1. Roman Britain

 (43 - 409 BC)

(seminar activity worksheet 2004/2005)

War and Walls:
a comparative study of Hadrian’s Wall in Britain and the West Bank Barrier in Israel (Seminar activity based on reading assignment on Hadrian’s Wall in Britain and the West Bank Barrier in Israel)
TASK 1:
In pairs answer the following two questions about Hadrian’s Wall (group A) and the West Bank Barrier (group B).

1. When was the wall/barrier built and whose decision it was to have it constructed?

2. What route does the wall/barrier follow?

TASK 2:
Discuss the following questions as a class
3. Compare the reasons both Hadrian and the Israeli government might have had to build “their” walls. What similarities and what differences might have there been in their motivation?

4. In terms of construction costs, how do you think the Romans deal with the problem in comparison to the Israelis?

5. Who do you think provided the actual manual labour to build the walls in both countries and what attitude might these construction workers have had towards the job they were recruited to do?
TASK 3:
Pairwork (instructions same as in TASK 1, groups A, B)

6. What components does the wall/barrier consist of?

7. How was/is the wall/barrier operated? (In what way were/are its individual components used?)

TASK 4:
Discuss the following questions as a class

8. What do you think might have been the reaction of native inhabitants to the construction of the wall running across their communities?

9. From a long point of view, do you think the Romans and Palestinians came/will come to terms with their respective walls or not?

10. What was the diplomatic reaction of the international community to the building of the West Bank Barrier?

11. Did you know that some of Hadrian’s military campaigns had a direct impact on the life of the Jewish community in the ancient Judea?

N.B.:
You can find out answers to all of the above questions and much more at BBC Radio 4’s website, history section (The Long View series, programme 6). Go directly to http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/history/longview/longview_20031028.shtml and listen to War and Walls programme on the web, browse through maps, pictures and other materials to accompany the programme.

For an overview of Israeli-Palestinian conflict go to BBC NEWS’ website at http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/in_depth/world/2001/israel_and_palestinians/key_maps/
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