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British Studies Test Guide (T&I distance programme): fact file questions

Fact file questions are one of the two types of questions that appear in your British Studies course test(s). In the test(s), you will have to write answers to these questions using one or two sentences (sometimes a list of items, or a date will do.) These questions test your knowledge of key British studies vocabulary items (e.g. political, social, or geographical terms to do with Britain) as well as some indispensable facts and figures about British culture and society. All the information for the fact file questions is to be acquired from your weekly coursebook reading, class participation and reading of additional materials
1.
Introduction

1. What do the British do when they have a ‘fry-up’?

2. Where and what would you see if you went to ‘trooping the colour’?

3. Who and where in Britain would be referred to as a ‘swot’?

4. Who is ‘Lord Snooty’?

5. What does ‘halfs’ and ‘pints’ refer to in Britain?

6. What do the members of the Ramblers Association do?

7. What is Marmite?

2. 
The Country, the People, and their Identities

1. What political and/or geographical meanings do the following expressions have: the United Kingdom, the British Isles, Great Britain?

2. What are the identifying symbols of Britain´s four nations in terms of plants and colours?

3. What is the Union Jack made up of?

4. What are the four nations’ national saints?

5. Roughly speaking, what is the population breakdown of England, Scotland and Wales?

6. What percentage of Britain’s total population is made up by ethnic minorities? (Which is/are the three largest two minorities?)

7. Which religions are represented in Britain? 

8. What political status do the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man have?

9. What are the five surviving Celtic languages in the British Isles and where are they spoken?

10. Name at least four national parks in the UK.

11. What does John Bull stand for?

12. Where and in what way are names Albion and Britannia used?

13. In what context would the terms Caledonia, Cambria and Hibernia be used?

14. What is ‘Burn’s supper’ and what people do attend it?

15. What are ‘haggis’ and ‘Tam o’Shanter’ and what event are they associated with?

16. What are ‘double-barrelled names and why has there been a revival of these in recent British history?
17. What are ‘jumble sales’ and why do they take place?

3. 
Geography and Regional Differences

1. Name at least two mountain ranges in the UK.

2. Name at least one mountain range in Scotland.

3. Name at least one mountain range in Wales.

4. Name at least one mountain range in Northern Ireland.

5. What is Scafell Pike and where is it situated?

6. What is Ben Nevis and where is it situated?

7. What is Slieve Donard and where is it situated?

8. Which is Britain’s largest river, where does it rise and empty?

9. Britain is as far north as Siberia, but its climate is much milder. What is the main reason for that?

10. What percentage of Britain’s population live in towns and cities?

11. Name at least three areas in Britain where population density exceeds 1500 person per square kilometre.

12. Which parts of Britain have the population density lower than 50 persons per square kilometre?

13. What is, and in which part of the British Isles would you find the Giant’s Causeway?

14. Name at least one national park in Wales and at least one in Scotland.

15. What is Scots, what is it based on and where is it used?

16. What is RP pronunciation and what social connotations does it have?

17. What does ‘posh’ mean and what social connotation does the word have?

18. What is the difference between ‘Brummie and ‘Scouse’?

19. Where would you hear ‘Cockney’ spoken and what special feature does it have?

20. What are the established churches in the UK? (What about Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland?)
4. 
System of Government

1. What is ‘the convention of collective responsibility’?

2. What does Cabinet reshuffle mean and what purpose is it done for?

3. What is the British government’s department responsible for financial running of the country called?
4. What is the British government's department responsible for dealing with foreign affairs called?
5. What is the Home Office and what are its responsibilities?

6. Which parts does the British Parliament consist of?

7. What was the total number of MPs elected in the last UK’s general election?

8. Who is formally addressed ‘Mr, or Madame Speaker’?

9. How do the Members of Parliament address each other in Parliament?

10. Who is addressed as Madam or Mr Speaker?

11. Who are ‘frontbenchers’ and how do they differ from ‘backbenchers’?
12. What is ‘the pairing system’?

13. What is in British politics known as the Question time and where does it take place?

14. Who does the title “Black Rod” refer to?

15. What is the “Queen’s Speech”?

16. What is the “State Opening of Parliament” and when does it take place?

17. What is the family name of the Queen Elizabeth?

5. 
British Politics

1. What is constituency and who is a constituent?

2. Who is the current leader of the British Conservative Party?

3. Who is the current leader of the British Labour Party?

4. Who is the current leader of the British Liberal Democratic Party?

5. When was in Britain the last general election?

6. What does the term ‘two-tier’ refer to in reference to the British system of government? What other terms are used to describe the same thing?

7. What is known as the ‘Woolsack’?

8. What is the Shadow Cabinet and who are the people it is made up of?

9. List the first four parties in order of the number of seats they received in the House of Commons in the last general election.

10. What is ‘the swingometer’?

11. What does the phrase “First by the post” refer to?

12. What are by-elections?

13. Who are ‘canvassers’?

14. Which political parties campaign for Welsh and Scottish national interests? 

15. In what political sense is the name “Whitehall” used?

16. What is Parliament’s summer recess and how long does it last?
17. Who was Britain’s Prime Minister from 1979 to 1990 and which party he/she represent?
18. Who was Britain’s Prime Minister from 1997 to 2008 and which party did he/she represent?

19. What is the difference between the titles of ‘Lady’ and ‘Dame’?

20. What political process in Britain’s recent history has been referred to as ‘devolution’ and how long has it been going on?

6. 
Education

1. What is the compulsory school age in Britain? (Northern Ireland excluded)?

2. Give three examples of some of the most famous public schools in Britain.

3. What do abbreviations GCSE and SCE stand for?

4. When was comprehensive secondary system introduced in Britain?

5. What does abbreviation GNVQ stand for?

6. What are ‘grant-maintained’ schools?

7. What do British schools do if they decide to ‘opt out’?

8. What does the abbreviation LEA stand for?

9. What is a ‘prep’ school?
10. In what way is a boarding school different to other schools?

11. In what type of school would you expect to meet a ‘housemaster’?

12. Who and where used to be known as ‘prefects’ and ‘fags’?

13. What is a difference between a grammar school and a secondary modern school?

7.
The Media

1. List 4 British national tabloid newspapers.

2. List 4 British national quality newspapers.
3. What is a pun and how is it used by British newspaper journalists?
4. Which newspaper, daily or weekly, has the largest circulation in Scotland?

8. Welfare State

1. In Britain, what kind of people would be referred to as being ‘on the dole’?

2. What do the British do when they present their UB 40s?

3. Give at least two examples of some well-known charities in Britain.

4. Even under NHS there are medical services for which British people have to pay. What are the two exceptions?

5. Anyone in Britain knows the phone number ‘999’. What does it stand for?

6. Who was Florence Nightingale and values is she associated with in Britain?

9.
  Northern Ireland

1. What is, in Northern Ireland, known under the abbreviation UUP?

2. In Northern Ireland, what does the abbreviation SDLP stand for?

3. What is the connection between the Sinn Féin and the IRA?

4. What event in Northern Ireland’s history came to be known as ‘Bloody Sunday’?

5. What period in Northern Ireland’s is referred to as the ‘Troubles’?

6. Who are the people in Northern Ireland known as ‘the Provisionals’?

7. What do the abbreviations UFF and UVF stand for?

8. Who, in Northern Ireland, would call Londonderry ‘Derry’?

9. Who is known as ‘the Brighton bomber’ and how did Good Friday Agreement affect his life?

10.  Britain and the World

1. How many British overseas territories are there around the world? (Give at least three examples of these).

2. What are the three branches of the British Army?

3. What is Greenham Common and what is it connected with?

4. Which branch of the British armed forces is sometimes referred to as ‘the senior service’

5. When was the Falklands/Malvinas War? (Who fought in it and what were its results?)

6. When did Britain become member of the European Community (now the European Union)?

