BBC Online readers‘ views on what makes the British British

Apart from the sea, what keeps the British together?
David Blunkett's comments on race, supported by Tony Blair, have led to a debate about what defines Britishness. Here BBC News Online readers have their say. 
Politicians down the ages have found great difficulty in defining what is Britishness. Not least because Britain is made up of separate countries, but also because of the increasing diversity of society. 

On Monday we asked you to give your definitions of what made the British British. From the hundreds of responses some interesting patterns have emerged. 
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A cup of tea. Britain, India and china


Many people (from all parts of the world) said the traditional images of Britain still summed the country up for them. 

For E Davey of the US, it was "Shakespeare, Milton, Cromwell, Churchill". 

For Elaine from Australia, it was "the love of Marmite and Jaffa Cakes". 

The enduring popularity of a cup of tea, and the rise of chicken tikka masala (identified by former foreign secretary Robin Cook as being the new national dish) were mentioned many times. 

A couple of people pointed out that both items indicate the Indian influence on Britain, and that multiculturalism was scarcely a new thing. 
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Nostalgia, bad weather and having a whinge
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	James Thomas, Australia 


There were also more idiosyncratic views of Britain. 
"The British love everything being slightly useless and outdated", said Stuart Fox of the US. 

Oli from Bristol said Britishness was "Chronic cynicism, moaning and escapism through drink". 
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Putting animal welfare before human welfare




	H, Korea 


Views from overseas varied widely. "Being British is crooked teeth, a willingness, nay, a need to put up with monarchy, and a stiff upper lip. You guys rock," wrote Doug Bark, of the US. 

The British slogan was "Sorry, sorry, sorry," wrote Dominique Winne from Belgium. 

"A healthy disrespect for authority," said Peter Abbott from the US. 

Jonathan Lieberman of the US wrote: "To be British is to be loyal, honourable, and proud. Great Britain is one of the most admirable nations on this planet. It has done so much and contributed so much to this world and for the advancement of mankind, and it is for me an honour to live in a country that has been so influenced by the UK." 
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Basil Fawlty: That old sense of humour


But Johannes Kotlett, of Germany, ventured: "To admit that other countries have a better way of doing things but to continue in their stone-age way because 'we've always done it like that' (this sends me crazy!!!)." 
Harry from the UK said the truth was more serious than many of "our foreign friends" appreciated. "Just look at our behaviour during international football matches, crime levels, a decrepit NHS, high retail prices and built-up cities," he said. 

Despite the light-hearted characteristics many chose, there were immensely serious issues at stake. 

A Larter from the UK said Mr Blunkett seemed to have missed the point. He said:"Britishness is multicultural - it's just extended past the English, Welsh, Scots and Irish in the last few hundred years and especially during this century." 

Rich, also from the UK, said there was a danger of choosing insipid and patronising views of what type of people the British were. "Let's not forget that not everyone likes cricket, lives in the countryside or can stand drinking warm beer," he said. "Ultimately this kind of discussion leads to painting yourself into a corner, just like Blunkett has done. Now that he is forced to define Britishness it will offend countless people, both those who are from ethnic minorities and those such as myself who are not." 
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William Shakespeare: British before Britain existed?


Ian Harris echoed those sentiments, saying: "It depends upon whether you're interested in caricatures and stereotypes or reality. Being British is probably meaningless to most of our population - we are much more likely to define our identity in terms of being Scots, Welsh, Irish, English, Manx, etc." 

He said the British defined themselves by distinctions from their neighbours, so no-one should really have a problem with Britons who defined themselves as being a "Pakistani Briton" or "Muslim Briton". 

Final words however go to 

· Rachel K in New Zealand who said: "I've still to discover another country whose people share the same dry, witty sense of humour that the British born have, regardless of race or religion." 

· Simon Briggs, from England, who wrote: "Nine months of winter and three months of bad weather", and 

· Monica, who nominated "Irony and the BBC."
It is not clear, but Monica's comment might just be a delightfully witty self-referential joke. How very British.
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