4. Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny: Gone West
American history seminar worksheet
Task 1:
Important dates: 
1801, 1803, 1830, 1849
Vocabulary 



Before you watch the video, look up the meaning of the following words and phrases.
the idea of Eldorado, to get away from it all, to roar with life, brim with sap, mischief and vice, pioneers,  the frontier, surveyors, pathfinders, trapping, two years at a stretch, ‘gone west’ (to die), a food preservative, brine lake, frontiersman, to be of Scotch-Irish stock, to have get-up-and-go, amphibious pioneers, gumbo, the whole watershed west of the Mississippi, trading posts, a wonderfully bare-faced bit of gall, a clincher, to doom somebody’s right to keep their land, to be forcibly disposed, banishment of the Indians from their lands, the Mississippi Delta, preposterous, an arbitrary act of the American president, the Trail of Tears, imperious order, to have stamina, to be footloose, a beaver hat, to keep the books, to catch pelts, to be sued for breach (of contract), a rendezvous (trade fair), seductive trinkets, forts protected by stockades, a debt-ridden buccaneer, a sawmill, the Forty-Niners, as stubborn as a Missouri mule, a high-axled farm wagon, a starchy diet, a prune, candle lantern, a pick and a pan, a chest, a long trek, forage for animals, self-sustained units, the going getting rough, follow a trail, wagon ruts, to dump anything to quicken the journey, clattering along the scrub desert, sluggish and fetid (water), to be impregnated with alkaline, human nerves began to snap, brotherly love/grass/forage giving out, the nadir of the trek, alkaline desert, to die of having had it, to be hemmed in for the winter, not to have luck and guile, not to pan out (e.g. He didn’t pan out), to live on a pittance, a windblown shack   
the Appalachians,  Daniel Boon, Williamsburg (Va.), the Cabildo (in New Orleans), Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, Sacajawea, the Rocky Mountains, the Chickasaw, the Choctaw, the Cherokee, the Creeks, Andrew Jackson, John Marshall (Chief Justice of the Supreme Court), the Far West, Johann August Sutter, James Marshall (a Scotch gold prospector), St. Joseph (Mo.), the Independence Rock (Wyo.), Humboldt River (Nev.), the Humboldt Desert, The High Sierra (Calif. & Nev.) 
Task 2:
Watching video Gone West (from Alistair Cooke’s America: A Personal History of the United States, BBC 1972)
As you watch the video take notes to answer the questions bellow. They are all part of the exam/test questions in topic 4, Westward Expansion & Manifest Destiny
1. Explain how Louisiana changed hands at the turn of the 19th century and how this territory came to be explored by M. Lewis and W. Clark.

2. What details related to the Indian Removal does A. Cooke point out and what is his take on this event in American history?
3. Explain how the frontier of white settlement moved from the Appalachian Mountains to the Pacific coast with the emphasis on the ordeal endured by the ‘forty-niners’. 
