5. Late Middle-Ages
 (1308--1485)

(seminar activity worksheet 2004/2005)

	Important dates:
	1348, 1381

	
	

	Names & Places:
	Edward III., the Tartars, Crimea, Turkey, 
Smithfield, Wat Taylor, Shakespeare, 

	
	

	Vocabulary:


	to vanquish (one’s enemy), longbows, plague,  to undergo a purgatory,  to come hard on the heels of sth.,  pestilence, a pilgrimage through pain,  
bacillus Yersinia pestis, the germ of plague, the guts of infected fleas, cargoes of grain, the fur of black rats, point of entry, cut a swathe of destruction, infected bodies, biological warfare, mainland Europe, merciless indiscriminate swiftness, unhinged, onslaught, to overwhelm the immune system, bloody coughing, to inhale a tiny droplet of mucus,  tightly packed streets, vermin crawling with fleas, nibble of a flea, buba,  terrified and bewildered, to abandon the sick to their fate, to recoil from contact (with their children), utter desolation and terror, complete collapse of everything taken for granted, to cart away bodies, to be disposed of, the day of judgement, in the grip of the epidemic, excavations, mass pits, to pitchfork sth., to unearth, to dump in, contagious, corruption of the atmosphere, putrefaction, physician and herbalists, pomades and potions, antidote for the stricken, to be of no avail, pestilence laid upon mankind as a chastisement for its manifold sins,  lewd necklines, lascivious dancing, shameless adultery, contrite (adj.), to be laid waste 
to be at someone’s mercy, a rabble, rich abbeys, estates belonging to tax collectors, to bear the seal of the Exchequer, to be marked out for destruction, manorial accounts, to remain fervently loyal to the crown, to have a just cause, to loot, to put sth. to the torch, to decapitate, to be at one’s prayers, rampaging rebels, to hack sb’s head off, to stick sth on a spike and parade it through the streets, London crumbling into smoking ruins, to ride through jostling crowds, to read the script, to take humiliation, a young esquire, to take a hard line, to break a spell, horseback fighting, to be deliberately ambiguous, reassertion of royal authority, to diffuse the immediate crisis, to break up a rebellion, offers of pardons and mercy, implacable resolution, apparent concessions,  rustic, to spare one’s life, to follow a course of action, to remain in bondage, to strive to suppress sb., to fall to one’s knees, petulant, self-admiring king, to be trapped in the adolescent fantasy of indestructibility, 


Watch Simon Shama’s second volume of A History of Britain, chapter entitled King Death, where the author talks about the 14th century England. As you listen take notes to answer the following questions.

TASK 1:
Introduction; the Plague
1. From where did the Black Death get to Europe and England?

2. How did the infection of Black Death spread to humans?
3.  What were the symptoms of infected victims?
4. How does the narrator describe the attitude of the living to those dying, infected with the plague?

5. To what causes did the medieval people of England put down the occurrence of Black Death?

6. What remedies were used to in the hope of helping the infected to recover?

TASK 2:
The Peasants’ Revolt
7. What became the target of the rebellious peasants on the march to London? (In other words, what did the peasants want to destroy?)
8. What was the proclaimed attitude of the rebels to the reigning king Richard II.?
9. What happed at Smithfield near London, during the negotiations between the rebels and King Richard?
10. What were the demands of the rebellious peasants?

11. What tactics did King Richard employ to deal with the peasants’ demands?
12. What has been the stereotypical image of King Richard II.?  (Whose portrayal of Richard has contributed most to this image?
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