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0 Introduction 
 

I t  i s  e s t im at ed  t ha t  n ea r l y 4 0 0  m i l l i o n  peop l e  cons ide r  t h e  En g l i sh  

l an gu age  t he i r  moth e r  t on gu e  an d  a no th e r  n ea r l y  3 0 0  m i l l i on  sp eak e rs  

u s e  i t  a s  t h e i r  s econ d  l an gu age .  H un dr ed s  o f  mi l l i on s  i n t e r l o cu t o r s  use  

E n g l i sh  in  t o u r i sm ,  du r i n g  bu s i ne s s  nego t i a t i o ns ,  i n  i n t e rn a t i on a l  

a cad em i c  p r o gr amm es  an d  ins t i t u t i ons ,  a nd  in  m an y o t h e r  f i e l ds  o f  t h e  

´ t h i rd  s ec t o r ´ ,  w h er e  En g l i sh  i s  u s ed  a s  a  l i n gu a  f r an ca .  Th e  a u t hors  

K r u pa - G enz o r  ( 19 96 :  7 3 )  a s s e r t  t ha t  s i n ce  th e  1 95 0s  us e  o f  t h e  E n gl i sh  

l an gu age  i n  t h e  wor l d  h as  i n c r ea s ed  by  4 0  p e r cen t  an d  th e  acce l e r a t i n g  

p r o cess  s t i l l  co n t in u es .  F rom  t h e  p ur e l y geo gr ap h i ca l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew ,  

E n g l i sh  i s  t he  m os t  us ed  ( ex t en d ed )  l an gu age  in  t h e  wo r ld .  

 

 

1 Lingua Franca 
 

F r o m  Mis t r ík ´ s  E nc yk l ó p ed i a  j az yk o ved y ( 1 9 9 3 :  2 65 )  we  l e a r n  th a t  i n  

t h e  M id d l e  A ges  th e  t e rm  l i n gu a  f r an ca  w as  u sed  to  den o t e  a  k in d  o f  

A r ab i c  l an gu age  mix ed  w i th  t h e  f ea tu r e s  o f  ano t h e r  l an gu age ( s )  mos t l y  

u s ed  i n  t h e  Med i t e r r an ean  h a r bo ur s .  T h e  t e rm  cam e  to  cov e r  a l l  s o -

ca l l ed  ´h yb r i d ´  l an gu ages  i n  t h e  co ur s e  o f  t im e .  In  p r agm a t i c -

co mmu ni ca t iv e  t e rm s  i t  w as  e i t he r  n ece ss a r y  o r  a t  l ea s t  u s e fu l  f o r  

i n t e r l ocu t o r s  co min g  f r om  v ar io us  e t hn ic  and  l i n gu i s t i c  b ack gro un ds .  

E n gl i sh  h as  b ecome  t od a y´s  l i n gu a  f ran ca ,  an d  i t  i s  E ng l i s h ,  t o o ,  t h a t  

m a y b e  co ns i d er e d  a  k in d  o f  E sp e r an to  o f  ou r  t im es .  I t  i s  a l so  ob v ious  



t h a t ,  a t  l e as t  i n  a  E u ro p ean  con tex t ,  E n g l i sh  p l ays  t h e  d om in an t  ro l e  

t h a t  u s ed  to  b e  ch ar ac t e r i s t i c  o f  La t i n  i n  p r ev io us  cen t u r i e s .  

 

1.1  Di f ferences be tween EFL,  ESL and ELF 

 

In  l i n gu i s t i c  s c i en ce  and  l an gu age  t e ach in g  w e  d i s t i n gu i sh  b e t ween  E FL 

( E n g l i s h  a s  a  Fo r e ign  Lan gu age )  an d  E LF  ( E n g l i s h  a s  a  Li n gu a  F r an ca ) .  

 

1 .1 .1  EFL and ESL  

 

E FL r e f e r s  t o  t h e  t e ach i n g  o f  E n gl i s h  t o  s t ud en t s  wh os e  f i r s t  l an gu age  

i s  no t  E n g l i s h  and  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l angu age  o f  w h o se  co u n t r y  i s  no t  

E n g l i sh .  I t  m ean s  t h a t  p up i l s / s t ud en t s / l e a r n e rs  us u a l ly  l e a r n / s t ud y 

E n g l i sh  a t  s cho o l s .  T o  comp l i ca t e  t h in gs  ev en  m or e  an o t h er  t yp e  o f  

E n g l i sh  s ho u l d  b e  m en t io n ed  he r e ,  n am el y  E S L,  w h i ch  means  s imp l y  

E n g l i sh  a s  a  S eco nd  Lan gu age .  E S L r e f e r s  t o  t h e  t e ach i ng  o f  E n g l i s h  to  

s p eak e rs  o f  o t h e r  l an gu ages  wh o  l i ve  i n  a  cou n t r y w h e r e  E n g l i s h  i s  an  

o f f i c i a l  o r  s i gn i f i can t  l an gu age .  In  t h e  con t ex t  o f  ou r  d i s cuss io n  E FL 

an d  ES F  a r e  n o t  imm edi a t e l y  r e l ev an t .  W e a r e  m os t l y i n t e r e s t ed  in  E LF ,  

b ecaus e  t h i s  i s  t he  o n l y v a r i e t y t h a t  ha s  t o  do  w i th  th e  g lo b a l  u s e  o f  t he  

E n g l i sh  l an gu ag e .  

 

1 .1 .2  ELF 

 

T h e  abb r ev i a t i on  ELF  s t an ds  fo r  E n gl i sh  as  a  Li n gu a  F ran ca .  E LF  h as  

a  nu mb er  o f  sp ec i f i c  f e a tu r es .  Th e r e  i s  a  p r agm at i c  app r o ach  u sed  in  

E LF  t each in g  b ecau s e ,  i t s  m ain  goa l  i s  t o  m ak e  com mu ni ca t i on  as  

e f f ec t iv e  an d  s u cce s s f u l  a s  po ss i b l e .  Ho w eve r ,  i t  dep end s  o n  the  

s p ec i f i c  i n t e r l o cu to r s .  To  p u t  i t  s i mp l y :  a  n a t i ve  s peak e r  o f  E n g l i s h  

a lm os t  s ub con sc iou s l y  ad ap t s  h i s  o r  h e r  w ay o f  s p eech  ( g r am m a r ,  

v o cab u l a r y ,  d i c t i on  a nd  s peed )  t o  t h e  l ev e l  o f  t h e i r  f o r e i gn  l i s t ene r  

( i n t e r lo cu t o r ) .  Wh en  th e r e  a r e  no n - n a t iv e  i n t e r lo cu t o r s  i n v o lv ed  in  t he  



co nv e r sa t io n ,  i t  i s  mo r e  re l ev an t  t o  m ak e  th e  o the r  i n t e r lo cu to r  

u n de r s t an d  th e  con t en t s  o f  t h e  d i s co ur s e  t h an  t o  sp eak  pe r f ec t  En g l i sh .  

S om e ´m is t ak es ´  i n  p r on un c ia t i on ,  su ch  a s  no n -u se  o f  t h e  p ho n em e  

s ch wa  (@ ) ,  c an  mak e  E n g l i s h  m o r e  ea s i l y  co m p r eh en s ib l e  t o  f o r e i gn  

an d / o r  n on -n a t iv e  s p eak e rs .  On  th e  o t h er  h an d ,  t h e r e  i s  o n e  i mp o r t an t  

f a c t  t o  r e a l i z e  –  a  n a t iv e  s peak e r  m a y ( an d  su r e l y w i l l )   m ak e  t h e  mos t  

o f  h i s  b e t t e r  com man d  o f  t h e  l an gu age .   

      On  th e  in t e r na t i on a l  s ca l e  E n g l i sh  ( E LF)  i s  w ide l y s p o k en  b y 

ex p e r t s  an d  s c i en t i s t s  w ho  a r e  f ami l i a r  wi th  t h e  d i s cu ss ed  i s s u es  and  

t e rm s  con nec t ed  to  t h em.  

 

1.2  Ogden´s  BASIC  

 

In  s h o r t ,  E LF  i s  a s  d iv e r s e  as  i t s  s peak e r s  a r e  d i v e r s e .  W e  m ay t a l k  o f  

a  con s i de r ab l y s i mp l i f i ed  s ys t em  o f  t h e  l an gu age  dev e lo p ed  f ro m  th e  

s o - ca l l ed  l a ng ua g e  s t r i p ped  b ar e  i n t ro d uced  i n  t he  1 930 s  b y a  Br i t i sh  

l i n gu i s t ,  Ch a r l e s  O gd en ,  w ho  n am ed  i t  Ba s i c  E ng l i sh .  BAS IC  i s  an  

a c r o n ym  f o r  B r i t i sh  –  A m er i can  –  S c i en t i f i c  –  In t er na t io na l  –  

C om m er c ia l .   O gd en  r ed uced  i t s  v o cab u l a r y  t o  6 00  no un s ,  150  

ad j ec t i ve s  an d  10 0  s o - ca l l ed  s t ru c tu r a l  ex p r es s ion s  (p r on ou ns ,  

p r epo s i t i on s  and  so  o n ) .  In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  qu i t e  a  r edu ced  f o r m  o f  p r op e r  

E n g l i sh  g r amm ar .  A l t ho u gh  O gd en ´ s  B a s i c  E ng l i s h  h a s  n o t  b ecom e  an  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  l an guage ,  a s  t h e  au th or  w i s h ed ,  a  s im i l a r  l an gu age  has  

s in ce  h i s  t im e  b ecom e  g l ob a l l y u s ed  –  E LF .   

      J enn i f e r  J enk in s  (K in g’ s  Co l l ege ,  U n iv e rs i t y  Lo n d o n )  w as  o n e  o f  

t ho s e  wh o  h as  d one  r e sea r ch  on  l a ngu a ge  s t r i pp ed  ba r e ,  an d  b as ed  on  

h e r  r es ea r c h  s h e  fo u nd  o u t  t h a t  i n t e r cu l tu r a l  E LF  co mmu ni ca t io n  i s  i n  

gen e r a l  v e r y f r u i t fu l  d es p i t e  t h e  n on -ex i s t en ce  o f  f i x ed  n o rm s .  

      W e  h av e  to  em ph as i s e  aga in  the  s i gn i f i c an t  f a c t  t h a t  E LF  i s  a  

p r agm at i ca l l y  r ed u ced  fo rm  o f  t h e  E n g l i sh  l an guage .  I t  i s  n o t  t he  

l an gu age  o f  Sh ak es p ea r e  o r  Vi r g in i a  W ool f ,  t ho u gh  p ar ad ox ica l l y  i n  

t h i s  con t ex t  i t  i s  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c  t ha t  i t  l a cks  a  k in d  o f  ´p r agm a t i c  

e a s i n es s ´ ,  w h i ch can  b e  ach i ev ed  b y  m eans  o f  s ca r ce l y  u s ed  so - ca l l ed  



g a mb i t s  ( ex pr e s s i on s  o r  s en ten ces  u sed  fo r  s t a r t i n g  a  co n ve r s a t i on ) ,  i .  

e .  r ou t in e  s en t en ces  b y m ean s  o f  wh ich  th e  t op i c  o f  d i scu ss io n ,  t ak in g  

t u rn s ,  and  s o  o n  a r e  i n t r od u ced  in  a  po l i t e  and  f o r m al  w a y.  Fo r  

ex ampl e :  I ’m  a f r a id  I  d on ’ t  u nd ers t an d… Tru e ,  bu t… Qu i t e  s i m p l y ,  t he  

q u es t io n  i s … Ar e  yo u  s ug ges t i ng …  E xcu s e  m e ,  i f  no  o n e  o b j ec t s… We’ r e  

b eg i nn i ng  to  l o s e  s ig h t  o f  t h e  ma i n  p o i n t . . .  M a y I  draw  yo ur  a t t en t i on  

t o  a  mor e  i m po r tan t  q ues t i on ?  P erh ap s  w e  cou ld  r e tur n  t o  you r  po in t  

l a t er .  Wo u l d  yo u  l i k e  t o  com m ent  on  t h e  l a s t  p o i n t?  Le t ’ s  r em em b er  

t ha t . . .  D on ’ t  yo u  a gr ee  t ha t …Y ou  w i l l  ha ve  t o  r ecog n i z e  t ha t…C an ’ t  

yo u  s ee  th a t…  E ven  s o . . .  Gr an ted ,  b u t . . .  Th e  fa c t  o f  t h e  ma t t er  i s  

t ha t… I  ta ke  you r  po in t .  

 

 

2 Kachru´s three circ les of  Engl ish speakers  
 

In  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e  A m er i c a n  l i n gu i s t  B r a j  B .  K ach r u  d i v id ed  En g l i s h  sp e ak e rs  

( u s e r s )  i n to  t h r e e  c i r c l es  w h i ch  becam e  t h e  b as i s  fo r  t he  c l as s i f i c a t i on  

o f  En g l i sh  s p eak in g  ( us e )  i n  t h e  wo r ld .  H ow ev er ,  m an y an g l o ph on e  

l i n gu i s t s  po i n t  o u t   t h a t   K ach ru ´s   c l a s s i f i c a t i on  h as  i t s   d i sadv an t ages  

i n  d i s r ega r d i n g  v a r i ou s  s o c i o l i n g u i s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s p r ead  and  u se  o f  

t h e  En g l i sh  l an gu age .  O n  t h e  o th e r  han d ,  C r ys t a l  ( 1 99 6 :  1 07 )  a ccep t s  

t h i s  c l a s s i f i ca t io n ,  an d   po s i t s  t h r ee  c i r c l es  o f  a sp ec t s  o f  E n gl i s h  

s po k en  on  a  g lo b a l  s ca l e .  Th e  f i e l ds  o f  a l l  t h r ee  c i r c l e s  a r e  n o t  f i x ed ,  

an d  th e y m a y o v e r l ap .  

 

2 .1  The Inner  C i rc le  

 

T h e r e  a r e  t r ad i t i ona l l y E n g l i sh  s peak i n g  cou n t r i e s  i n  t he  I n n er  C i r c l e  

s u ch  a s  t h e  U . S . ,  t he  U . K. ,  I r e l and ,  C an ad a ,  Au s t r a l i a  a nd  N e w  Ze a l and .  

A t  t h e  mom ent  o f  p u b l i sh i n g  C r ys t a l ´s  En c yc l o p ead ia ,  t h e  t o t a l  nu mb e r  

o f  En g l i sh  s p eak e rs  r an ged  b e tw een  3 2 0  and  3 80  m i l l i o n  i nh ab i t an t s .  

H o w ev e r ,  t o d ay t h e  nu mb er  i s  much  h i gh e r  –  app rox i ma t e l y  4 0 0  

m i l l i on  p eop l e  us e  E n g l i sh  a s  t h e i r  mot h er  t on gu e .  



 

2 .2  The Outer  Ci rc le  

 

T h e  Ou t er  C i rc l e  go e s  b ack  to  t he  ea r l y d a ys  o f  t h e  En g l i s h  l an gu age  

b o om  in  no n - E n gl i s h  en v i ro nm en t s  wh e r e  E n g l i s h  h a s  no w  becom e  an  

o f f i c i a l  l an gu age  o f  t h e  m ai n  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i on s  and  p l ays  an  i mp or t an t  

r o l e  a s  t h e  s eco nd  l an gu age  in  a  mul t i cu l tu r a l  co un t r y .  M os t l y t h i s  i s  

t r ue  o f  fo rm er  co lo n i e s  and  do mi n ion s  i n  w h i ch  E n gl i s h  h a s  b eco me 

a  l i n gu a  f r an ca  becau se  c i t i z ens  co m e  f r om  d i ve r s e  e t hn ic  g r o ups  

s p eak i n g  v a r i ou s  l an gu ages .  Th i s  i n c l ud es  co un t r i es  s uch  a s  S i n gap o r e ,  

In d i a ,  M al awi  a nd  ov e r  5 0  o t h er  co u n t r i es  a ro un d  th e  wo r ld .  Th e  

n um b er  o f  E n g l i s h  s p eak e rs  r an ges  b e tw een  1 50  and  3 00  m i l l i on  u s e r s .  

 

2 .3  The Expanding  Circ le  

 

T h e  E xpa nd in g  C i rc l e  r ep r e s en t s  ab ou t  1 00  mi l l i o n  –   1  b i l l i o n  En g l i sh  

s p eak e rs  an d  i n c lud es  a l l  t ho s e  n a t ion s  and  cou n t r i e s  wh i ch  k no w  t h e  

g l o b a l  an d  i n t e rn a t io na l  im po r t an ce  o f  En g l i sh ,  t ho u gh  t h ey h av e  no t  

h ad  d i rec t  h i s t o r i ca l  ex p e r i ence  o f  t h e  an g l op ho n e  co l on i s a t io n  o f  t h os e  

co un t r i es  b e l on g i ng  t o  t h e  In n e r  C i r c l e ,  and  t h ey  h av e  n o t  l e t  En g l i sh  

b ecom e  d omi n an t  i n  t h e i r  n a t i o na l  l angu age  p o l i c y.  T h i s  i s  t h e  s i t u a t io n  

i n  cou n t r i e s  o f  c e n t r a l  an d  ea s t e rn  Eur o p e ,  C h in a ,  J ap a n ,  I s r ae l ,  G ree c e  

a n d  m an y o t he r s .  En g l i s h  i s  b e i n g  t augh t  as  a  f o r e i gn  l an gu age  in  t h es e  

co un t r i es .  A n gl i c i s t s  hav e  b een  wo n de r i n g  w h e th e r  t h i s  k i nd  o f  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  En g l i s h  i s  a ccep t ab l e  o r  n o t .  I t  i s  h i g h l y l i k e l y  t h e y w i l l  

a ccep t  i t  f o r  t h e  p l a i n  r e as on s  t h a t  i t  t u r ns  o u t  t h a t  p eo p l e  sp eak i ng  

E n g l i sh  a s  a  f o r e i gn  l an gu age  o u tn um b er  t hos e  w ho  us e  i t  a s  t h e i r  

m ot he r  t on gu e .    

 

      Th e  fo l lo wi n g p i c tu r e  d ep i c t in g  a l l  t h r ee  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  E n g l i sh  

s p eak e rs  ha s  b een  t ak e n  f ro m  th e  w eb s i t e  h t tp : / / j a l t -

p u b l i c a t i on s . o r g / t l t / f i l e s / 96 /o c t / en g l i sh e s . h tm l# 1  ( 05 / 09 /2 0 06 ) :  

 

http://jalt-publications.org/tlt/files/96/oct/englishes.html#1
http://jalt-publications.org/tlt/files/96/oct/englishes.html#1


Fi gu r e  1 .  Th r e e  Con cen t r i c  C i r c l es  o f  E n g l i sh  acco rd i n g  to  K ach ru .  

 

 

 

 

 

      On e  o f  t h e  ba s i c  f e a t u re s  o f  t h e  En g l i sh  l an gu age  i s  i t s  g r ea t  

ab i l i t y  t o  b o r ro w  l ex i ca l  un i t s  f ro m  an  en or mo us  nu mb er  o f  l an gu ages .  

A f t e r  m an y cen tu r i es  o f  l an gu age  an d  cu l tu r a l  i n t e rac t i on s  i t  ha s  

d ev e l op ed  i n t o  a  l an gu age  wi th  p r eva i l i n g  a  G er m an i c  g r am m ar  and  a  

d om in an t  R om an  vo cabu la r y  ( w o r d s  hav in g  O ld  F r en ch ,  La t i n  o r  G r eek  

b ack gr ou nd )  w h i ch  ap p rox im at e l y m ak es  u p  7 5  p e rcen t  o f  t h e  w ho le  

E n g l i sh  v o cab u l a ry .  E n g l i s h  h as  bo r r ow e d  w or ds  f ro m  abo u t  120  

d i f f e r en t  l an gu ages .  T h i s  o p en -m ind edn ess  t o w ard s  o t h e r  l an gu age  

i n f lu n ces  and  im pac t s  h a s  a l s o  con t r ib u t ed   t o  i t s  g l ob a l  d omi nan ce  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  w or ld .     

 

 



3 Pointing to  an analogy between Lat in and English  
 

In  t h e  co u rs e  o f  t h e  cen t u r i es  La t in ,  a s  t h e  l an gu age  o f  s c i en ce ,  

s cho la r sh ip  an d  edu ca t io n ,  con t r i bu t ed  to  t h e  d ev e l op men t  o f  s ev e ra l  

E u ro p ean  l an gu ages  w h i ch  h ad  been  ex i s t i n g  s i mu l t an eou s l y w i th  i t s e l f ,  

a l t ho u gh  a t  t h e  b eg i n n i n g  th e y w e r e  co ns id e r ed  to o  o u t l and i sh  o r  even  

v u l ga r .  La t i n  c r ea t ed  a  so l id  g r o un d  f o r  i t s  n ew  v ar i e t i e s  an d  l a t e r  on  

t h e  n e w  l an guages .  T h e  a n a l o g y w i th  E n gl i s h  i s  ob v io us :  n o wad ays  

t h e r e  i s  no  s i n gl e  s t and a rd  E n gl i s h .  We  k no w  s ev e r a l  k ind s  o f  s t an d a rd  

E n g l i sh es  ( o r  v a r i e t i e s  o f  En g l i sh )  su ch  a s  Br i t i s h ,  Am er i can ,  

A u s t r a l i an ,  A f r i c an  a nd  In d i an  ( t he  E n g l i sh  s po k en  i n  In d i a ) .  Each  o f  

t h em  h as  i t s  o wn  s p ec i f i c  p r on un c i a t i on ,  m o r p ho l o g i ca l ,  g r amm at i ca l ,  

l ex i ca l ,  s yn t ac t i c ,  s t yl i s t i c  an d  cu l tu ra l  f e a t u r e s ,  a l t h ough  t h e  co r e  o f  

t h e  l ex i con  i s  m or e  o r  l e s s  t h e  s am e .  

      La t i n  h as  b een  t h e  l an gu age  o f  t h e  R om an  Ca t ho l i c  C hu r ch ,  

s cho la r sh ip  an d  edu ca t io n  i n  t h e  co u rs e  o f  t h e  cen tu r i es ,  w h i l e  E n gl i sh  

h a s  r e ach ed  i t s  d om in an ce  on l y  r ecen t l y an d  h a s  us u a l l y  b een  con n ec t ed  

w i t h  t h e  l an gu age  o f  b us in e ss  and  d ip lom ac y ( s u p e rsed in g  F r en ch ) .  

E n g l i sh  i s  a  s ecu la r  l an guage ,  and  t h i s  f a c t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t an t  i n  

co nn ec t io n  w i th  th e  sp r ead  o f  En g l i sh  bo th  i n  t o u r i s m  and  in  t he  

w o r l d wid e  com mu ni ca t io n  o f  ev e r yd a y l i f e .  

    

 

4 Europe and a universal  language 
 

A l l  a t t emp t s  t o  c r ea t e  a  s i n gl e  un iv e rs a l  l an gu age  h ave  fa i l ed ;  ho w ev e r ,  

t ak in g  6 ,  00 0  l an guag e s
1
 i n t o  co ns i d er a t io n ,  o n e  h as  t o  adm i t  t h a t  t ho se  

a t t empt s  h av e  t h e i r  j u s t i f i c a t io n .  For  ex am pl e ,  t h e r e  a r e  abo u t  4 00  

l an gu ages  and  d i a l ec t s  sp ok en  in  P apu a  N ew G uin ea ,  wh i l e  1 8  mi l l i on  

A m er in d i ans  s p eak  1 ,  20 0  d i f f e ren t  l an gu ages .  In  Ru ss i an  D ages t an  

t h e r e  l i v e  abo u t  1 .5  m i l l i o n  p eo p l e  sp eak i n g  app r ox im ate l y  4 0  v a r i ous  

l an gu ages .  In  t h e  R us s i an  p en i ns u l a  o f  Co l a  t h e r e  l i ve  o n l y 1 ,  7 00  
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 To define the term ´language´ is a difficult task, and even to distinguish it from a dialect or dialects is very 

complicated, because some languages are spread only by oral means. The demise of several languages, mostly in 

Asia and Oceania, is a continuous process that also influences a number of other languages in the world. 

However, linguists have come to an agreement that there are around 6, 800 languages all around the world. 



S aam s  us i n g  t he i r  o w n  l an gu age  and  a l ph abe t  (R yb á r ,  1 99 2 : 61 ) .  In  

G h an a  ab ou t  4 5  l an gu ages  a r e  sp ok en .  In  N i ge r i a ,  t h e  co u n t r y w i t h  t h e  

h i gh es t  po pu l a t i on  d ens i t y  i n  A f r i c a ,  a r o un d  1 00  l an gu ages  a r e  sp ok en .  

P eop l e  i n  C am eroo n  us e  ab ou t  1 70  l an gu ages  and  d i a l ec t s .  M ai n l y  

E n g l i sh  an d  F r en ch  w e r e  us ed  a s  un i f y i n g  and  o f f i c i a l  l angu ages  d u r in g  

t h e  t im es  o f  co l on i s a t io n  and  imp er i a l  hegem on y.  Bo th  l an gu ages ,  

E n g l i sh  and  F r en ch ,  r em a in  o f f i c i a l  i n  a  con s i d er ab l e  nu mb er  o f  s t a t es  

w h e r e  con s id e r a t ion s  o f  l an gu age  an d  p o l i t i c s  a r e  p r ob lem at i c a l  

( P i s á r č ik ov á ,  1 98 8 :  2 62 ) .  

      A t t em pt s  t o  c r ea t e  t h e  o n l y  a r t i f i c i a l ,  l o g i ca l ,  un iv e rs a l  an d /o r  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  l an gu age  s po k en  on  a  g l o b a l  s ca l e  a r e  a s  an c i en t  a s  

a  hu m an  so c i e t y i t s e l f ,  co ns i d er in g  t h e  p o w er  p o t en t i a l  t h a t  c an  

m an ip u l a t e  a  h uman  m in d .  M o reov er ,  i n  t h e  2 0 t h  cen tu r y a  c e r t a in  

d o c t o r  d ev e l op ed  s eve r a l  a r t i f i c i a l  l an gu ages  s om e o f  w h i ch  h ad  

a  vo cabu l a r y  o f  u p  t o  1 0 ,  0 00  l ex i ca l  u n i t s .  S i n ce  F r an c i s  Baco n ´ s  t im e  

h um an  so c i e t y h a s  ch a lk ed  up  app rox im at e l y 7 0 0  a t t emp t s  t o  c rea t e  an  

a r t i f i c i a l  l a n guage  co mm on  to  as  m an y c o u n t r i es  an d  so c i e t i e s  as  

p os s i b l e .  

 

      Th e  f i r s t  no t i c eab l e  su cces s  w as  po s t ed  wh en  a  G e r m an  p r i e s t  

c a l l ed  S ch l eye r  i n t r od uced  a  ´w o r ld  l an gu age ´  k n o wn a s  vo la pük  i n  

1 8 79 .  

1  In  1 9 0 7  th e r e  w as  p u b l i sh ed  t h e  v e r y f i r s t  Es p er an t o  t ex t bo ok  fo r  

S l ov aks  in  t h e  to wn  o f  M ar t in .  T h e  pu b l i c a t io n  co n t r i bu t ed  t o  t he  

i n c r ea s in g  p u pu la r i t y  o f  E s p e r an to  in  S l ov ak i a .  I t  i s  b e l i ev ed  t h a t  

i t s  ´ f a t he r ´  w as  a  Po l i s h  do c to r  c a l l ed  L.  Zam en h o f .  E spe r an t o   i s  

v e r y p r o b ab l y  t h e  m o s t  su cces s f u l  a r t i f i c i a l  l an gu age  i n  w h i ch  

co n gr e s s es  a r e  h e l d  an d  in to  wh ich  l i t e r a r y w o r k s  o f  a r t  a r e  

t r an s l a t ed  ( fo r  ex am pl e ,  Sl ádk ov ič ´  De t v an ) .  

2  E s pe r an t o  w as  f o l lo w ed  b y  I d o  –  n ew e l abo r a t e  ve r s i on  o f  

E s pe r an to .  



3  I n t e r l i ng ua  ( IA LA
2
)  w as  in t r od u ced  b y  an  A m er i can  th in k  t ank  in  

t h e  yea r s  1 9 24  –  1 9 51 ,  and  i t  w as  m ean t  t o  s up e r sed e  La t i n .  

In t e r l i n gu a  i s  a  s e t  o f  10 ,  00 0  ex p r es s i on s  ad ap t ed  f r om  La t i n .  

T h e  as so c i a t io n  b e l i ev ed  in  t h e  r ea b so rp t io n  o f  La t i n  i n to  

l an gu ages  o f  t h e  w o r ld  –  t h a t  i s  w h y t h e y  i n t rod u ced  i t s  

m od e rn i s ed  fo rm  en r i ch ed  b y m an y ex pr e s s i o ns  f rom  l i v in g  

l an gu ages .  

4  B a s i c  En g l i sh  (1 93 0s )  i s  a  s i mpl i f i ed  v e r s io n  o f  Br i t i sh  and  

A m er i can  E n gl i s h  ( m or e  in f o r m at i on  can  b e  fo un d  i n  1 . 1 ) .  I t s  

v o cab u l a r y  h a s  8 50  w o rds ,  n ece ss a ry  t o  m ak e  co mmu ni ca t ion  

p os s i b l e  an d  comp r eh en s ib l e .  Ho w ev e r ,  i t  i s  a  p a r ad ox  th a t  

a  min im um  n um b er  o f  w o rds  l im i t s  t h e  n umb er  o f  i n t e r l ocu t o r s ,  

an d  eve n  th e  eas i es t  ex p r e s s i on s  a r e  de s c r i b ed  b y  m ean s  o f  a  l on g  

s e t  o f  l ex i ca l  u n i t s .  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  i n s t e ad  o f  a  s i n g l e  w o rd  s e l f i sh  

t h e  f o l l o win g  d es c r i p t i on  i s  n eces sa r y   wi t ho u t  t ho ug h t  f o r  o t h ers  

( b ez  m ys l en i a  n a  d r u h ých ) .  A n o t he r  ex t rem e  cas e  m a y b e  

m en t i on e d :  a  cu t  f ro m  t h e  b a ck  end  o f  a  ma l e  cow  kep t  on  th e  f i r e  

l on g  eno ug h  ( od r ezo k  z  ch r b t a  ko n ca  s am če j  k r av y n ech an ý n a  

o h n i  do sť  d lh o )  d es c r i b i n g  n o th in g  e l s e  t h an  b ee f s t ea k  ( h o v ädz í  

r e zeň ) “  ( K ru pa - G enz o r ,  1 99 6 :  3 02 ) .  

 

4.1  Of f ic ia l  l anguages o f  the  EU and language  equi ty  –  rea l i ty  
or  chimera? 

 

T en  new  m emb er  co u n t r i es  ( am on g  t hem  S lo v ak i a )  en t e red  th e  EU  on  

M a y 1 s t ,  20 04  an d  th e  nu mb er  o f  o f f i c i a l  l an gu ages  acco rd i n g l y  

i n c r ea s ed  f r om  11  t o  20 .  I t  i t  h as  b een  t he  g r ea t es t  Eur o - en l a r gem en t  

ev e r .   Un t i l  t h e  Ma y en l a r gem en t  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  e l ev en  l an gu ages  w er e  

n o t io na l l y a l l  equ a l l y  s p o ken  in  t h e  EU  ins t i t u t i on s :  Danish, Dutch, English, 

Finnish, French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish.  
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4.2  Looking for  a  neut ra l  language  

 

A l t ho u gh  t h e  Eu r o rep r e sen t a t iv es  t r y  t o  en f o r ce  a  s ym m et r i c a l  l an gu age  

m od e l  t h a t  cou l d  b e  ap p l i ed  o n  ev er y  co m mu ni ca t i v e  o cca s io n ,  i t  i s  

o b v io us  th a t  t h e i r  a t t em pt  i s  i n  v a i n .  T od a y´s  E n g l i s h  en j o ys  t h e  

s i gn i f i c an t  p os i t i on  o f  a  ( n eu t r a l )  wo r k i n g  Eu r o l an gu age ,  d e sp i t e  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  i t s  do min an t  s t a t us  h as  b een  p ro mpt in g  l i v e ly  d i s cu ss i on  in  

p o l i t i c a l  an d  o t h e r  c i r c l es  o f   so c i e t y .  In  E n g l i sh ´ s  f av ou r  i s  i t s  

g l o b a l i sm  ( i . e .  w o r l d  us e )  con d i t i o ned  b y  h i s t o r i c a l  c on tex t  a nd  n eu t r a l  

s p ec i f i c a t i on s  wi t ho u t  Br i t i sh ,  Am er i can  o r  Au s t r a l i an  cu l tu r a l / po l i t i c a l  

b ack gr ou nd s  o r  a l l u s io ns .  T h e  t e r m  neu t ra l  E ng l i sh  i n d i ca t e s  

i n t e rn a t io n a l  En g l i s h  d iv e s t ed  o f  r eg io n a l  v a r i e t i e s  co n ta i n in g  p o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l  an d  cu l t u ra l  co nn no t a t io ns .  A  fo rm a l  fo rm  o f  i n t e rn a t io na l  

E n g l i sh  p r ev a i l s  a t  u n i v er s i t i e s ,  an d  amo n g  s c i en t i s t s  w h e r e  En g l i sh  

m er e l y f u n c t io ns  as  a  c omm un i ca t iv e - co gn i t i ve  l an gu age ,  b ecaus e  i t s  

a im  i s  n o t  t o  f u l f i l  em ot io na l  o r  a e s th e t i c  fu n c t i on s .  I t  i s  t h i s  f o rm  o f  

E n g l i sh  th a t  h a s  been  p r e f e r r ed  i n  t he  l an gu age  cu l tu r e  o f  t h e  w es t e rn  

w o r l d .  Al t ho u gh  Br i t i s h  co l on i a l i sm  l a i d  t h e  fo un da t io ns  f o r  g l ob a l  

E n g l i sh ,  i n t e rn a t ion a l  En g l i sh  i s  a  r es u l t  o f  fo rm in g  w or l d  cu l t u r e  ( i . e .  

w es t e r n  cu l tu r e ) ,  t h e  i n t en s iv e  in f lu en ce  o f  t h e  U .S .  a l s o  con t r ib u t es ,  

b u t  d ec i s iv e  i n f lu en ce  u po n  t h e  u s e  o f  i n t e r n a t io na l  E n g l i sh  

u n am bi guo us l y h a s  a  l an gu age - cu l t u ra l  i n t e r ac t i on  amon g  n o n -E n gl i s h -

s p eak i n g  i n t e r lo cu to r s
3
.  T h i s  f a c t  e l im in a t e s  b o t h  t h e  Br i t i s h  an d  the  

A m er i can  im p ac t  on  o th e r  i n t e r l o cu to r s .  In  E n g l i s h ´ s  f avo u r ,  t oo ,  i s  t he  

f a c t  t h a t  no n -n a t ive  s peak e rs  o u t numb er  En g l i sh  n a t iv e  s p eak e rs .  Al l  

a r o un d  t h e  wo r l d  En g l i s h  i s  u s ed  a s  a  l o ca l / r eg io n a l  l an gu age  f u l f i l l i n g  

co mmu ni ca t iv e - co gn i t i v e  n eeds .  O n  th e  o t h er  h and ,  o pp o nen t s  (o f  t he  

g l o b a l  u s e  o f  E n gl i s h )  s ay t h a t   t h e  n eu t ra l i t y  o f  an y l angu age  i s  a  pu re  

u n a t t a in ab l e  i dea l ,  b ecau s e  a l l  l an gu ages  b ear  c e r t a i n  i t ems  o f  

i n fo rm at io n  ab ou t  t h e i r  u se r s  ( i . e .  s p eak e r s ) .  Op po n en t s  a l so  r em in d  us  

t h a t  n on - n a t i v e  sp eak er s  a re  ex p osed  to  t h e  i n f lu ences  o f  v a r io us  

v a r i e t i e s  o f  s t an da r d  Br i t i s h ,  Am er i can  a nd  o th e r  l e s s  w e l l -k nown 

v a r i e t i e s  o f  t h e  En g l i s h  l an guage .  A n o t he r  s t r on g  a r gu m ent  i s  t ha t  
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r e l yi n g  o n  t h e  us e  o f  i n t e rn a t io na l  Eng l i s h  m ak es  t h e  n a t i v e  sp eak e r s  o f  

E n g l i sh  (p r ed omi n an t l y A m er i cans )  d ep end en t  o n  th e  l angu age  ab i l i t i e s  

o f  o th e r s .  A  su i t ab l e  i n t e r n a t i on a l  E n gl i sh  d iv e s t ed  as  f a r  a s  po ss i b l e  o f  

l o ca l  s h ad es  cou l d  b e  su bs t i t u t ed  fo r  Br i t i s h / Am er i can  E n g l i sh  i n  t h e  

f u tu r e .  Th e r e  i s  a  h i gh  ch an ce  o f  mix i n g  b o th  s t an d a rd  v a r i e t i e s
4
 

t o ge t h e r ,  t h e reb y  c r ea t in g  a  sup r an a t i on a l  v a r i e ty  o f  E n g l i s h  

s up e r sed i n g  cu r r en t  v a r i e t i e s .  A cco r d i n g  t o  C r ys t a l ,  t he  Br i t i sh  

l i n gu i s t ,  n a t i v e  s p eak e r s  o f  En g l i sh  wi l l  b e  ex p os ed  to  t wo  s t an d a rd s  o f  

E n g l i sh  –  o n e  th a t  w i l l  b e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  n a t i on a l  an d  lo ca l  i d en t i t i e s ,  

w h i l e  t h e  o t he r  w i l l  h e l p  th em  t o  keep  i n  t ou ch  wi th  th e  r e s t  o f  hum an  

s o c i e t y .  C r ys t a l  do es  n o t  d i s cou n t  b i l i n g u a l i sm  wi t h in  t h e  En g l i sh  

l an gu age .  

 

4 .3  Interna t ional  Engl ish –  the  language o f  in ternat iona l  
ins t i tu t ions  

 

T h e  t e r m  i n t er na t io n a l  En g l i sh  u su a l l y  i n d i ca t es  t h e  Br i t i s h  v a r i e t y  

s po k en  i n  t h e  U K
5
 a n d  t he  C omm onw ea l t h  o f  N a t io ns .  I t  i s  n am ed   

i n t er na t io na l  En g l i sh  i n  o rd e r  t o  d i s t i n gu i sh  i t  f rom t h e  Am er i can  

v a r i e t y .  T h e  m a jo r i t y  n a t i ve  s p eak e rs  u s e  t h e  Am er i can  va r i e t y ,  a n d  th e  

r e s t  o f  n a t i v e  s peak e rs  co ns i d er  t h e  Br i t i sh  v a r i e ty  a  s t an da r d .  

H o w ev e r ,  A mer i c an  E n gl i s h  p r ev a i l s  i n  t he  w o r ld .  T he  i n t e rn a t io n a l  

ch a r ac t e r  o f  B r i t i sh  E n gl i s h  i s  d ep end en t  on  t h r ee  f ac to r s :  1 )  Br i t i sh  

E n g l i sh ,  comp a r ed  t o  Am er i can  En g l i sh ,  i s   a  s t an d ar d  sp o ken  in  m o re  

co un t r i es  ov e r  t h e  w o r l d ;  2 )  m an y s c i en t i f i c  wo r ks  w r i t t en  o u t s id e  t he  

U .S .  f o l l o w Ox f or d  r u l es ;  3 )  t h i s  v a r i e t y i s  an  o f f i c i a l  l a n gu age  o f  t he  

U n i t ed  N a t io ns  an d  th e  E u ro p ean  U nion ,   an d  i t  i s  a l s o  us ed  f o r  t e s t i n g  

l an gu age  s k i l l s  an d  ab i l i t i e s  b y t h e  mean s  o f  t h e  In t er na t io na l  En g l i sh  

L an gu ag e  T es t in g  S y s t em .  T h e  Br i t i sh  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e rna t i on a l  En g l i sh  

i s  i n s t a l l ed  i n  co mp ut e r s  so l d  o n  t h e  w o r ld  mar ke t s .  Th e  m os t  

i n f lu en t i a l  an d  a l so  t h e  b e s t -k no w n  o r gan i s a t i on s  i n  wh i ch  th e  Br i t i sh  

v a r i e t y i s  s p ok en  a r e  t h e  f o l l ow i n g :  t h e  n e t wo rk  o f  t h e  UN 

                                                 
4
 Standard British English/General American English 

5
 The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  



o r gan i s a t i on s  (U NE SC O,  U N IC E F ,  e t c . ) ,  WT O  ( t h e  Wo r ld  Tr ade  

O r gan i s a t io n ) ,  WH O  ( t h e  Wo r l d  H ea l th  O r gan i s a t io n ) ,  OPEC 

( O r gan i s a t i on  o f  P e t ro l eum  Ex po r t in g  C o un t r i e s ) ,  In t e r p o l  ( t h e  

In t e r n a t i on a l  Po l i ce ) ,  Am n es t y In t e r na t i on a l ,  a nd  m an y o th e rs .  W ha t  i s  

t yp i ca l  o f  a l l  t he  ab ov e -m en t i on ed  o r gan i s a t io ns  i s  t h e  ap p l i c a t io n  o f  

Ox f or d  o r t h o gr ap hy  ( e . g . .  u s in g  the  s u f f ix  – i z e  i n  v e r bs  su ch  a s  

o rg an i z e  an d  r e cog n i z e ,  bu t  no t  a na l y se ) .  O r gan i s a t i ons  f o l l ow in g  t he  

s t an da r d  Br i t i s h  v a r i e t y  o f  go v enm ent a l  do cumen t s  ( or ga n i s e ,  

r ecog n i s e )  a r e :  N AT O  ( th e  N o r th  A t l an t i c  T r ea t y  O r gan iz a t i on ) ,  t h e  EU  

( t he  Eu r op ean  U ni on ) ,  O EC D ( th e  O r gan i s a t io n  f o r  E con om ic  C o -

o p e r a t i on  an d  D ev e l op ment ) ,  t h e  C omm on w eal th  S ec r e t a r y ,  

T r ans p ar en cy In t e rn a t io n a l ,  G r een p eace  an d  m an y o t h e rs .  T he  A mer i can  

v a r i e t y ( e . g .  t h e  d ou b l e  u s e  o f  s u f f ix  – s e /– ze  i n  v e r bs :  d e fen s e ,  a na ly z e )  

i s  t yp i ca l  o f  do cum ent s  i s s u ed  b y  t h e  U .S .  go v e rnm en t  a n d  a l s o  o f  t h e  

f o l lo wi n g  o r gan i s a t io ns :  t h e  IM F ( t he  In t e r n a t i on a l  Mon e t a r y Fu n d
6
) ,  

t h e  W or ld  Ban k ,  t h e  S ec re t a r y o f  t h e  N A FT A  o r gan i sa t io n ,  a nd  m an y 

o th e rs .  V a r i e t i e s  o f  t he  En g l i sh  l an gu age  am on gs t  En g l i s h  s p eak e rs  

u s i n g  t h i s  l an gu age  a s  t h e i r  s eco nd  o r  t h i rd  l an gu age  a r e  b e in g  ex t en ded  

b y m ean s  o f  do cum ent s  an d  a  wi d e  d i ap as on  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  im pi n gi ng  

u p on  n ear l y a l l  f i e l ds  o f  h um an  s oc i e t y  i n  co n t ac t  w i t h  t h e  n amed  

o r gan i s a t i on s .  

 
 

 

5 Eurospeak 
 

Le t  u s  s t a r t  t h i s  pa r t  o f  o u r  a r t i c l e  w i t h  a  n i ce  e as y q u es t i on :  P a r l ez -

v o us  eu ro j a r go n?  (D o  yo u  sp eak  E ur o l an gu age? )  I f  yo u  d o ,  yo u  a r e  f ew 

o f  t h e  lu ck y o n e s  an d  i f  n o t ,  yo u  h ad  b e t t e r  s t a r t  l e a rn ing  i t ,  o t he r wi s e  

yo u  w i l l  n o t  b e  ab l e  t o  com mu ni ca t e  w i t h  t h e  Eu r o cr a t s  i n  En g l i sh .  I t  i s  

b e l i ev ed  t h a t  a  go o d  comm and  o f  Eur o ja r go n  h e lp s  yo u  t o  t ak e  p a r t  i n  

an y o f  t h e  E U - gr an t ed  p r o j ec t s .  B y t h e  w a y,  E U - fu nd ed  p ro j ec t s  a re  

v e r y p o pu la r  t h e s e  d a ys .  

                                                 
6
 It is a part of the United Nations which encourages international trade and gives financial help to poor countries 



 

5 .1  European lex ica l  un i ts  

  

E u ro sp eak  o r  E uro j a r go n  i s  a  n ew k i nd  o f  s p ec i a l  an d  m ys t e r io us  

l an gu age  un d e rs t an d ab l e  on l y t o  a  s p ec i f i c  c i rc l e  o f  p eo p l e .  

E u ro l an gu age  w as  i nv en t ed  b y  ´E u r o c l e rk s ´ ,  and  th ey  a r e  t h e  o n l y o n es  

w h o  un d e rs t and  i t .  I t  i s  a s  i f  i t  w as  m ean t  e sp ec i a l l y  f o r  t h em.  Th e  

E u ro p ean  In f o r m at i on  A ss oc i a t i on  pu b l i s he d  a  35 0 -p age  d i c t io n a r y  

ca l l ed  E ur o j ar go n  i n  Feb r u ar y 2 0 0 4 .  I t  i s  a  d i c t i o na r y o f  ab b r ev ia t io ns ,  

a c r o n ym s ,  s ob r iqu e t s  (n i ckn am es )  an d  t e r min o l o gy u s ed  in  t he  

E u ro p ean  U ni on ´s  agen c i e s ,  i n s t i t u t i on s ,  s ch emes ,  p ro j ec t s  an d  

p r o gr am mes .  Th e r e  a r e  mo r e  t h an  5 ,  20 0  en t r i es  i n  t he  d i c t i on a r y.  T h e r e  

a r e  w o rd s  l i k e  E RA S M US ,  LE ON AR DO ,  SO CR AT ES  and  ac r o n ym s  s u ch  

a s  C AP  o r  N O W .  E u ro c r a t s  us e  t h em  wi t ho u t  fu r t h e r  ex p l ana t i on  an d ,  

f o r  t h e  p e r so n  wh o  i s  n o t  an  i n s i d e r ,  i t  i s  u su a l l y  d i f f i cu l t  t o  ge t  t he  

p o i n t .  

      Ho w ev e r ,  Eu ro c r a t s  and  o th e r  p r o -E u ros p eak  p eop l e  t h i nk  t ha t  

E u ro sp eak  i s  no t  j u s t  j a r gon .  T he y s a y  i t  i s  a  E u ro pean  hyb r i d  l an gu age  

t h a t  com es  i n t o  i t s  o wn  wh en  a  E ur op ean  p ro j ec t  h a s  d i f f e r en t  

co l l ab o r a to r s  f rom  d i f f e r en t  E uro p ean  co un t r i es ,  cu l tu r es  an d  

l an gu ages .  E u ro lan gu age ,  i t  i s  c l a im ed ,  ob v i a t e s  t h e  n eed  f o r  

t r an s l a t io ns .  ( On  t h e  con t r a r y ,  w h en  t r ans l a t ed  o n e  f ee l s  t h a t  t h e  

´E u r o ´w o r ds  b ea r  t o o  v agu e  a  m ean ing . )  

      Eu ro do cum ent s  u s e  wo r ds  o f  Eu ro p ean  o r i g in :  i d en t i t y ,  f l e x ib i l i t y ,  

i m p l em en t a t i on ,  i n n ova t i on ,  i n t egra t i on ,  n ego t ia t i on ,  s ub s i d ia r i t y ,  

z on e ,  and  so  o n .  Th e r e  i s  a l s o  a  sp ec i a l  g r o up  o f  w o rd s  co mbi n i n g  w i th  

t h e  p r e f ix  Eu ro -  o r  eu ro - ,  f o r  ex ampl e  eur o ch equ e ,  eur op h i l e ,  

eu ro s c ep t i c ,  eur o cen t r i c ,  e t c .  

 

5.2  Blend ´Eurocrat ´        

 

E u ro cr a t  i s  a  p un  o n  t h e  w o rd  ´b u reau c r a t ´  an d  d eno te s  on e  o f  t h e  

t ho us and s  o f  EU  c i t i z ens  wo rk in g  f o r  E U  i ns t i t u t i on s  ( e .g .  t h e  C ou n c i l ,  



t h e  C omm iss io n ,  t h e  P a r l i am en t ,  e t c . ) .  E ur o la nd  i s  a  n i ck n am e  f o r  t h e  

E U  m emb er  s t a t e s  t ha t  h av e  ad op t ed  t he  eu r o  as  t he i r  cu r r en c y.  T he  

´eu r o  a r ea ´  ( s ome t i m es  ca l l ed  ´ t he  eu r o  zo ne ´ )  i nc l ud es  A us t r i a ,  

Bel g i um,  F in l and ,  F r an ce ,  G er man y,  G r eece ,  I r e l and ,  I t a l y,  

Lu x emb ou r g ,  t h e  Ne t h er l an ds ,  Po r t u ga l ,  an d  Sp a in .  O th e r  co un t r i es  a re  

go i n g  t o  becom e  p ar t  o f  t h i s  ´eu r o  a r ea ´  s o on e r  o r  l a t e r .  

 

5 .3  Faux  amis  (Fa lse  f r iends )  

 

T h e  qu es t i on  i s  wh e th e r  Eu ro sp eak  h e lp s  u s  o r  wh e th er  i t  com pl i ca t es  

o u r  comm un i ca t i on  ev en  m o re .  W e  wi l l  g i v e  on e  ex am pl e  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h e  s i t u a t io n .  In  J an u a r y 2 0 0 6  a  c a se  w as  d i s cus s ed  a t  t h e  Eu ro p ean  

C ou r t  o f  J u s t i c e  c o n ce rn i n g  th e  p r ope r  i n t e r p r e t a t i on  o f  a  ph r a se  us ed  

i n  t h e  l eg i s l a t i on  go v e r n i n g  p ro pr i e t a r y p l an t  va r i e t i e s .  T h e  p o i n t  i s  

t h a t  f a rm ers  a re  a l l o wed  to  k eep  s eed  f rom  t h e i r  c ro ps  f o r  so wi n g  o n  

t h e i r  ow n  f a rm s ,  p ro v i d ed  th e y p a y  a  f a i r  f e e  t o  t h e  b r eede r  o f  t h e  p l an t  

v a r i e t y i n  qu es t i on .  H o w ev e r ,  t h e  l ev e l  o f  t h e  f e e  i s  n o t  k no wn  o r  

s p ec i f i ed ,  an d  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i t  mu s t  b e  ´ s en s ib l y l o w er ´  t h an  t he  

r o ya l t y e l em en t  i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  n ew s eed  o f  t h e  s ame  v a r i e t y.  T h e  

l eg i s l a t i v e  as p ec t s  d o  no t  con ce rn  u s  h e r e .  W e a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  wh a t  

ex ac t l y  ´ s en s ib l y l o w er ´  m ean s .  Th i s  g l a r in g  ga l l i c i sm  ( t ak en  f ro m  th e  

Fr en ch  ex pr e s s i on  ´ s en s i b l em en t  i n f é r i eu r ´ )  m a y b e  t r an s l a t ed  a s  

´d eu t l i ch  n i ed r i ge r ´  i n  G e rm an  and  so m eth in g  l i k e  ´ap pr ec i ab l y l o w er ´  

i n  E n gl i s h .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  no n - n a t i v e  E n g l i sh  s p eak e rs  o u t nu mb er  t h e  

n a t iv e  s p eak e rs .  I t  s e ems  th a t  a  t r an s l a t o r  w as  t ak en  i n  b y a  ´ f a l s e  

f r i en d ´  ( o r  s o - ca l l ed  f a u x  a mi ) .   In  o n e  o f  t h e  U K  pa r l i am en t a r y d eb a te s  

o n  t h e  s ub j ec t  on e  M P  su gges t ed  th a t  a  m or e  app r op r i a t e  ex p r es s io n  to  

c h oo s e  wo u l d  h ave  b een  ´ s u i t ab l y l o w er ´ .  O n e  h a s  t o  co n c l ud e  th a t  

E u ro sp eak  tu r ns  ou t  t o  b e  t h e  h am -f i s t ed  En g l i sh  o f  t h e  n on -n a t iv e  

s p eak e rs  wh o  canno t  sp eak  p ro p er  En g l i s h .  In  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  ca s e  a l l  

t h e  p a r t i e s  a t  t h e  E u ro p ean  Co u r t  o f  J us t i c e  w e re  G e r m an  –  t h e r e  w e r e  

n o  Br i t i sh  o r  I r i s h  j u d ges .  T h a t  i s  wh y t h e  ex p r e s s i on  ´ s ens ib l y l o w er ´  

h ad  no t  b een  ex amin ed  ca r e fu l l y  i n  de t a i l .  



 

5 .4  Four  reasons for  us ing Eurospeak  

 

Wh a t  a r e  t h e  r e aso ns  f o r  us in g  E u ro sp eak ,  E u ro j a r gon ,  v agu e  Eu r o -

ex p r es s io ns ,  d ub i ou s  E u ro - En g l i sh ,  ham - f i s t ed  En g l i sh ,  o r  wh a tev e r  w e  

ch oo s e  t o  c a l l  i t ?  Le t  u s  b e  h on es t  w i t h  ou rs e l v es .  I t  i s  n o t  j u s t  pu r e  

i n com p et ence .  A  Cz ech  S en a t o r ,  Mi r os l av  Šk a l ou d  ( 20 05) ,  h a s  c l a i med  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e as t  f ou r  m ain  rea so ns  fo r  t h i s  p heno m en o n :  

1  T h e  wi sh  to  r e ach  a  co mp r omi s e  a t  an y co s t s  –  t h e  l e s s  s p ec i f i c  

w o r ds  a r e ,  t h e  h i gh e r  a re  t h e  ch an ces  o f  com in g  t o  an  ag r eem en t .  

U s i n g  d ub io us  and  v agu e  w o r ds  m ay b e  q u i t e  p r ac t i c a l :   yo u  can  

a l w ays  ag r ee  o n  e m pt y w o r d s  th a t  p r o mis e  n o th in g  and  h u r t  no  

o n e .  E u ro pean  po l i t i c i an s  ( Eu ro po l i t i c i ans )  a r e  b e l i eved  to  b e  

m o re  f avo ur ab l y l o o ked  u po n  wh en  t h ey f i n d  a  com p rom is e .  

C r ea t i n g  a s  goo d  an  im p re ss io n  as  pos s i b l e  i s  p a r t  o f  t he i r  wo rk  

an d  n eces s a r y t o  t h e i r  p e r s on a l  amb i t i on .  Fo r  ex ampl e :  so c ia l  

eq u i t y  i s  t h e  i d ea l  t h a t  t h e  E U  i ns t i t u t io ns  wo u ld  l i ke  to  a ch iev e .  

A n o t he r  s yn o n ym  f o r  so c ia l  eq u i t y  and  s o c ia l  i nc lu s io n  i s  s o c ia l  

co h er ence ,  d e f i n ed  a s  ´ t h e  c ap ac i t y o f  a  so c i e t y t o  ens u r e  t h e  

w e l f a r e  o f  a l l  i t s  m em b ers ,  mi n im iz in g  d i s p a r i t i e s  an d  av o i d i ng  

s o c i a l  p o l a r i s a t io n ´…  

2  T h e  de s i r e  t o  u nd er e s t im at e  t h e  ac tu a l  imp o r t an ce  o f  a  p r o b l em  –  

an d   i f  so m eth in g  ´d o es  no t  so un d  good ´  i t  i s  i mm ed i a t e ly  g i v en  a  

m o re  ´g l an c i n g ´  nam e  ( in  f a c t ,  an  o p aq u e  n am e) ;  fo r  ex am pl e ,  

p o l i t i ca l  cor r ec tn es s  i s  an  a t t em pt  n o t  t o  g i ve  t h i n gs  t h e i r  p ro p er  

n am es .  F l ex i cu r i t y  i s  ano th e r  ex p r es s i on  av o id in g  t h e  den o t a t ion  

o f  r e a l  t h in gs  b y t h e i r  r e a l  nam es  bu t  i n  f a c t  i t  m eans  no t h i n g  

m o re  th an  t h e  ox ym o r o n i c  ex p r es s io n  ´cu r r en t  f l ex ib i l i t y  an d  

s ecu r i t y  o f  w o r k  p l aces ´ ,  t wo  th in gs  w h i ch  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  

i mp oss ib l e  t o  en su r e  s im ul t an eo us ly .  O n e  can  h a r d ly  en s u re  

w o r k in g  p os i t i ons  an d  o f f e r  a  f l ex i b l e  w o rk in g  m ark e t  a t  t h e  s am e 

t im e .  

3  T h e  de s i r e  t o  m ake  n ew  s o l u t i on s  l oo k  go od  b y m ean s  o f  b r an d -

n ew  w o rds  an d  ex pr e s s io ns ,  a l t h ou gh  t h ey  o f f e r  n o t h in g  b u t  w e l l -



k n ow n  an d  b ana l  ph eno m en a  –  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  so c i a l  cap i t a l  m eans  

ab i l i t i e s  and  s k i l l s ,  d eve lo pm en t  o f  h um a n  r e so ur ces  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  

ed u ca t i on  o f  p eo p le ,  an d  so  o n .  

4  S at i s f yi n g  t h e  r eq u i r em en t s ,  i d eo log i e s  and  id ea s  o f  v a r io us  

l ob b i es  an d  p r es su r e  g r o up s  –   d e f en d e rs  o f  ce r t a in  ph eno m en a  

w an t  t o  p u t  a  n ew  ex p r es s io n  in to  u s e  i f  t he y f a i l  t o  pu t  i n to  use  

t h e  sp ec i f i c  p henom eno n .  T h ey u s u a l l y u s e  v agu e  ex p r es s i on s  t o  

n am e  th e  ´n ew  so c i a l  r i gh t s ´  o f  E U  c i t i z en s ,  su ch  a s  t he  r ig h t  t o  

g e t  a cco m mo da t io n ,  t h e  r ig h t  t o  wo r k  o r  t h e  r ig h t  t o  h ea l t h .  S uch  

r i gh t s  a r e  r a t h e r  d ub io us  an d  no t  c l e a r l y d e f i n ed .  Th e  r i gh t  t o  g e t  

a cco mm od at i on  i s  t o  su pp o r t  av a i l ab i l i t y  a t  a  s u i t ab l e  l ev e l .   T h e  

r ig h t  t o  w or k  m ean s  no t h i n g  e l s e  t han  th e  ach i ev em en t  o f  t he  

h i gh es t  and  t h e  mo s t  s t ab l e  l ev e l  o f  em plo ym en t  p os s ib l e .  T he  

r ig h t  t o  h ea l th  h as  n o t  b een  d e f i n ed  ye t ,  an d  so ,  as  Šk a l ou d  po in t s  

o u t ,  i t s  ap p l i c a t io n  i s  b e yo n d  co mmo n s en s e .  Hea l th  i s ,  acco r d in g  

t o  t h e  in t e r na t io n a l  o r gan iz a t io n  WH O,  a  h i gh l y s u b j ec t ive  f ee l in g  

t h a t  ha s  en o r mo us  i nd e f i n ab l e  a sp ec t s ,  i n c lu d in g  gen e t i c  f a c to r s .  

T h a t  i s  w h y i t  i s  i mp os s ib l e  t o  app l y  i t  a ccur a t e l y  t o  an y  

i nd iv i du a l .  

 

5 .5  At tempt  to  charac te r i ze  Eurospeak  

 

T h e r e  a r e  o th e r  s pec i f i c  E u ro - ex p r es s io ns  t h a t  h ave  som et h i n g  t o  do  

w i t h  E U ph eno m ena  and  a r e  comm on  to  a l l  memb er  s t a t e s .  Fo r  ex amp l e ,  

a cqu i s  co mm un au ta i r e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  r i gh t s  an d  d u t i e s  s h a r ed  i n  a l l  

m em b e r  s t a t es ;  ha r mo ni z a t i on  su gges t s  u n i f i c a t i on  o f  s t and a rd s ,  

S h en gh en  d eno t es  an  a r ea  wi th ou t  i n t e rn a l  b o rd e rs ,  i n c l ud i n g  th e  

co mmo n v i s a  po l i cy .  

      Wh a t  ex ac t l y  i s  E u ros p eak?  Lo r an g  (2 00 5 )  s t a t e s :  ´Li n gu i s t en  

v e r s t eh en  d a ru n t e r  d en  zu nehm end en  E in f l us s  d es  En g l i sch en  au f  and e r e  

eu r op ä i s ch e  S pr ach en . ´  ( ´ Li n gu i s t s  u n de r s t an d  b y t h i s  t h e  i n c r eas i n g  

i n f lu en ce  o f  En g l i sh  o n  o t h e r  E u ro pean  l an gu a ges . ´ )  H ow ev e r ,  h e  d o es  

n o t  con s i de r  Eu r osp eak  i n  t h e  s am e  w a y a s  Š k a l ou d .  Lo r an g  i n c l ud es  



i n t e rn a t io n a l  an g l i c i sm s  in  Eu r os peak ,  fo r  ex am pl e  w o rd s  l i ke  

´ s h o pp in g´ ,  ´ ev en t ´  o r  ´ l i f e s t yl e ´ .  S uch  l ex i ca l  u n i t s  a r e  u su a l l y u s ed  b y  

yo u n g  p eo p l e  i n  F ran ce ,  G e rm an y,  H u n ga r y,  I t a l y,  La t v i a ,  Lu x em bo u r g ,  

an d  e l s ewh e r e .  

      S o  wh en  an swer in g  t h e  qu es t i on  ´ W h at  i s  E ur os p eak ? ´ ,  i t  i s  m uch  

ea s i e r  t o  s ay w h a t  i s  i t  n o t .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  l an gu age  o f  Vi rg i n i a  Wo ol f  o r  

Wi l l i am  Sh ak es pea r e .  I t  i s  no t  t he  En g l i sh  o f  M ark  Tw a in ,  To n i  

M o r r i s on  o r  Er n es t  H emin gw a y e i t h e r .  I t  i s  de f in i t e l y n o t  t he  En g l i sh  o f  

t h e  Ox fo r d  d i c t i ona r y.  W i t h  r ega r d  to  v o cab u l a r y i t  h a s  n o t h in g  t o  do  

w i t h  s t an d a rd  Br i t i s h ,  I r i s h  o r  Am er i can  E n g l i s h .  

      Eu ro sp eak  i s  ch a r ac t e r i s t i c  o f  a  pa r t i cu l a r  l an gu a ge  l ev e l  –  l ex i ca l  

l ev e l  and  w or d  fo rm at io n .  In  f a c t ,  i t  i s  a  l ex i con  o f  t e r m s  an d  h i gh l y  

f o rm a l  ex p re s s io ns  u s ed  b y t h e  E u ro p ean  c l e rks  an d  b u r eau c r a t s .  I t  d o e s  

n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  o th e r  l an gu age  l eve l s  ( e i t he r  i n  g r amm ar  o r  s yn t ax ) ,  

a l t ho u gh  f ro m  th e  s t yl i s t i c  p o i n t  o f  v i ew  h i gh  fo rm a l i t y  an d  ab s t r ac t i on  

( o f t en  ev en  v aguenes s )  a re  t yp i ca l  o f  t h e  ´eu r o t e rms ´ .  E u r o sp eak  d o es  

n o t  h av e  t o  b e  sp ok en  o r  wr i t t en  on ly  i n  E n g l i sh .  I t  m igh t  b e  f ou nd  in  

o th e r  n a t i on a l  l angu ages  o f  t h e  E U m emb ers .  I t  i s  no t  t h e  l an gu a ge  

f ami l y t h a t  i s  im por t an t ,  b u t  t he  cho i ce  o f  E ur os p eak  w o rd s .  I t  t u r ns  o u t  

t h a t  En g l i sh  h as  b eco m e  an  in no cen t  v i c t im  o f  E u ro sp eak ;  ho w eve r ,  h ad  

i t  b een  s po ken  o n  a  w o r ld  wid e  s ca l e  t h i s  co u ld  hav e  hap p en ed  to  an y  

o th e r  l an gu age ,  t o o .  

 

5 .6  The EU in  numbers  

 

T h e r e  a r e  2 3  l an guages  ( s in ce  J anu a r y  2 00 7 )  sp ok en  in  t he  E U ,  wh ich  i s  

n o t  a c tu a l l y  an  en o r mo us  nu mb er .  On  t he  o t h e r  h and ,  2 3  l an gu ages  

m ean  o v er  4 00  d i f f e r en t  l an gu age - com bi na t i ons  d u r in g  t r ans l a t io n  o r  

i n t r ep r e t a t io n  p r oce s s es .  T h e  E U  b u d ge t  f o r  t h e  t r an s l a t o r s  and  

i n t e rp r e t e r s  com es  t o  €  1 ,  20 0 ,  0 0 0 ,  0 00  and  in c r eas es  ev e r y yea r  i n  

p r op o r t i on  t o  t h e  r i s in g  n umb er  o f  l an gu ages .  Eu r o cr a t s  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h i s  

i s  no t  v e r y  s u b s t an t i a l  wh en  t h e  nu mber  i s  ex p r es s ed  in  a  p e r cen t age  –  

i t  m ak es  ´o n l y´  1  p e r  c en t  o f  t h e  wh o l e  E U  an nu a l  bu d ge t  an d  i t  i s  



´o n l y´  s l i gh t l y o v e r  € 2  p er  o ne  E U c i t i z en  p e r  yea r .  In  r e a l i t y ,  i t  

d ep en ds  on  on e ´s  po in t  o f  v i ew .  M an y p eop l e  w ou ld  s ay  i t  i s  t o o  m u ch .  

T h e  Eu r op ean  mu l t i l i n gu a l  ap pr o ach  i s  n o t  ch eap  a t  a l l .  O n  o ne  h and ,  

E u ro c r a t s  p r o c l a im t h e  m ul t i l i n gu a l  v i ew po in t  an d  o n  t h e  o th e r ,  t h e y  

u s e  E n gl i s h  a s  o f t en  as  po ss i b l e  t o  co mm uni ca t e .  A l l  l an gu ages  i n  t h e  

E U  a r e  b e l i ev ed  ( an d  d ec l a r ed )  t o  b e  eq u a l .  T h er e  a r e ,  h o w ev e r ,  on l y  

t h ree  w o rk in g  l an gu ages  in  t h e  E U:  En g l i s h ,  F r en ch  and  G e r m an  –  t h a t  

i s  n o  l an gu age  eq u i t y.  T h a t  i s  l an guage  d om in an ce ,  and  h egem on y o f  

t h e  th r ee  ch os en  l an gu ages .  T h e  q ues t io n  i s  w h e t he r  a  f a i r  an d  eq ua l  

t r e a tm en t  i s  po ss ib l e  fo r  a l l  l an gu ages  i n  t h e  wh o l e  E U .  W e  do  no t  

t h i nk  s o  –  t h e  nu mb er  2 3  ex p r es se s  on l y t h e  n um ber  o f  o f f i c i a l  

l an gu ag es  sp ok en  in  t h e  m em b e r  s t a t es ,  an d  t h e  l an gu ages  o f  m in or i t i e s  

a r e  ex c lu d ed .  Wh at  i s  mo r e  ev en  the s e  23  l an gu ages  a r e  no t  t r e a t ed  

eq u a l l y  w i t h i n  t he  E U  in s t i t u t io ns .  H ow  can  on e  ex p ec t  o t h e r  l an gu ages  

t o  b e  t r e a t ed  ´w e l l ´?  

      Th e  im po r t ance  o f  E u ro sp ea k  sho u l d  no t  b e  u nd e re s t im at ed .  I t  i s  

h e r e  t o  m an i pu l a t e  o u r  m in ds ,  t o  fo r ce  u s  t o  d o  t h e  t h in gs  t h e  Eu r o cr a t s  

w an t  u s  t o  d o .  R e fe r en da  on  th e  E U  C on s t i t u t io n  o r  o n  E U  en la r gem en t  

a r e  v e r y  go o d  ex am pl es .  I f  a  r e f e r end um  f a i l s  i n  on e  mem b er  cou n t r y ,  

t h a t  m e an s  ju s t  on e  t h i n g  –  t h e  r e fe r en dum  i s  p u t  o f f  f o r  a  c e r t a in  

p e r i od  o f  t i m e ,  bu t  l a t e r  on  i t  t ak e s  p l ace  an yw a y,  t h e  E u r o c ra t s  h av in g  

b ecom e  mo r e  ac t ive  an d  a l e r t  i n  t h e  in t e r v en in g  p e r io d ,  u s i n g  a  m ass i ve  

p r op agan d a  m ach i ne  t o  ´m ak e  t h e  vo x  p o pu l i  ( r e f e re nd um )  su cces s f u l ´ .  

A n y r e f e r en du m  i s  co ns id e r ed  a  f a i l u re  i f  t h e  r es u l t s  a r e  d i f fe r en t  f rom 

t h e  Eu r oc r a t s ´  wi shes  an d  r eq u i r em en t s .   

 

5.7  Emma Wagner ´s  suggest ions  

 

E mm a  W agn e r  su gges t s  s ev er a l  p oss ib l e  w ays  o f  r e s o lv ing  t h i s  i s s ue  on  

h e r  w ebs i t e  h t tp : / /w w w . cu l t i v a t e - in t .o r g / i s s u e4 / eu ro sp eak / .  T he r e  i s  no  

s p ace  fo r  us  t o  p r es en t  a l l  h e r  i n sp i r in g  i d eas ,  bu t  p ro bab l y o n e  o f  t he  

m os t  s t r i k i n g  sh e  ad du ces  i s  w ha t  sh e  ca l l s  t h e  cu r e  f or  Eu ro sp eak  

w h en  on  on e  h and  s h e  su gges t s  en co ur ag i n g  p eop le  t o  speak  E u ro sp eak ,  

http://www.cultivate-int.org/issue4/eurospeak/


b u t  o n  th e  o th e r  han d  d i s co ur ag i n g  th em f ro m w r i t i n g  i t .   W agn e r  a l so  

m en t i on s  t h a t  an  i mp o r t an t  ro l e  i s  p l a yed  b y  au d ien ce  aw ar en es s ,  

h o nes t y,  r e s po ns i b i l i t y ,  p l an n i n g  ah ead  and  ex p e r t  ed i t i n g .  T h e  l as t -

m en t i on ed  can  b e  co ns id e r ed  t h e  mo s t  s i gn i f i c an t  i n  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  t he  

2 3  o f f i c i a l  l an gu ages  o f  t h e  2 7  m em b er  s t a t es .  H e r  i d ea  i s  t o  a l l ow 

´ex p er t s  t o  r ew r i t e  d o cu me n t s  b e fo r e  t h ey a r e  t r ans l a t ed ´  i n t o  a l l  23  

l an gu ages  (W agn e r ,  2 00 1 ) .  Sh e  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  ex p e r t  con su l t an t s  and /o r  

ex p e r t  ed i to r s  cou l d  com e  f rom  ou t s id e .  A ga in s t  t h i s ,  E u ro c r a t s  c an  

o b j ec t  t h a t  o u t s id e r s  d o  n o t  k no w  eno u gh  ab ou t  a  p a r t i cu l a r  f i e l d  t o  

co mp r eh end  th e  eu r od o cu ment s .  How ev e r ,  W agn e r  t h i nk s  th a t   ´ i f  

i n t e l l i gen t ,  i n t e r es t ed  r ead e r s  do n ´ t  u n de r s t an d ,  t h a t  p r o v es  t h a t  t h e  

d o cu m en t s  n eed  t o  b e  r ew r i t t en ´  ( i b id . ) .  Th e r e  i s  n o  rea s on  t o  a r gue  

w i t h  h e r  ab ou t  t h i s  l o g ica l  and  s en s i b l e  po in t .  

 

 

6 Conclusion 
 

A s  w e  h av e  sh ow n ,  l an gu age  i s  a  s t ro n g  an d  im po r t an t  i n s t ru m en t  fo r  

p r e s en t in g   ( E ur o )p o l i t i c s ,  an d  fo r  en f o r c i n g  th e  Eu r oc ra t s ´  wi sh es ,  bu t  

a t  t he  sam e t im e ,  i t  m a y b ecom e  t he  so u r ce  o f  m an y co n f l i c t s .  Th e  E U,  

i n  i t s  cun n in g  w a y,  t ak e s  s ov e r e i gn t y  o u t  o f  t h e  h an ds  o f  t h e  n a t i on a l  

s t a t es  i n  an  i nc r eas in g l y l a r ge  n umb er  o f  c as es .  T h e  use  ( o r  ab us e )  o f  

l an gu age  p l a ys  an  im po r t an t  p a r t  i n  t h i s  p ro ces s .   
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RESUMÉ  
 

T h e  p r e sen t ed  a r t i c l e  ch a r ac t e r i z es  t h e  sp ec i f i c  f e a t u r es  o f  t h e  sp ec i a l  

k in d  o f  E n g l i s h  ca l l ed  Eu ro sp eak .  Th e  au th o r  em ph as i s e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

i s  no t  t h e  s t and a rd  E n g l i s h  sp ok en  by  n a t i ve  sp eak e rs  i n  t h e  U K ,  th e  

R epu b l i c  o f  I r e l an d  o r  t h e  US A .  
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