PERIODS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE
	Major movements/trends
	Timeline
	Major works

	
	
	

	1 Old English 


	Middle Ages

650-1150
	Beowulf

- saga; miracle plays


	2 Middle English literature 


	1150-1500
	Wyclif´s Bible

The Canterbury Tales (Chaucer)


	3 Renaissance literature 


	1476- 1666

	

	4 Early Modern period 


	
	

	       4.1 Elizabethan Era 
	1558-1603
	Shakespeare, Marlowe

	4.2 Jacobean literature 


	1567-1625
James I
	Revenge play: T. Kyd, Ben Johnson

Metaphysical poet: J. Donne  


	4.3 Caroline and Cromwellian literature 


	1625-1649
(Charles I)

1642: Cromwell
	Puritans: Hobbes, Milton



	      4.4 Restoration literature
         (Augustan literature)         
	1720-1750
	Satire, journalism, fiction: Locke, American Revol. Dryden

Pope, Defoe, Swift



	5 18th century – “Age of Sensibility”; “The Age of Reason”;   “Enlightment”
	18th century
	Diversity of English novel: Swift, Defoe, Fielding, Sterne, 
Pope



	6 Romanticism 

	1830s
	Pe-romanticism: W. Blake

Lake poets: Wordsworth, Coleridge, 2nd gen.: J. Keats, P. B. Shelley, G. G. Byron
J. Austin, Scott



	7 Victorian literature 
	1837-1901
	Bronte, Dickens, Hardy, Kipling, Conrad, O. Wilde, L. Carol, G. B. Wells


	8 English literature since 1900 

      8.1 Modernism 
	
	Hardy, Conrad, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, T. S. Eliot, G. B. Shaw


	8.2 Post-modern literature 


	1940s/1960s
	John Fowles, Salman Rushdie

	8.3 New streams:
8.3.1 Prose:
Utopia Sci fi

Angry Young Men

working class novelists

Exotic literature

Postcolonial literature

Women Writers

Campus novel

British humorists

Multicultural writers

8.3.2 Drama:

(Absurd) Drama (1st 2nd 3 waves)

8.3.3 Poetry: 

The Movement
The Group

Liverpool Poets

Misfits (Hughes, Heaney)


	
	


Read more at: The New Pelican Guide to English Literature; Wikipedia (Periods of Engl. L.)
