WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 1: ESSAY

Topic

Since time immemorial humans have produced images of themselves for various purposes. Before the advent of photography this job had been assigned to artists, sculptors and painters. The problem with images of people had been that people could influence the image producer so that the final representation of a person suited their needs. This was done for various purposes. But why? What intentions did people have when they wanted to recreate images of themselves according to their own liking? Did they fear something? Arguably, the arrival of photography, television and digital technology was supposed to contribute to a much truer visual representation of people. Or, or was it? Are there any guidelines that we could go by when trying to work out whether an image is a true representation of a person? Have images of ourselves been at all useful to us? Have they not been just a means for us how to distort and manipulate reality? Give thought to these and other related questions and think what your opinions are. Then organise your thoughts in a coherent way and think carefully what your overall conclusion and attitude to the topic is. In an essay, you have argue your point of view. Give your essay a title, thesis statement and rewrite it thinking about the best way to express your ideas. Below are some more tips for ideas you can think about and the formal requirements your essay has to comply with. 
· Over the centuries, what have been the purposes for which people wanted to produce images (drawings, paintings, photos) of themselves?

· Can it be argued that, on the whole, people in history have been concerned with as real representation of their physical appearance as it was possible to achieve? Or, have they shown tendency to recreate their visual representations of themselves in the way they wanted to present for the rest of the society?
· What have been the examples in history, in which images of people were misused in a most blatant way? For what purpose?

· Some argue that in the day of photography people have lost their power to influence the way their images are presented to the rest of the world (in other words they say that photography “cannot lie”.)  Is this true?

· Is there such a thing as a true and objective visual representation (from painting to photograph) of a person or we can never escape the subjectivity of image producer?

· Can an image of ourselves (a painting or photography) convey our human qualities?
NOTE:
You do not have to deal with all the above points. They are just suggestions for you to start thinking about the topic. Remember, in your essay, you have to argue a point of view on the given topic and all individual points you make in the essay should adhere to it.

Formal requirements

The essay has to be typed, double-spaced, submitted in hard copy, or electronically via e-mail to the following address: licko@fhv.umb.sk  For the layout, content and all other requirements for your essay follow the guidelines in John Langan’s publication English Skills (McGraw-Hill 1997), PART THREE – ESSAY DEVELOPMENT. (available only in the electronic form in your ETBP folder under Written Assignments)

Assessment

The following features of your essay will be assessed: 1. Thesis statement, 2. Introductory paragraph, 3. Coherence, 4. Conclusion

Deadline

Essays must be submitted by the day of your final written test (to be agreed). No essays after this date will be accepted

