British Studies Test Guide (T&I distance programme): Exam Questions

Exam questions are one of the two types of questions that appear in your British Studies course test(s). In the test(s), you will have to write answers to these questions using whole sentences, structuring your written text as you would do in an essay. These questions test your ability to integrate all the knowledge you have acquired from your weekly coursebook reading, class participation and reading of additional materials. As far as the extent of your written test answers is concerned, you advised to write as much as possible within the given time of the test.
1. Introduction

1. Try and define Britishness as seen by prominent Brits/Scots/Welsh/Northern Irish themselves. (What places, institutions, values, ideas, characteristics, attitudes, emotions, historical events, etc. do they regard as important to Britishness?) (Classroom activities ‘Slovak stereotypical images of Britain’, ‘Defining the nation’; Handouts ‘Quotes on Britishness’, ‘BBC readers’ views on what makes the British British’, Britain, 5. Attitudes)
2. Describe British attitudes to conservatism and formality versus informality. (Britain, 5. Attitudes)

3. Describe British attitudes to the love of nature and the love of animals. (Britain, 5. Attitudes)

2. The Country, the People, and their Identities
4. Talk about the concept of British identity today. (include: What historical factors did contribute to creating a sense of British identity in the past? Why some people feel that ‘Britishness’ is no longer a useful concept?) (Britain, 4. Identity; Handout, ‘British Unity in Diversity’)
5. Describe the national (ethnic) identities of the Scottish and the Welsh. (Britain, 4. Identity; Handout, ‘British Unity in Diversity’; Handout ‘Spoken in the UK’)
6. Describe the attitudes of the British towards the notion of class. (What are the three stereotypical British classes? If some of the British feel class-conscious, what are their perceptions of class distinctions based upon?) (Britain, 4. Identity; Handout, ‘Well-spoken Employees Wanted’)
3. Geography and Regional Differences

7. What does the Core-periphery theory refer to? (What criteria does it use and what are the divisions created?) (Lecture, ‘Geography and Regional Differences’)

8. What does the North-south divide refer to? (What criteria does the theory use and what important differences does it point out? What is the attitude of the current government to the problem?) (Lecture, Geography and Regional Differences; Handouts, Guardian newspaper articles)
9. What indigenous or native languages are spoken within the UK now, and which ones used to be spoken in the past? (Where are they used and what is their social status?) (Handout 3, ‘Spoken in the UK’)

10. What do you know about the English dialects spoken within the U.K.?  (What do know about Cockney? How does the kind of English people speak in different parts of Britain affect their job prospects? (Handout, ‘Well Spoken Employees Wanted’; Britain, 4. Identity)
4. The System of Government

11. Characterise Britain’s form of government and say who the head of state, head of government is, what the main elements of the government are, where sovereignty resides and what the British Constitution consists of. (Lecture, ‘System of Government’; Britain, 6. Political life; Handout, ‘A Tale of Two Houses)

12. Describe the workings of the British Parliament with the emphasis on the House of Commons (functions, physical layout, its atmosphere, the Speaker, MP’s lives, parliamentary business, the party system). (Lecture, ‘System of Government’ Handout, ‘A Tale of Two Houses’, British Parliament website: http://www.parliament.uk/commons/index.cfm) 
13. What is the civil service, what is it responsible for and what reputation has it generally had since it was established? (Lecture, ‘System of Government’; Britain, 8. The government)

5. British Politics

14. Describe the British electoral system. (General elections, those entitled to vote and to stand for election, electoral areas, system of voting, candidates, forming the government, etc). (Lecture, British Politics; Britain, 10. Elections; Handout, ‘First Past the Post’)

15. Give an outline of the British Conservative Party in terms of its history, traditional outlook, recent policies, organisation, voters and funding. (Lecture, British Politics; Britain, 6. Political life; The official website of the British Conservative Party: http://www.conservatives.com/)
16. Give an outline of the British Labour party in terms of its history, traditional outlook, recent policies, organisation, voters and funding. (Lecture, British Politics; Britain, 6. Political life; The official website of the British Labour Party: http://www.labour.org.uk/) 
17. Give an outline of the British Liberal Democratic Party in terms of its history, traditional outlook, recent policies, organisation, voters and funding. (Lecture, British Politics; Britain, 6. Political life; The official website of the Liberal Democrats:  http://www.libdems.org.uk/) 
18. Describe the reform of the House of Lords since the beginning of the 20th century (attempts at reform in the 1910s, Blair’s reform in 1999, the current situation) (Lecture, System of Government; Britain, 9. Parliament; Handout – newspaper article, ‘We Lecture the World on Democracy’, British Parliament website: http://www.parliament.uk/lords/index.cfm) 
6. Education

19. Characterise and explain the most important features of comprehensive schools, grammar schools and secondary modern schools. (Lecture, Education; Britain, 14. Education; People and Places, John Mills in Nottingham) 
20. Describe the public school system in Britain. (Explain the term ‘public’, what percentage of the population attend these schools and what some of the typical stereotypes of these schools are). (Lecture, Education; Britain, 14. Education)

21. Describe the course of study and the exams British secondary students have to take when they want to take up jobs and when they want to go on to study at university. (Lecture, Education; Britain, 14. Education; People and Places, John Mills in Nottingham) 
7. The Media

22. Compare the two types of the British national daily press, pointing out their characteristic features. (Seminar activity; Britain, 16. The Media)

23. Characterise the BBC in terms of its reputation, relative independence, legal status and international image in the world. (Britain, 16. The Media)
8. The Welfare State

24. Describe the structure and workings of the National Health Service. (When it was introduced, what its structure is, how it is funded etc.) (Britain, 18. Welfare)

25. What is the role of social services and charities in Britain? (How social services and charities are organised, who pays for them, who they target, how the two co-operate) (Britain, 18. Welfare)

26. Describe the social security system in Britain, its origins, role and cash benefits (the benefits system) provided by the British government. (Britain, 18. Welfare)

27. Talk about the medical profession in Britain (what kind of doctors there are in Britain, what their image in the eyes of the public is, what the status of nurses is etc.) (Britain, 18. Welfare)
9. Northern Ireland

28. Describe the two dominant cultural traditions in Northern Ireland.  (Discuss their historical origins, religious traditions and stereotypes with references to relevant political developments in the 20th century). (Britain, 12. International Relations, Encyclopedia Encarta, entry ‘Northern Ireland’; For updated information see Northern Ireland Office Online http://www.nio.gov.uk/index.htm or BBC Online http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/northern_ireland/understanding/default.stm)
29. Describe the significance and the most important provisions of the Good Friday Agreement (What have been the most important problems in its implementation from the point of view of the parties involved? How did the implementation of the agreement affect the fate the Brighton bomber himself?) (Encyclopedia Encarta, entry ‘Northern Ireland’; For updated information see Northern Ireland Office Online http://www.nio.gov.uk/index.htm or BBC Online http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/northern_ireland/understanding/default.stm) )
30. Describe the gradual process of devolution of power from Westminster to Northern Ireland’s new representative institution. ((Encyclopedia Encarta, entry ‘Northern Ireland’; For updated information see Northern Ireland Office Online http://www.nio.gov.uk/index.htm or BBC Online http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/static/northern_ireland/understanding/default.stm)) 
10. Britain and the World

31. What is Commonwealth, what is it composed of and what are the advantages and obligations of its members? (Britain, 12. International Relations)
32. Describe the change in the international status of Britain in the 20th century from being a world’s superpower at the beginning of the century to the loss of empire and influence in the second half of the century. (Make references also to the Suez Canal Crisis, Cyprus and the Falklands War). (Britain, 12. International Relations)
33. How did the British armed forces changed since the Second World War? (Comment on the public perception of the idea of ‘National Service’ and a standing army, Britain‘s nuclear deterrent, the Cold War, reduction of the size of the armed forces, peacekeeping commitments). (Britain, 12. International Relations)
34. Describe Britain’s attitude to Europe and the European Union. (Give examples of the specific British views on the European Union held by the public as well as politicians). (Britain, 12. International Relations)
PAGE  
1

