HISTORY AND CULTURE OF GREAT BRITAIN (The English Language & Literature, Translator & Interpreter Distance Study Programme)
History of Great Britain test questions

N. B.
Please note that the parenthetic references in brackets do not represent an exhaustive list of the points you should cover. They only refer to the issues you should not omit in answering a particular question.
1. Describe the prehistoric period in Britain’s history (land, climate, the Neolithic period, Neolithic monuments, the Celts)
2. Describe the Neolithic settlement of Skara Brae and its significance as a prehistoric archaeological site.
3. Talk about the Roman Britain (the military campaigns of G. J. Caesar and Claudius, subsequent Roman occupation, Roman life, towns, etc.).

4. Compare the origins, building and purpose of the Hadrian’s Wall and the West Bank barrier in present day Israel. (What are the similarities and differences? What positive/negative implications did/do the walls have for the communities in which they were built? Did the two walls achieve what they were constructed for?)

5. Discuss the Anglo-Saxon invasions, culture, society and the most important political developments of the Anglo-Saxon period until the year 1066 (the Anglo-Saxon tribes, the areas they settled, King Offa, King Alfred, government and society, the Viking invasions).

6. Discuss the arguments in favour and against the claims to the English throne of William of Normandy and Harold Godwinson in the run up to the battle of Hastings in 1066.
7. What was the Norman Conquest and what changes did the Normans introduce to England after the conquest (include feudalism, the Doomsday Book, political developments, the reign of Henry II)?
8. Describe the decline of the feudal rule and the erosion of the English king’s powers during the Early Middle Ages (Magna Carta, the struggle of the Church against the state – Thomas Becket, the beginnings of Parliament).

9. What were the causes, course and the effects of the Hundred Years’ War?
10. Describe the pathology of the Black Death, its social and psychological consequences and outline the most important events of the Peasant’s Revolt in the 14th century.
11. Describe the origins, causes and the most important events as well as implications of the English Reformation.

12. Characterise the reign of Elizabeth I, her foreign policy and England’s growing overseas trading empire.

13. Outline what the disagreements between Parliament and the Crown in the early decades of the 17th century were and talk about the causes as well as the main events of the English Civil wars up to 1649.
14. Try and describe what Charles I’s attitude towards art was and how it corresponded with the Puritan values of the time.
15. Describe the most important developments in British politics in the first half of the 18th century (politics and finance, the era of Robert Walpole).

16. What do you know about John Wilkes? (Describe the inadequacies of British parliamentary system in the mid-18th century, Wilkes’s struggle for the rights of the individual, the role of newspapers). 
17. What were the causes of the Industrial Revolution in Britain?

18. Describe the effects of the Industrial Revolution on Britain’s economy and society (industries – iron/cotton production, the demise of cottage industry, and the rise of new social classes).
19. Outline the most important political developments of the first half of the 19th century (1815 – 1832: the negative effects of the Industrial Revolution, the plight of the poor, riots, social reform).
20. Why do historians refer to the period between the 1850s and 1870s as an “age of self-confidence” (the Great Exhibition, the railway, the rise of the middle classes, growth of towns and cities)?

21. Describe Britain’s involvement in WWI and say what effects the war had on British society as a whole.

22. Talk about the most important political, economic and social developments in Britain in the period between the two wars (the rise of the Labour Party, the rights of women, Ireland, effects of the Great Depression).

23. Explain Britain’s foreign policy in the run up to WWII and describe the challenges the British faced on the war fronts and at home (the policy of appeasement: N. Chamberlain, the role of W. Churchill, overseas military engagements, the home front).
24. Discuss the domestic policies of the post-war Labour government with the emphasis on the creation of a welfare state (include specific welfare reforms).
25. Describe the process of Britain’s loss of its overseas colonial empire after WWII (the attitude of League of Nations and the UN, India, the Suez Crisis, Africa, creation of the Commonwealth).
