3. NOUNS - NUMBER
Most N have both a sg. and a pl. form, expressing a contrast between one and more than one. Most N change from sg. to pl. in a wholly predictable way, usually described simply as adding an -s. This is called the regular plural.
By contrast, there are only a few hundred N with an irregular plural form.

3.1.1. Regular plural: In speech

The -s ending is pronounced in any of three possible ways, depending on the nature of the sound at the end of the sg. N.

3.1.1.1. If the N ends in a sibilant /s/, /z/, /š/, /ž/,/č/ and /dž/, it is followed by an extra syllable /iz/ as in buses, phrases, dishes, beaches, sledges.

3.1.1.2. All other N ending in a voiceless consonant add /s/, as in cups, pots, sacks, growths. 

3.1.1.3. All other N ending in a voiced consonant or a vowel add /z/ as in clubs, rods, bags, graves, farms, guns, rings, pools, cars, bees, zoos, etc.

3.1.2. Regular plural: In writing

3.1.2.1. The spelling rules are more complex. The vast majority of N in the language simply add an -s. This includes those N where the sg. form ends in a silent -e, such as plate. 
3.1.2.2. The ending is -es, if there is no silent -e, and the N ends in sibilants, as in buses, boxes, bitches, bushes.

3.1.2.3. If the N ends in -o, the plural is spelled -os in most cases. (as in studios, pianos, radios, solos), but there are a few N which require -oes (as in potatoes, heroes, tomatoes), and some allow both (as in volcano(e)s, cargo(e)s), though modern usage seems to be slowly moving towards the -os form.

3.1.2.4. If a common N ends in -y, with a preceding consonant, the -y is replaced by -i and -es is added as in skies, flies.

If there is only a preceding vowel, the -y stays as in boys, toys, ways. as it does in proper N (two Henrys, the Kennedys).

3.1.2.5.There are several unusual cases, such as consonant doubling (quizzes), the use of apostrophes after a letter name (cross your t´s) or a number (3´s) especially in British English and doubling a letter in some written abbreviations, as in pp.(pages), exx. (examples), ll. (lines).

3.2. Irregular plural 

There are several groups of native English words which display exceptional plural forms. Although we cannot say why these particular words did not follow the regular pattern, it is at least often possible to see why they have their distinctive form by referring to the types of plural formation found in Old English or Germanic.

3.2.1. Seven N change their vowel (a process known as mutation, or umlaut): man - men, foot - feet, goose - geese, mouse - mice, woman - women, tooth - teeth, louse - lice.

The change does not take place when there is a derived sense, as when louse refers to a person (You louses!) or mouse to a character (We´ve hired three Mickey Mouses this month.)

3.2.2. Three N add -en: ox - oxen, child - children, brother - brethren. The use of /-n/ as a plural marker was a feature of an important class of Old English nouns.

3.2.3. A few N change their final fricative consonant as well as adding /z/. Some change /-f/ to /v/, as in wives, halves, loaves. 
Some change /0/ to /d/, as in paths, booths, mouths.

House is unique, with /-s/ changing to /-z/ in houses.

3.2.4. In several cases, usage is uncertain: dwarf, hoof, scarf, and wharf will be found with both /-fs/ and /-vz/ and spelled accordingly (scarfs, scarves).

Exceptions to the exceptions include still lifes and the Toronto ice-hockey team, the Maple Leafs.

3.3. Nouns of foreign origin

Nouns which have been borrowed from foreign languages pose a particular problem. Some have adopted the regular plural ending, some have kept the original foreign plural and some permit both. There are no rules. People have to learn which form to use as they meet the words for the first time, and must become aware of variations in usage. Where there is a choice, the classical plural is usually the more technical, learned, or formal, as in the case of formulas vs. formulae. Sometimes, alternative plurals have even developed different senses, as in the case of (spirit) mediums vs. (mass) media. 

Source ending
Native plural
   Foreign plural
   
Both plurals 

Latin -us

+ -es

   
   * -i


focus, fungus




apparatus, virus 
   stimulus, bacillus   cactus, radius 




campus, circus, 
   locus, alumnus
    
syllabus,       

Latin -a 

+ -s


   * -ae


antenna, formula 




area, dilemma,
   alumna, alga,

nebula, vertebra

   


drama


   larva






Latin -um

+ -s


   * -a


aquarium, medium




album, museum
   bacterium, erratum
referendum, forum




premium

   desideratum, ovum
podium, maximum    

Latin -ex, -ix
+ -es


   * -ices


index, appendix, 




suffix, prefix
   codex, fornix,

apex, matrix

Greek -is

+ -es


   * -es







metropolis, 
   analysis, basis, 





glottis

   crisis, oasis,







   synopsis




     

Greek -on

+ -s


   * -a


automaton




electron, proton,    criterion

polyhedron




neutron, horizon
   phenomenon



     

French -eau

+ -s


   * -eaux


bureau, tableau,




Cointreau

   gateau


plateau, chateau

Italian -o

+ -s


   * -i


virtuoso, tempo




solo, soprano
   timpano, graffito
libretto, allegro




piccolo, supremo
   mafioso


scherzo


Hebrew nouns
+ -s/-es

   * -im


kibbutz, cherub







   moshav


seraph
   
3.4. Invariable Nouns

Many N do not show a contrast between sg. and pl. = invariable N

These are usually classified into 2 types: those used only in the sg. and those used only in the pl.

3.4.1. Singular N ending in -s  take a sg. verb
a/ news,

b/ some diseases: measles, German measles, mumps, rickets, shingles,

c/ subject names -ics: linguistics, classics, mathematics, physics, phonetics, etc,

d/ some games: billiards, bowls, darts, dominoes, draughts, fives, ninepins,

e/ some proper N: Algiers, Athens, Brussels, Flanders, Marseilles, Naples, Wales, the United Nations and the United States have a sg. verb when consdered as units.

3.4.2. Plural invariable N

3.4.2.1. Summation plural

Tools and articles of dress consisting of 2 equal parts which are joined constitute summation plurals. Partitive a pair of is used to show countability. They are: 

bellows, binoculars, pincers, pliers, scales, scissors, shears, tongs, tweezers, glasses, spectacles, braces, flannels, knickers, pants, pyjamas, shorts, suspenders, tights, trousers.

Plural N commonly lose the inflection in premodification:a pyjama jacket 

3.4.2.2. Other Pluralia Tantum in -s

Pluralia tantum are N that only occur in pl. They are:

the Middle Ages, amends, annals, the Antipodes, archives, arms, arrears, ashes (but tobacco ash), auspices, banns (of marriage), belongings, bowels, brains (intellect), clothes, the Commons, contents (but the silver content of the coin), customs, dregs (coffee dregs), earnings, fireworks (but he let off a firework), funds (money), (but a fund = a source of money), goods, greens, heads (heads or tails), holidays (but he is on holiday), kennels, letters (a man of letters), lodgings, looks (he has good looks), the Lords, manners, means, oats, odds (in betting), outskirts, pains (také pains), particulars, premises (building), quarters, headquarters, regards (but win his regard), remains, riches, savings, spirits (mood, but he has a kindly spirit), spirits (alcohol, but alcohol is a spirit), stairs (a flight of stairs), suds, surroundings, thanks, troops, (but a troop of scouts), tropics (but the Tropic of Cancer), valuables, wages (but he earns a good wage).

These plural N don´t lose the inflection -s in premodification:

(arms race, customs duty, a goods train, a savings bank) 

3.4.2.3. Unmarked plural

The followng collective N must be followed by a pl. verb. They do not have pl. forms.

cattle, clergy, folk (but informal folks), gentry, the military, people, the police, swine, vermin, youth (but regular when = a young man)

3.4.3. Compounds
- form the pl. in different ways:

3.4.3.1. Plural in first element:

attorneys general, courts martial, men of war, fathers-in-law, (general = in laws), notaries public

3.4.3.2. Plural mainly in the last element:

N+N combination takes an inflectional morpheme -(e)s at the end

girlfriends, flower pots, 

In a N+prep. compounds put an inflect morpheme on the N:

passers-by, lookers-on

When no N is present, put an inflectional morpheme on the last word: breakdowns, forget-me-nots, grown-ups, lay-offs.

3.4.3.3. Plural in the first and last element

When the first element is man or woman, then both elements change: men students, women doctors, 

Other compounds with man and woman form their plurals only in the second word: man-eaters, manholes, woman-haters.

3.5. Zero plural 

Some N have the same form in both sg. and pl.: series, craft, offspring 

Animal names which have only zero pl: grouse, sheep, salmon, wild 

duck

usually have zero pl: deer, pike, trout

Where there are two plurals, the zero pl. is the more common in contexts of hunting.

The numeral N hundred, thosand, million do not add -s when they are used in front of plural N: three dozen eggs, five thosand pounds. But they add -s before of: hundreds of students 

