COMPARISON


The degrees of comparison are known as the positive, the comparative, and the superlative. (Actually, only the comparative and superlative show degrees.) 

Gradable adjectives and adverbs have degrees of comparison: comparative and superlative. 

The comparative is used for a comparison between two, and the  superlative where more than two are involved. Comparison is expressed either by inflectional morphemes -er and -est added to adjectives or by periphrastic equivalents using the words more and most before the adjective or adverb.

There are changes in spelling:

1. Final base consonants are doubled when the preceding vowel is stressed and spelled with a single letter:


big - bigger - biggest

2. In bases ending in a consonant + y, final y is changed to i


heavy - heavier - heaviest

3. Final -e is omitted before the inflections:


nice - nicer - nicest

9.1 Comparison of adjectives:

Comparison with inflectional morphemes -er and -est is generally used with short adjectives:


One-syllable adjectives:  short - shorter - the shortest


Two-syllable adjectives: 


early - earlier - the earliest


pretty - prettier - the prettiest

able - abler - ablest

Some common two-syllable adjectives have either type of comparison: common - commoner - the commonest



  common - more common - the most common

Other examples are clever, gentle, pleasant, handsome, happy, narrow, quiet, shallow, simple, stupid, tired.

However, the comparatives and superlatives of other two-syllable adjectives ending in -ful or -less must always be with more/less and most/least. Other examples are: correct, famous, certain, foolish, frequent, modern, normal.

Occasionally, also one-syllable adjectives occur with more and most: true - more true - most true


 proud - more proud - most proud

Periphrastic form with more/less and most/least is used with long adjectives, i.e. more than two-syllable adjectives, including participial adjectives:


interesting - more/less interesting - most/least interesting


expensive - more/less expensive - most/least expensive

A small group of highly frequent adjectives have irregular comparison:


bad - worse - worst


good - better - best


far - further - furthest or far - farther - farthest

old - elder - eldest = used to denote family relations, 

but older is always used before a than - construction.
much/many - more -  most

little - less - least 

Lesser means not so graet in fixed phrases, it cannot be 

followed by than: the Lesser Town, the lesser of two 

evils.

We can use the following structures and phrases to say that one thing is the same as, or different from, another:

In the positive we only use as ... as, in the negative, we can also use so ... as.


Peter is as old as his friend.


Peter is not so(as) clever as his brother.
We use such + N + as in negative sentences. Note the change in position of an indefinite article:


I didn´t have such a good time as last week.


I didn´t have as good a time as last week.

This applies to as ... as structure in affirmative sentence.


This knife is as good as that one.


This is as good a knife as that one.

We use double comparatives with the definite article to say that one thing results in another:


The smaller it is, the cheaper it is to post.

We usually put the definite article in front of the superlative.
When the superlative is not followed by a noun or a that-clause, we can omit the definite article:


I think this one is (the) best.
However, you cannot omit the definite article when the superlative is followed by of or in (the class).

She is the youngest of all.
She is youngest.

9.2 Comparison of adverbs:

Adverbs have the same general rules of comparison as adjectives. Adverbs of two or more syllables formed from adjectives with the -ly derivational morpheme (quick - qickly) have comparison with more and most:


quickly - more quickly - most quickly
Adverbs which have the same form as adjectives form their comparatives and superlatives in the same way as shorter adjectives:


early, fair, fast, hard, high, late, long, wide


fast - faster - fastest, hard - harder - hardest
Some frequency adverbs form their comparative and superlative with more and most (more seldom, more often).

Adverbial comparisons can be made:

1. in positive degree using as ... as
 as quickly as





  not as/so ...as
 not so fast as

2. in comparative degree using ... than  more quickly than





 using the ... the
 the faster, the better

3. in superlative degree using of all
 most quickly of all
