4. NOUNS - GENDER
In many languages, such as Latin and Slovak, N can be grouped into types, based on the kind of endings they have, or on the way they pattern with other words in the NP, and these types are known as gender classes (masculine, feminine and neuter). This is a classification of a grammatical gender. 

English has nothing like this. It has no grammatical gender, but natural gender. 

We can distinguish animate beings from inanimate entities, personal from nonpersonal beings, and male from female sexes. It is chiefly done by using pronouns, which correlate with N in precise ways: 

4.1. Inanimate N pattern only with it, they and which.

4.2. Animate N have varying use of he/she and who, and are divided into personal and nonpersonal types. 


Here is a man. He is the man who was in the street.


Here is a woman. She is the woman who was in the street.

4.2.1. Personal animate N refer to males and females, and pattern with he, she, who. These N are of 2 types:

4.2.1.1. Morphologically unmarked for gender:

bachelor/ spinster, boy/girl, brother/sister, father/mother, king/queen, son/daughter, husband/wife, uncle/aunt, monk/nun, Mr/Mrs, nephew/niece, sir/madam.

4.2.1.2. There are morphologically marked Ns: 

bridegroom/bride, duke/duchess, emperor/empress, god/goddess, hero/heroine, host/hostess, steward/stewardess, waiter/waitress, widower/widow, usher/usherette
4.2.1.3. There is a large class of personal dual gender:

artist, chairman, cook, criminal, doctor, enemy, fool, foreigner, friend, guest, inhabitant, librarian, musician, neighbour, novelist, parent, person, professor, servant, speaker, student, teacher, writer, etc.

For clarity it is sometimes necessary to use a „gender marker“.


boy friend/girl friend, man student/woman student 

4.2.2.Nonpersonal animate N refer to animals. Most take it, which, but those with a special place in human society - 

the higher animals, take he, she, who. Examples:

buck/doe, bull/cow, cock/hen, dog/bitch, gander/goose, lion/lioness, stallion/mare, tiger/tigress.
The lower animals do not normally take he, she. They are:

he-goat/she-goat,cock-sparow/hen-sparow, cock-pheasant/hen ph. 

4.3. In BrE, collective N (committee, government, team, army, family) can take either it/which or they/who, depending on the point of view involved. The sg. stresses the impersonal unity of the group, the pl. the personal individuality of its members. 

The pl. forms are far less common in AmE. (government almost always takes a sg. verb in the USA).

4.4. Names of countries have different gender depending on their use. As geographical units they are treated as inanimate:

Looking at the map we see France here. It is on of the largest ..

As political/economic units the names of countries are often feminine:

France has been able to increase her exports.

Esp. in BrE, sports teams representing countries can be referred to as personal collective N:

France have improved their chance of winning the cup.
Ships and vehicles are often called she as well as it.

It is not obvious why some entities are readily personified while others are not. Nor is it obvious why most entities are given female personification. She is used in aggressive and angry sitations as well as in affectionate ones.

The only consistently male trend in personification is in computing, where word processor and other devices are widely given male pet names and pronouns.

