8. Eighteen Century: “The Wrong Empire”
(seminar activity worksheet 2005/2006)

Names & places:
Rule Britannia (18th century British patriotic song), the East India Company, the Atlantic Seaboard, the Appalachian Mountains, the Caribbean, the West Indies, Barbados, Bristol, Liverpool, Glasgow, Olaudah Equiano, 
Vocabulary:
to bask in sthg., a standing army, manifold blessings, the pay off of liberty, a tiny outcrop of insignificant islands, to endure, to share one’s bounty, raw coercion


trading posts, tiny enclaves, printed cottons, to eat, sleep and breath the same mantra, to seek one’s fortunes, to read the Bible unmolested, to brave the fever and the swamps, to rake in profits, to cater to Europe’s little addictions, a money spinner, to make sthg more palatable, a cash crop, a perfect habitat, sugar cane, saturating rains, to get ripe, the crushers, the rollers, a machete, to sever the limbs, human beasts of burden, the logistics, a commodity, the sideshow of Empire, coffee houses (of England), a thing of devilish prettiness, a hairpin, a branding iron, a multitude of black people, countenances expressing dejection, overpowered with horror and anguish, to make a venture profitable, to be stacked in two layers, a ship’s hold, air unfit for respiration, a variety of loathsome smells, deplorable situation aggravated by galling of the chains, to be suffocated, the shrieks of the women and the groans of the dying, inconceivable, slaves manacled together, a loincloth, an overseer of a plantation, to give floggings to sb., discarded trinkets, 
Now Watch Simon Shama’s fourth volume of A History of Britain, chapter entitled The Wrong Empire, where the author talks about the 18th century British empire in the West Indies.. As you listen take notes to answer the following questions.

TASK 1:
Introduction
1. How did the eighteen century British ruling class view the idea of liberty in relation to British attitude to the rest of the world? 
2. What did S. Shama mean by saying that at the end of the 18th century Britain ended up with a “wrong empire”?
TASK 2:
(Sugar Plantations in the Caribbean, DVD, Chapter 02-03)
3. In what way was the British interest and settlement in the Caribbean different to that in North America (e. g. in Massachusetts?)

4. What crops were produced by the British entrepreneurs in the Caribbean and which one of them was considered as the most profitable?

5. What procedure was used to produce sugar from the sugar cane and who were the people who provided the labour? (What were the working conditions like?)

6. In what way was the British home economy connected to the sugar plantations in the Caribbean?

7. What was the branding iron used for?
8. What sort of ordeal did the black African slaves have to go through on their journey from Africa to the Caribbean?

9. How were black African women treated in the British colonies in the Caribbean?
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