Matej Bel University, Banská Bystrica, Slovakia

Languages and cultures: everyday culture in a democratic Europe

(Module B)


Project ISTEPEC

Observation teaching practice

FINAL REPORT

Members of the group: 

Donatella Sciacca /Italy/

Maria Grazia Grasso /Italy/

Zita Ostrogonacs /Hungary/

Barbora Žilinčárová /Slovakia/

Place of the stay: Catholic Grammar School Štefan Moyzes in Banská Bystrica

Total number of the observation lessons: 8



Our observation stays took place in the Catholic Grammar School Štefan Moyzes, that belongs to the secondary education funded not just by the state but also by the Church. But we could see the religion only during the Ash Wednesday when there was a compulsory mass in the school chapel.



This school has got about 230 students from the age of 9/10 to the age of 17/18. Its advantage is being attended mostly by gifted students. The students are received after the entrance test passed after the 4th or 9th level on the primary schools. Students are divided into 12 classes – 4 classes as an ordinary grammar school and the next 8 classes – composed of four classes of the secondary level of primary schools and four of the grammar school. 



We were interested mostly in the language teaching: there are three compulsory languages taught – English, German and Latin /as it is a catholic school/; and also French, but it is not compulsory. 



We focused especially on the English language. There are four teachers of English there and one specialized classroom, but often the students stay in their “main”classrooms and teachers change them. Before beginning the lessons the children change their shoes into the slippers in the school cloakrooms what is very comfortable and relaxing and it gives the special familiar atmosphere of the school. 


This familiar atmosphere is also supported by the teachers who are very youthful, relaxed and easy-going. They are friendly and were always hurry to help us whenever we needed. 



During the lesson they speak in calm, peaceful voice and there is almost never tension. They call on their students by their first names, not by surnames. On the other hand the students do not speak when they know something and they are just waiting to be called on, however there is a relative balance between student´s and teacher´s speaking time. 



Their teaching techniques depend on the handbooks they use and the personalities they have, but in general they are not very advanced and use mostly the traditional lessons without using no supplementary material, but however the handbooks are created to be good at developing all language skills as speaking, reading, listening, writing, interactions etc. They do really very much exercises and tasks during one lesson, that can be very exhaustable. We thought as the most interesting their strategies to elicitate students the meaning of new words instead of giving them direct translation in Slovak language. They prefer explaining and going around the right meaning, that is very practical because the students can remember a lot. It is very interesting that they almost do not use the mother tongue, only when it is inevitable.



As this is a catholic school, the students are really very diligent, polite, peaceful and tolerant. When they want to speak and they are not called on, they always raise their hands. We were suprised that they are always prepared and they always do all their homework. But they do not just prepare for the lesson, but also during it they are very attentive. They are very motivated and are interested not just in the language but also in the culture and all civilisation of English speaking countries. Their level of English is very good at any age. They are able to communicate almost on all the topics.



As we have already mentioned the lessons are not very advanced and are rather traditional, anyway the learning process is very successful what might be caused by the diligent and polite behaviour of the students or maybe by the hanbooks they need. 

