SEMINAR 2

HANS HOLBEIN: KEY CONCEPTS & IDEAS

· a representative of northern realism in 16th century European painting

· his paintings were masterpieces of observation

· his was an art of unadorned, understated realism

· produced art that was earth-bound, rooted in observed truth

· paintings characterised by strong lines of draughtsmanship 

· painted without flattery, fitting the bill of the newly established Protestant elite

· was the Northern opposite of the sensuous art of Van Dyck

VOCABULARY TO DESCRIBE HOLBEIN AND HIS PAINTINGS
· to sit for one’s portrait  
· a delicate, abstract tracery of vine leaves  
· a starling perched on a branch
· not a flattering transformation of one’s sitter
· the immediacy of (a painter’s) portraits
· to be withdrawn and a touch melancholic  

· his art embodied Britishness itself: common sense, precision, empiricism and determination

· Holbein’s sitter had a capacity for inward reflection and a consciousness of responsibility  

· an unpronounced nose  

· to have a likeness taken  

· a court painter to Henry VIII  

· a dagger at one’s waist  
· to be carted around in a contraption  
· to convey the weightiness of sb’s body 
· to be sb’s finest painting

· to be affected by the Protestant Reformation

· to plead with someone to do sth

· a painting renowned for its symbolism
· to determine the angle of the sun from the horizon

· to give a reading of the time

· clues to the identity of the two men

· to have a broken string

· a badge on the hat

· to be partially concealed

· a distorted skull at the bottom of the painting

· to be a reminder of death

· to a pun on sb’s name
