MOOD

Mood indicates the factual, nonfactual, or counterfactual status of the predication. It is frequently realized in different languages by inflecting the verb or by modifying it by means of auxiliaries. No mood distinctions are made in non-finite verb phrases. In finite verb phrases modal distinctions are expressed mainly by a special class of auxiliaries, modal V.

We can distinguish:

1. the indicative (declarative) mood

2. the imperative mood

3. the subjunctive mood

1. The Indicative Mood
is used to state facts of which the speaker is relatively confident.


She likes poetry. She is very ambitious.

2. The Imperative Mood
is used to issue commands and instructions. The domain of the imperative mood is the 2nd person which has the base form of the V. In English there is no distinction between the sg. and pl. in the 2nd  person. In the 1st and the 3rd person it is possible to express an imperative idea periphrastically 

Let us write. Let him write.

It is interesting that the distinction between giving commands and making statements cannot be clearly cut. The sentence 


I want you to come here. 

is a declarative one from the point of view of its grammatical form. However, semantically, it expresses a command, just like the sentence:
Come here.

3. The Subjunctive Mood
is not an important category in contemporary English and is normally replaced by other constructions. It can be described in three separate statements:

3.1. The Mandative Subjunctive in that-clauses has only one form, the uninflected base form, this means there is lack of the regular indicative concord between subject and finite V in the 3rd person sg. present.


The headmaster requires that the teachers be strict.

The subjunctive can be used in any verb in subordinate that-clause when the main clause contains an expression of recommendation, demand, surprise, etc. This subjunctive is used chiefly in formal style (and especially in AmE).

3.1.1. It is used after the verbs:

advise, ask, beg, decide, demand, desire, dictate, insist, intend, order, propose, recommend, request, require, resolve, suggest, urge.


Ann suggested that her parents stay for supper.

3.1.2. Adjectives which are often followed by a verb in the subjunctive can have a personal subject: anxious, determined, eager:


She was eager that they stay together during the storm.

Adjectives can also have an impersonal it-construction: advisable, appropriate, desirable, essential, fitting, imperative, important, necessary, urgent, vital:


It is necessary that every member take part in the session.

3.1.3. Nouns which take a following verb in the subjunctive are: condition, demand, directive, intention, order, proposal, recommendation, request, suggestion.

They granted aid on the condition that he accept any reasonable settlement.

In less formal context one could make use of other stylistic devices, putative SHOULD 



Ann suggested that her parents should stay for supper.



-TO INFINITIVE


It is necessary for every member to take part in the

session.


BrE has a 3rd option, the indicative, which is rare in AmE.


He has demanded that the vehicle undergoes rigorous trials.

3.2. The Formulaic Subjunctive also consists of the uninflected base V but is only used in clauses in certain set expressions which have to be learnt.


God save the Queen!

So be it then!
   Long live peace!

In some constructions the subject follows the V. In modern English there is a tendency to replace the subjunctive mood by modal V.


May you live a hundred years!

3.3. The Were-Subjunctive is hypothetical in meaning and is used in conditional and concessive clauses and in subordinate clauses after wish. This subjunctive is restricted to one form: were in the 1st and 3rd person sg. past of the verb be, matching the indicative was which is more common in less formal style.


If I were/was rich, ...

I wish I were rich.


He spoke to me as if I were/was deaf  


He behaves as though he were/was a millionaire.


But: If I were you / in your position ...

