Declaration of Independence (1776), seminar activity
Read the Declaration of Independence and discuss the following questions.
1. Describe the layout of the document. What do the first, second, last but one and the final paragraphs deal with? What does the rest of the document contain?

2. Why do you think it was important for the ‘founding fathers’ to publicly ‘declare 

      the causes which impel[led] them to do the separation’?

3. What did the author mean by saying ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident’?

4.   Although the Declaration claimed that all men are created equal, some groups in

      the then American society had their rights denied. Who were these people?

5.   What does the author mean by saying that all men ‘are endowed by their Creator

      with certain  unalienable rights’?

6. What different rights are mentioned in the Declaration? Which of them is dealt with in most detail? Why?

7. Explain the sentence beginning ‘Prudence, indeed, will dictate...’ How does it relate to the  preceding and the following sentences?

8. From the list of American grievances against the English King find a reference(s) to:

· the King’s attempt to tax American colonies without the consent of their legislatures (‘no taxation without representation’)

· the King’s efforts to keep the judiciary in the colonies under his control

· examples of unfair British trading practices against the American colonies

· the King’s attempts to submit the powers of civil authorities in the colonies to a military rule

