1. Prehistoric Britain

 (     - 55 BC)

(seminar activity worksheet)

	Important dates:
	1850, 3000 BC, 2500 BC,

	
	

	Names & Places:
	Skara Brae, the island of Orkney, Maes Howe, West Kennet Long Barrow in Wiltshire,  

	
	

	Vocabulary:


	ferocious sea storm, remains, dotted over an area, utterly unknowable, to boast, glimpse, perched on the western coast,

hut, sandstone slabs, biting winds, living cheek by jowl, decorated alley ways, red bream, mussels and oysters,  the shallows, houses dug into the ground, thriving and bustling community, to show off, fully-equipped all-purpose living room, hearth (n.), stone tank, fish bait, indoor toilet, heather and straw, snug, dresser, house-proud villagers, to take countless man hours to build, toilers and craftsmen, domestic dwellings
mausoleum, swelling, lag sthg along/through sthg, stupendous high vaulted masonry chamber, elaborately decorated, carvings, family vault, the rays of winter solstice, to break into, to leave a legacy, graffiti, to filch sthg, hoi polloi, to abandon fields



TASK 1:
Watch Simon Shama’s first part of History of Britain entitled The Beginnings. The author will be talking about Skara Brae, an ancient archeological site.  As you listen take notes to answer the following questions.

1. What is Skara Brae and where is it situated?

2. Throughout which period archaeologists believe was Skara Brae inhabited?

3. What were the differences in climate then in comparison with what they are today?

4. What did the inhabitants of Skara Brae do for a living?

5. How did the houses in Skara Brae look like and what did they have in their interior?
6. How was it possible that people in the period were able to handle such large pieces of stone?

7. How far is the site of Maes Howe from Skara Brae?

8. What parts is the monument at Maes Howe made up of?

9. For what purpose was the monument at Maes Howe built? What evidence do we have that it was used for that purpose?
10. Who were the first raiders that we know must have broken into this monument? (What legacy did they leave behind?)

TASK 2:
Test question

Give a detailed description of the Neolithic sites at Skara Brae. (Comment on its location, historical period, architectural features, style of life, interior furnishings, etc.)
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