6. Years of Growth & American Empire: The New City   
American history seminar worksheet

Task 1:
Important dates: 1893, 1871 



Vocabulary 



Before you watch the video, look up the meaning of the following words and phrases.
to come of age, volatility, a fair, a place of hustlers and visionaries, to be disdainful of sthg, a slaughtering mill, a mail-order house, to be an incarnation of speed and efficiency, a streetcar, technical audacity, a foretaste of sthg, steel-frame skyscrapers, endless reaches of factories, freight yards, coal piles, slag heaps, a cavernous train station, the velocity of sthg, cable cars, an electric trolley (streetcar), far-flung suburbs, slow-moving drays, mind-dulling, an array of legal/advertising services, to be at a premium, a wall-bearing building, wind-braced steel frames, a no-nonsense business style, a salesclerk, to cater to (e.g. a type of customers), to alter the social landscape of the American city, upward-bound people, an exodus to suburbs, to turn the American cities inside out, the well-to-do, urban sprawl, a nickel ride away, a belt of industry, multi-storey tenements, sweatshops, to be rampant, to live in squalor, a day care center, to urge someone to shed their old-world customs for middle-class ways, smothering paternalism, to flee from an abusive husband, a fiery socialist, decorous tea parties, moral uplift, to make unassailable case for tenement reform 
The Great Chicago Fire, the World’s Columbian Exposition, the American Century, Daniel Burnham, the White City, Frederick Law Olmsted, the Windy City, the Qeen City of the Machine Age, the Land of the Dollar, the Loop, State Street, William Le Baron Jenney, Louis Sullivan, Marshall Field, the Palace of Desire, Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie, Packingtown, 
Task 2:
Watching video The New City (from A Biography of America, Program 15 www.learner.org/biographyof america)



As you watch the video take notes to answer the following questions

1. What was the World’s Columbian Exposition, where was it held and why was the venue chosen?
2. Using the vocabulary above try and describe as vivid an  image of Chicago as it was seen by the arriving train visitors to the World’s Colombian Exhibition in 1871. 

· the Loop

· the City of Speed

· cable cars & electric trolleys

· skyscraper offices and clerical work

3. Describe the new skyscrapers that appeared the 1870s Chicago as well as the new construction technique with which these buildings were built.  
· What techniques were used to build high-rise buildings before?
· how were these skyscrapers operated?
4. How did immigration change the face of great American cities like Chicago throughout the 19th century?
· early and late 19th century immigration to Chicago
· the exodus to suburbs
· differences in comparison with continental Europe
5. What were the conditions like in Chicago’s slums and whose responsibility was it to improve the lot of the slum dwellers?
· sweatshops in the Jewish quarter
· Jane Adams and her settlement house

· achievements of Florence Kelley
6. How did the prominent Americans see the future of the American city?
· Frederick Jackson Turner
· how did African-Americans feel about the accomplishments of the White City?
· Theodore Dreiser
