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Abstract  

 

The paper deals with the main differences between causal theories of knowledge 

and critical rationalism (which is taken to be one of the evolutionary 

epistemologies). Causal theories are probed from an evolutionary viewpoint 

which doubts their main thesis that S knows that p only if the fact that p is the 

cause of S’s belief that p. Further doubts concern the hybrids of causal theories 

with reliabilism, and their relation to a priori knowledge and to naturalized 

epistemology. The author argues that there is no reason to naturalize 

epistemology, and every reason to naturalize causation. Accordingly, he tries to 

deal with the problems of causation in evolution, of blindness of trials and of 

completeness of evolutionary science. Some remarks on the difference between 

evolutionary epistemology and evolutionary science, on teleology and on 

determinism are made there too.  
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