HISTORY AND CULTURE OF THE UNITED STATES (The English Language & Literature, Translator & Interpreter Distance Study Programme)
History of the United States test questions

N. B.
Please note that the parenthetic references in brackets do not represent an exhaustive list of the points you should cover. They only refer to the issues you should not omit in answering a particular question.
1. Describe the origins and development of Jamestown settlement in the early decades of the 17th century.
2. Discuss the gradual development of Puritan society in the area of the Massachusetts Bay Colony in the 17th century (Include John Winthrop, Puritan society, dissension, Anne Hutchinson, Salem Witch Trials.)
3. Discuss the causes, course and effects of the American War of Independence (British taxation policies after 1763, Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, The First and Second Continental Congresses, Lexington and Concord, Common Sense, French assistance, Yorktown, the Treaty of Paris.)
4. Analyse the Declaration of Independence looking at its structure, arguments and historical background.
5. Explain the origins and describe the structure of the federal government and its constituent branches as they were devised at the Constitutional Convention in 1787.

6. Explain what the Indian Removal was, look at its causes and major developments and assess its consequences for the future existence of the Indian tribes of the American Southeast.

7. Explain the significance of the American belief in the “Manifest Destiny” and describe the major territorial acquisitions of the United States in the first half of the 19th century (The Republic of Texas, Oregon Fever, the Mexican War.)

8. Explain how the frontier of white settlement moved from the Appalachian Mountains to the Pacific coast with the emphasis on the Gold Rush of 1849 and  the ordeal endured by the ‘forty-niners’

9. Characterize the political arguments, personal attitudes and the enacted legislation related to the slavery debate in the period before the Civil War (The issue of westward expansion, Northwest Ordinance, Fugitive Slave Act, the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Personal Liberty Laws, Dred Scott.)
10. Discuss the Emancipation Proclamation, its historical background as well as its significance and criticisms within the context of the Civil War.

11. Talk about the major political developments of the Reconstruction period (Lincoln’s reconstruction plan and his assassination, Johnson’s plan, the Congressional plan, Black Codes, Radical Republicans, 14th Amendment, Reconstruction Act of 1867, 15th Amendment.)
12. Describe the effects of the Industrial Revolution, scientific and technological innovation on the development of the U.S. economy in the second half of the 19th century (inventions, iron and steel industries, corporations, revolution in agriculture.)
13. Discuss the patterns of immigration to the United States, its particular effects as well as the overall influence on the development of the country between 1865 and 1914.
14. Describe the plight of the Plains Indians and the gradual loss of their ancestral land in the second half of the 19th century (The Dakota Gold Rush, the Battle of the Little Big Horn, ‘Custer’s Last Stand’, the Wounded Knee massacre, the Indian Citizenship Act.)
15. Illustrate the changes American cities underwent in the 19th century using the example of Chicago (The White City, skyscrapers, the transit system, suburbs, slums, sweatshops.)
16. Discuss the Progressive Era, its beginnings, political figures and notable achievements (Include muckrakers’ activities, legislative measures of T. Roosevelt and W. Wilson.)
17. What revolutionary changes occurred in the U.S. automotive industry at the beginning of the 20th century and what significance did they have for American society (Include Henry Ford, mass production & the assembly line, labour conditions, the River Rouge plant)?
18. Analyze Wilson’s Fourteen Points in detail (Include background & preparation, peace negotiations, outcome, the League, attitudes of Congress.)
19. Characterize the 1920s in the United States in terms of their general atmosphere, government economic policies, living standards as well as the major cultural issues of the period.
20. Discuss the causes and the extent of the Great Depression up to 1933. (Include the Republican administrations of the 1920s, agrarian problems, the stock market crash, unemployment, the Dust Bowl.)
21. How did Roosevelt go about dealing with the consequences of the Great Depression and how successful his New Deal policies were? (FDR leadership qualities, public relations, alphabet agencies in general, Roosevelt’s critics and assessment.)
22. What were the origins and immediate causes of U.S. declaration of war on Japan in 1941 and how did the war affect the lives of the Japanese-Americans living in the country during WWII? (Include Japanese occupation of Indochina, Pearl Harbor, internment of Japanese-Americans.)
23. Discuss in detail the arguments in favour and against the decision to use the atomic bombs against Japan as they were seen by the U.S. foreign policy makers and the president in August 1945.
24. Discuss Roosevelt’s political agenda during the international meetings of the Allied representatives on postwar peace settlement (The Atlantic Charter, Casablanca, Cairo, Yalta.)
25. Analyse the Cold War foreign policies of the USA during the late 1940s, 1950s and 1960s. (Policy of containment, the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the Berlin Airlift, the Bay of Pigs, The Cuban Missile Crisis.)

26. Discuss the domestic policies of both Truman and Eisenhower administrations in the postwar period with the emphasis on economic issues (U.S. economy between 1945 – 1960, the Fair Deal, Eisenhower’s approach.)

27. Compare the origins, course and the effects of both McCarthyism and the political trials in Czechoslovakia in the 1950s.

28. Discuss the main developments and significance of the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s (Include origins, desegregation, Plessy v. Ferguson & Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Little Rock, NAACP, the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Martin Luther, JFK and Johnson administrations and Civil Rights, the 1964 Democratic Convention.)
29. Explain the origins, discuss the escalation and assess the legacy of the American involvement in the Vietnam War (Include origins, the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, protests at home, ceasefire.)
30. Describe the circumstances, major developments as well as the outcome and repercussions of the Watergate Affair.
