9. ADVERBS
The adverbs modify verbs, they tell us how, when, where, etc. something happens or is done. They are perhaps the most difficult word class to grasp because they have many different functions and because they can take different positions in a sentence. Certain adverbs also serve to modify other word classes:


adjectives: extremely happy,  


other adverbs: really slowly,


PP: completely out of order.

The formation of adverbs:
1. Many Adv. can be formed from adjectives by adding the derivational morpheme - ly:


quick - quickly, sad - sadly, usual - usually

2. There is one derivational morpheme -wise for changing N into Adv.: 

clock - clockwise, tax - taxwise

3. There is one derivational morpheme -ward(s): 


back - backwards, west - westward(s), earth - earthwards

4. A few adjectives ending in -ly don´t add another -ly, but use the structure in a ......way / manner. The only exception is slyly. Adjectives: brotherly/sisterly, cowardly, friendly, heavenly, lively, lovely, motherly/fatherly.



Adverbs:  in a brotherly/sisterly way, 





in a cowardly manner, in a friendly way


5. A few Adv. are identical in form with adjectives:


early, late, hard, slow, fast, quick, long
The functions of adverbs:

They have many different functions but the most frequent is to show manner, place and time.

MANNER ADVERBS

generally answer the question How? They show ways and means 

He spoke to her courteously. (In what way?)

PLACE ADVERBS
answer the question Where? indicating location or Where to?, Where from? indicating direction.


She lives there. (location)


The swallows fly southward in the autumn. (direction)
TIME ADVERBS

answer the question When? They generally indicate a point in time answering the question At what time? or duration answering the question For how long? The point in time can be definite or indefinite.


She is coming tomorrow. (definite time)


She is coming soon. (indefinite time)


We haven´t seen any good film lately. (duration)

FREQUENCY ADVERBS
answer the question How often? They indicate definite frequency and indefinite frequency.


Teachers are paid monthly. (definite frequency)


Falcons are rarely seen here anymore. (indefinite 

frequency)

DEGREE ADVERBS

answer the question To what extent? Some of them are: almost, altogether, a bit, barely, hardly, nearly, quite.

INTENSIFIERS 
are adverbs which are used with gradable adjectives and adverbs, and in some cses, verbs. They intensify (strengthen) the meaning. Some of them are: very, extremely, really, absolutely, completely, definitely, entirely, greatly, etc.

FOCUS ADVERBS:

precede the word they qualify to focus attention on it. They are: even, just, merely, only, really, simply. 

