recite, sing and produce language only if they wish.
The teaching should cover the following stages:
· The learners listen to the song/rhyme several times.
· They repeat chunks of the text together with the teacher or recording in chorus
· The teacher can support remembering by visual clues (pictures, mime, sequence of movements)
· Learners recite/sing in pairs, groups or individually
· Later, when pupils can read, reading aloud and reading comprehension can be practised. 
· The teacher should not forget to praise pupils and give them positive feedback as often as possible
As pupils have a short memory span it is advisable to revise the piece of text as often as possible during a certain period of time and later remind them the text again.
Learning by heart can be supported by some TPR techniques[footnoteRef:1]. By using imperatives in shorts poems and acting those out with the teacher can create memorable experience in the process of acquiring English. [1:  TPR – Total Physical Response Method] 

Example:

	I place my hands on my head,
	On my shoulders,
	On my face,
	On my hips,
	And at my side,
	Then behind me they will hide,
	I will hold them up so high,
	Quickly make my fingers fly,
	Hold them out in front of me,
	Swiftly clap them. One,two three.

						See: Hanšpachová- Křížová, p. 90
	

4          Methodological principles in introducing short authentic texts in the lesson
According to Asher (2000) the basic principles of teaching young learners are as follows:
· Understanding the spoken language must come before speaking
· Understanding is developed through body movements
· Listening creates readiness to produce language
By using short authentic texts the teacher can fulfil the principles mentioned above. Nevertheless before the teacher uses any text, a careful planning and preparation is needed.
The following points need to be established:
· The reason for using a text should correspond to the aim and objectives of the lesson
· The length and level of language of the text should correspond to the level of attainment of the learners
· The familiarity of the topic, similarity with the text in mother tongue
· Possibility of using additional material such as visuals, toys, coloured pencils
· Possibility of accompanying the text with physical activities (number of learners in the class, space behind/in front of the desks etc.)
· Techniques for presentation of unfamiliar language items
· How learners will be organized (pairs, groups etc.)
· The time to be spent on the activity
· The desired outcome – what learners should know after the lesson is over

As Straková (2011) points out most common activities for developing listening that we can use with shorts authentic texts are:
Listen and repeat – pupils repeat short rhymes, poems, chants after the teacher /recording
Listen and act- pupils perform the actions (see example above)
Listen and colour or draw pupils follow the teacher´s instructions and colour/draw thing

In general we can state that the progress from the silent period to productive period is long and needs its time. Nevertheless the basic principle in teaching young learners is the necessity of presenting English in a playful and easy way, in order to reach the effect of unintentional learning.
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Summary
V procese výučby angličtiny v primárnom vzdelávaní  je jedným z hlavných princípov vytvorenie pozitívneho vzťahu žiaka k jazyku, čo je možné uskutočniť prostredníctvom takého prostredia, v ktorom žiak nepociťuje stres a tlak, ale prirodzenými aktivitami a veku primeranou činnosťou si žiak nepriamo osvojuje jazyk. Činnosti, ktoré žiaci radi robia v materinskom jazyku a nepociťujú ich ako „učenie“, je možné preniesť aj na hodiny angličtiny. Môžu nám na to slúžiť krátke literárne útvary rýmovačky, popevky, riekanky, porekadlá a detské pesničky.
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