WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 2: ESSAY

Topic

Since the beginning of the Scientific and Industrial Revolutions in Western Civilisation science and technology have profoundly changed our lives. Perhaps, most of us would agree that their effect on humans has been by and large a positive one. It has now become clear, however, that the relationship between man and technology (or science) is much more intricate and contains many more aspects of mutual influence including some serious implications for the future of mankind. Write an essay on the impact of science and technology on human life. Here are some points you might want to explore in your essay (not compulsory):

· How has human attitude to technology changed since the beginning of the Scientific and Industrial Revolution?

· What is your own attitude to science and technology?/Is it, for the most part, positive or negative?

· Does science and technology provide us with what we need or does it also make us desire what we don’t really need?

· How does the advancement of technology affect your own life/life of your family?

· Does science and technology present humans with moral dilemmas?

· How serious are the effects of technology on the environment/how seriously are these taken?/What are the prospects for the future?/What is your own attitude to this problem?

· What kind of attitude should scientists themselves have to scientific advancement?/Should they be concerned with the implications of their inventions and experiments?/Should scientists be held responsible for a misuse of their inventions?

· Should there be any restrictions on scientific freedom of thought and experiment?

· Can science and technology be in any form beautiful?/Can objects of technology be beautiful?

NOTE: In no case are you supposed to deal with all the above points. They represent too wide a spectrum of ideas to be addressed in one single essay. Remember, in your essay, you have to argue a point of view on the given topic and all individual points you make in the essay should adhere to it.

Formal requirements

The essay has to be typed, single-spaced, submitted in hard copy, or electronically via e-mail to the following address: licko@fhv.umb.sk 

For the layout, content and all other requirements for your essay follow the guidelines in John Langan’s publication English Skills (McGraw-Hill 1997), PART THREE – ESSAY DEVELOPMENT. (available only in the electronic form in your ETBP folder under Written Assignments)

Assessment

The following features of your essay will be assessed: 1. Thesis statement, 2. Introductory paragraph, 3. Coherence, 4. Conclusion

Deadline

Essays must be submitted by the day of your final written test (to be agreed). No essays after this date will be accepted

