7. The Stuarts: Charles I and Art
(seminar worksheet 2006/2007)

TASK 1:
Comparison of portraits by Hans Holbein and Anthony Van Dyck
a. In pairs look at portraits Lady with a Squirrel and a Starling (1528) by Hans Holbein and Portrait of a Girl as Erminia Accompanied by Cupid (1638) by Anthony van Dyck. The two foreign painters are considered to be the founders of two very different painting traditions in the British visual arts. 
b. Now look at the expressions and words in the two columns below. The words in the left column refer to a painter’s style and approach. Words in the right column describe sitters’ human qualities and values they subscribed to. Think about the way how each expression can relate to one of the portraits and painting styles of the two masters. Put the letters H (for Holbein) or D (for van Dyck) next to each expression in the table.
	PAINTER, HIS STYLE & APPROACH
	SITTERS & THEIR HUMAN QUALITIES

	
	

	quiet realism
	honesty

	brightness of colour
	disguise

	stillness
	simplicity

	sensuality
	glamour

	unadorned reality
	earth-bound

	rooted in observation
	determination

	sense of drama
	irresistible (of a woman’s appearance)

	strong lines of draughtsmanship
	capacity for inward reflection

	painter of movement
	seductive power

	precision
	common sense

	imagination
	human temptress

	painter of myths, dreams and aspiration
	empiricism

	openness and freedom
	consciousness of responsibility

	fragile beauty
	self-effacement

	fantasy
	modesty

	transformation of sitters
	reserve


TASK 2:
Questions based on reading
1. What was the attitude of Charles I to art?

2. Where did Charles get enchanted by the great works of art of European renaissance?

3. Where did the court painter of Charles I come from?
TASK 3:
Portraits of Charles I by Anthony van Dyck
Look at portraits of Charles I. Take a minute or two to think about these paintings. Write down three comments, observations or questions that you would like to share or ask. 

TASK 4:
The Banqueting House in London
Look at the photographs of the exterior and interior of the Banqueting House in London. Answer the following questions.

1. Who was the architect of the building?

2. What else was the architect of the building frequently commissioned to do by Charles I?

3. When and in what architectural style was the Banqueting House built?

4. What role did Charles I play in the construction of this building?
5. When was Charles I executed and what were the formal charges against him?

6. What was the scene of Charles’s execution?
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