6. DETERMINERS

The determiner system includes the words and phrases that come at the beginning of a NP. A NP must contain at the very minimum one determiner and one N. Since every NP has at least one determiner, the determiners constitute some of the most frequently used words in the language. 

What a determiner determines is the grammatical reality of the N to which it is attached. For example, the N book by itself represents the abstract notion of pages that are printed and bound in a certain manner. However, it has no concrete reality in this form. Determiners allow us to specify a real book, e.g. that book, his book, a book, any book, the book, each book, neither book, all books, some books, no books, a hundred books,etc.

Traditionally, the determiners were called Adj., but it is clear from this list that determiners describe not the characteristics of the book but rather the quantity or size of the set of books that is intended. Thus, determiners quantify the N in a NP whereas adjectives qualify it.

There are three categories of determiners:1. predeterminers









   2. postdeterminers









   3. central determiners In the few cases where all three categories occur
in one NP, they occur in this order (all the other candidates)

5.1. The Predeterminers are words that precede the required central D in a NP. They consist of the quantifiers (all and both), the fractions (half, one-third), and the intensifiers (what and such). The categories of predeterminers have different restrictions as to which central determiners they can occur with.

5.2. The Postdeterminers are words that follow the required central determiner in a NP. They include the numerals (cardinal, ordinal) and the forms of other. They co-occur with the articles and the possessive and demonstrative central D.

Many and its relatives are members of a small group of frequently occuring postdeterminers. Their selection is dependent on:


1. the countability of the N they precede;


2. the magnitude of the quantity (large or small);


3. the positive/neutral or negative environment in which the 

N occurs.

For plural count N, the choice is limited to many, a lot of, lots of, a few and few.

For noncount N, the choice is limited to much, a lot of, lots of, a little, and little.

5.3. The Central Determiners
The most important characteristic of the central D is that they are mutually exclusive, meaning that only one can be present at a time. e.g.(my book, the book, but not the my book !)

The CD can be classified into: 

5.3.1. articles (a, the, 0)
5.3.2. possessive D (my, your, his, her,...) show that the scope

  of a N is limited by being the property of someone or

  something.

5.3.3. demonstrative D (this, that, these, those) show that the

  scope of a N is limited by being located either near the

  speaker or away from the speaker in space or time.

5.3.4. assertive/nonassertive D (some, any). Some occurs in 

  a positive environment, any occurs in a negative or 

  interrogative environment.

5.3.5. negative D (no) limits the scope of the N so completely 

  that nothing remains.

5.3.6. universal D (each, every) Each describes the individual in

  a limited group:


Each participant in the conference was selected

by a committee.


  Every describes the individual in an unlimited group:


 
Every child should have a pet.

5.3.7. dual D (nonassertive dual - either, negative dual -

  neither)are used to describe the members of a pair.

  However, although the members must belong to a pair, the 

  dual D describe the individual members, which is why 

  either or neither can only occur with sg. count N.

  The nonassertive dual D either limits the N set to two 

  members but does not assert the supremacy of one over the 

  other. The negative dual D neither completely limits the 

  two members of the N set so that none remains.

5.3.8. WH-determiners - relatives / interrogatives (what, which 

  and whose)



The important distinction between pronouns and determiners is that pronouns can stand alone in a sentence because they represent full NPs whereas determiners must be attached to a N because they constitute only part of a NP.

5.3.1. ARTICLES

A is used before a consonant sound, as in a horse, a university.

An is used before a vowel sound, as in an apple, an umbrella, an hour. A/an can only occur with sg. count N, 0 generally occurs with pl. count N or noncount N. The can be used with sg., pl. count and noncount N.

The articles have two primary functions:

1. to classify a N, i.e. to indicate whether the N is a member of a group. In this case a and 0 are used. The question What is this? usually prompts a classifying response: 


It´s a book. It´s 0 salt

2. to identify a N, the definite article is used. The question Which X is this? usually prompts an identifying response:


It´s the red one.

5.3.1.1 Indefinite articles – a, an are used:

1. Non-specifc reference

The most common use of a or an is with sg. count Ns. It indicates that the N is not specified or identified as a particular one.

2. In complement position: 

following such V as: to be, seem, become

My sister is a lawyer.

3. St. is mentioned for the first time


John has bought a camera. 

3. Replacing the number one


a hundred dollars
a pound of rice
4. Replacing per or every with reference to measurement


4 per cent a year
30 miles a gallon

5. Class of objects

It can be used in a general sense to refer to the whole class of objects, animals or people. It refers to a representative member of the class and it is therefore a substitute for any or every.


A tiger is a carnivore.

To avoid ambiguity it is much better to use the plural form of the N to refer to a whole class.


Tigers are carnivores.

6. In exclamations: What (a)…. Such (a)….

5.3.1.2 Definite article the has two main but distinct functions:

 1. - to generalise 


 2. - to specify a particular N

1. Generalization:

The can be used to generalise about a whole class of objects, animals or occasionally people. In this use, the N is in sg.


 Like the cat, the dog sees its human owners as parents.

It is more usual to refer to a whole class of objects, animals or people by using the pl. form of the N without an article (without the)


Like cats, dogs see …

When we refer to the group as a whole: nationality words: the Arabs, the Finns, the Poles, the French, the Irish, the Japanese

2. Specification:

The second use of the definite article is to specify or identify a particular N. It can be used to specify a particular object, animal or person. This is the most common use. If we examine the use of the definite article, we can see that there are 3 reasons why we specify a particular N:

a)because the N has been mentioned before and we want to 

refer back to that specific object, animal or person.

She saw an old man. The man was carrying a heavy bag.

b) because it has been specified in the NP and we are referring to something specific or definite. The N is followed by a PP - phrase beginning with of or in or a clause.

the wines of France
the history of our nation

Can you see the bird which is sitting over there? 

c) because it is specified in the context:

1. The context can be a global context which is known to all people

The sun rises in the east.

Here the writer can assume that everyone who reads the sentence shares his knowledge of which sun he is referring to since there is only one sun in our solar system. Other examples are:

the moon, the Earth, the sky, the air

2. It can be a local context which is understood by the particular society (group of people who are addressed).

Please, clean the blackboard.

In the classroom, the blackboard, the door, the window are all specific objects in the local context. Other examples are the press (of a country), the climate (of an area), the cinema (of a town), the head, the stomach, the heart (parts of human body), etc.

The definite article is used in time expressions: in the morning, in the afternoon, in the past, in the future, in the middle, at the moment, for the time being, in the end.

BUT zero article is used in week days: on Monday, on Friday,  next year and last week and the names of months.

The definite article is used with superlatives: the shortest way

 

with musical instruments: play the violin, the piano, 

BUT: in references to jazz and rock the is omitted:

on trumpet, on sax

in fixed phrases: the sooner … the better

The definite article is used with the classes of proper Ns as they have unique reference.

1. Plural names (in general): the Kennedys, the Browns

2. Geographical names: 
a. groups of islands: the Hebrides, the Canaries
b. mountain ranges: the Himalayas, the Alps, the High Tatras, BUT: mountains: Gerlach, Mont Blanc, BUT: the Matterhorn

c. areas: the Middle East, the Equator, the Arctic

d. rivers: the Avon, the Danube, the Trent, the Colorado

e. seas, oceans: the Atlantic, the Baltic, the Pacific

f. canals: the Panama Canal, the Erie Canal

g. deserts: the Sahara, the Gobi, the Kalahari

h. countries whose name contains a common N (republic, state, kingdom): the Slovak Republic, the United Kingdom, the United States, but also the Netherlands

i. a few towns: The Hague, the Bronx, the west end, the East End of London

1. Public institutions, facilities

a. hotels and restaurants: the Grand Hotel, the Savoy
b. theatres, cinemas, clubs: the Globe, the Odeon, the Lions
c. museums, libraries and buildings: the Tate, the British Museum, the National Gallery, BUT: Covent Garden, Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey, Windsor Castle 

d. newspapers: The Economist, The Guardian, The Times, The Observer, The New York Times, BUT: after genitives the article is dropped: today´s New York Times, magazines and periodicals have the zero article: Language, English Language Teaching, Cosmopolitan

1. Other unique items:

a. historical events: the Victorian period, the French Revoluion, 

b. political parties: the Democratic Party, the Republican Party,  the Conservative Party, 

c. ships: The Titanic, The Queen Mary

1. Proper Ns which are postmodified:

Universities: the University of London
(London University)

Dukes: the Duke of Wellington, the Duke of York


Restoration comedy
but: the comedy of the Restoration


2. Some proper Ns take no article, BUT when they have specific 

(partitve) meaning, they take the definite article:


during Easter


during the Easter of that year


in Denmark 


in the Denmark of today


Durham



the Durham I like

5.3.1.3 Zero article is used before:

1. plural count Ns

2. non-count Ns

3. proper Ns (except those mentioned above)

There are a number of count Ns that take the zero article in abstract use, chiefly in certain idiomatic expressions (with Vs like be and go and with prepositions like at, by, in, to

go by car, be in bed
BUT: sit in the car, sit on the bed  

look at the car, make the bed,

lie down on the bed


be in hospital


go to the hospital to visit sb.


go to prison (guilty p)
go to the prison to see him

walk round the prison /the hospital


be in church


admire the church


be at school/university
drive past the school, 

go to/study at the university (AmE)


means of transport (with by)
means of tran. with other prep

travel, leave come: 
take the train, be on the bus, 

by train, bus, car 

sleep in the car, be on the plane


plane, bicycle, 

sit on the bicycle

Zero article is used in fixed phrases:


arm in arm, hand in hand, day by day, from left to right,

from east to west, face to face, man to man, from top to bottom

Zero article is used for academic subjects, for meals, etc.

