3. Anglo-Saxon Britain

 (410--1066)

(seminar activity worksheet 2004/2005)

	Important dates:
	410, 1066,

	
	

	Names & Places:
	Vortigern,  Wroxeter (Shropshire), Sutton Hoo, Hibernia, Saint Patrick, Valhalla

	
	

	Vocabulary:


	to be infested with barbarians, to handle sthg, to hire sb. to deal with sthg., refugee, a hoard, to exploit a yawning vacuum of power, a boon, a curse, to make a spectacular blunder, to turn on sb., to pillage, dismayed, a faux pas, a process of adaptation (in contrast to annihilation), make-do, hybrid improvised world, poised between Roman ruins and Anglo-Saxon beginnings, tiles, paving, basilica, to fall in (roof), timber structure, phantom Britannia,  to become more makeshift, the fabric of life, to became threadbare, to hanker after sthg., to bear startling resemblance to sthg., a culture based on blood feud, punishment by ordeal, plunder, a glue of loyalty, the relics of sthg, to be teased by a question, a pagan Valhala, the history of conversion, warriors carrying Christian gospels, patrician, to be kidnapped, to be ordained, to be visited by prophetic dreams, a messenger of the gospel, a monastic ideal of a retreat, a stronghold, an encampment of God, dragon slayers, 


TASK 1:
Watch Simon Shama’s first part of A History of Britain entitled The Beginnings, where the author talks about the Anglo-Saxon period. As you listen take notes to answer the following questions.

1. Given that the beginning of the 5th century was one of the “genuine fateful” moments in British history why is it inhabitants of Britain were slow to realise it?

2. To what event in recent British history does S. Shama compare the arrival of Anglo-Saxons to Britain?

3.  What does the exquisite hoard shown in the film attest to? (Where and when was it discovered?)
4. What does S. Shama believe was the most important reason for the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons to Britain?
TASK 2:
Instructions as above
5. What was the reaction of the native Romanised population to the settlement of the newly arrived Anglo-Saxon tribes?
6. What was the geographical distribution of power in the next two centuries following the arrival of the Anglo-Saxons?

7. What was the attitude of the Anglo-Saxons to the remnants of Roman culture in Britain?
8. In what aspects did the Anglo-Saxon social system differ to the one established by the Romans?
TASK 3:
Instructions as above

9. In what place did the process of Christianisation of the British Isles begin? (According to S. Shama, how did Patrick go about its mission of Christianisation in this place?)
10. To whom are Anglo-Saxon historians indebted for written accounts on the history of the conversion of the Saxon lords? (What attitude did the author have to the Church himself?)
11. What example does Bede gives us to illustrate the idea of human life on the earth in comparison to what comes before and after it?

12. To whom did Bede look for authority in an effort to promote the spread of Christianity among Anglo-Saxon nobles? (What were the two churches that competed for the conversion of the Anglo-Saxons? 
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