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The Cultural Memory of European Cities is an extensive 
academic monograph (325 pages), co-authored by 
Jana Javorčíková, a long-term instructor of 
intercultural studies and linguist, and Erich Mistrík, 
a recognized expert in cross-cultural studies and 
philosopher. The book focuses on the complex 
imagery of European cities, analyzed from multiple 
perspectives – geographical, anthropological, 
philosophical, and linguistic. This image is 
constructed based on factors such as location, names, 
and nicknames, as well as the perception of each 
city’s character from these diverse viewpoints. A 
notable strength of this work is the authors’ 
integrated approach, which considers language and 
culture together. In today’s research landscape, such 
multidimensional perspectives are essential, offering 

readers an interdisciplinary lens through which to examine a subject. 
Divided into five chapters and a synthetic conclusion, The Cultural Memory of 

European Cities delves into the complex, multilayered identities that define urban Europe. 
It investigates how location, names, and nicknames contribute to a city’s cultural identity. 
The authors analyze the geographical (Chapter 1), philosophical (Chapter 2), 
anthropological (Chapter 3), and philological (Chapter 4) dimensions of urban spaces, 
demonstrating how language and culture intersect to shape the collective memory of cities 
and regions. This intersection is encapsulated in English phrasemes such as to bring coal to 
Newcastle, to be a bit Irish, to go Dutch, among many others. A proper understanding of these 
expressions not only enriches one’s vocabulary but also helps avoid intercultural 
misunderstandings, faux pas, and ethnic stereotypes. 

This monograph underscores the importance of an interdisciplinary approach 
within the linguistic humanities, where cultural understanding complements linguistic 
competence. By examining how European cities are embedded in the cultural memory of 
English speakers (both native and non-native), the authors reveal how these urban spaces 
evoke the genius loci – the unique spirit – of each locale. The study also highlights how 
certain English expressions, once culturally specific, have become “dead metaphors,” and 
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metaphors “resurrected” (such as the aforementioned phraseme to carry coal to Newcastle), 
often posing interpretive challenges for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners in 
intercultural contexts.

As the authors insightfully note, cultural memory is both deconstructed by 
historical and intercultural research and reconstructed through modern efforts to revitalize 
a city’s genius loci, often via hashtags and artificial nicknames such as “the European capital 
of culture” or “the capital of sport.” Thus, linguistics researchers and students need to 
understand the cultural contexts embedded in both historical and contemporary urban 
phraseology.

Targeted at researchers and students in linguistics and cultural studies, The Cultural 
Memory of European Cities offers essential insights into the inseparable relationship between 
language and cultural context. In an increasingly interconnected world, where language 
and culture are deeply intertwined, this volume serves as a valuable resource for those 
seeking to deepen their understanding of the cultural dimensions of urban language.
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