7. PRONOUNS

The pronoun system includes all the words that may be substituted for NP in English. The NP that is replaced by a pronoun is called the antecedent of that pronoun.

When my brother was a child, he was frightened of the dark.

In this example, the pronoun is he and the antecedent of he is the NP my brother.

There are eight categories of pronouns in English: 

7.1. Personal pronouns,

7.2. Possessive pronouns,

7.3. Reflexive pronouns,

7.4. Demonstrative pronouns,

7.5. Universal pronouns,

7.6. Indefinite pronouns,

7.7. Reciprocal pronouns,

7.8. Wh-pronouns

Personal, possessive and reflexive pronouns have different forms depending on the person, gender, and number of the antecedent.

7.1. Personal pronouns are divided into two groups: subject and object pronouns. The most common type of pronoun is the subject pronoun. Subject pronouns (I, you, he, she, it, we, they)  replace the subject of a sentence.

The object pronouns (me, you, him, her, it, us, them) occur as direct objects, indirect objects in a sentence. 

7.2. Possessive pronouns

(mine, yours, his, hers, ours, yours, theirs)

replace a NP that indicates a possessive relationship.


After you have read your letter, you can read mine.

We must be careful not to confuse the possessive pronouns with the possessive determiners. The difference is that possessive pronouns always stand alone, whereas possessive determiners must always be attached to a noun.

7.3. Reflexive pronouns

(myself, yourself, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, yourselves, themselves)

The function of reflexive pronouns in English is to „reflect“ the same NP that occurs in another sentence position, usually the subject. For this reason, reflexive pronouns always function as objects, never as subjects.


The policeman shot himself.

Only few V (absent oneself, avail oneself, pride oneself) must be followed by reflexive pronouns.

Other Vs – transitive Vs are commonly followed by reflexive pronouns (amuse, blame, cut, dry, enjoy, hurt, introduce) when the subject and object refer to the same person.

Other Vs (dress, shave, hide, wash) are usually without RP BUT: in reference to children, invalids, very old people – when the action is performed with conscious effort, they are followed by reflexive pronouns.


She was able to dress herself.

RP – used for emphasis are called emphatic pronouns and are translated as sám



He has built it himself.
7.4. Demonstrative pronouns

(this - these, that - those)

The demonstrative pronouns are the „pointing“(or deictic) pronouns. In addition to showing the singular and plural number of the antecedent, demonstrative pronouns indicate whether the antecedent is near the speaker in place (here) and time (now) or not near to the speaker in place (there) and time (then).

7.5. Universal pronouns 

The universal pronouns apply either to an entire group or concept or to every member in a group, which is why they are called „universal“. They include the pronouns all, each, everybody and everyone. 

The pronoun all refers to an entire group or concept. It can be singular or plural depending on the nature of the antecedent, as:


Nobody wanted to take part in the play, but all were eager

 to see it.


Now all is lost.

The pronoun each is always singular. It refers to every member of a restricted group, human or nonhuman, which must thus consist of at least two members.


The water melons cost a dollar each.

The pronoun everybody (everyone) is also always singular, as the singular form of the combining word -body or -one makes clear. The pronoun everybody refers to each member of an unrestricted human group and therefore implies at least three, though the number is normally much higher.

7.5. Indefinite pronouns

The indefinite pronouns refer to individuals without regard for their membership in a group (which distinguishes the universal pronouns) or whether they are known or identified in any way, which is why they are called „indefinite“. They include some and its relatives and many and its relatives.

Some and its relatives include some (and the combined forms somebody, someone, something) any (and the combined forms anybody, anyone, anything) and none and(the combined forms nobody, no one, nothing).

The pronoun some occurs in a positive grammatical environment, whereas the pronoun any occurs in a negative or interrogative environment. For this reason, some is more likely to occur in a positive statement whereas any is more likely to occur in a negative statement or a question. 

Many and its relatives include many/much, a lot/lots, a few/few and a little/little.

The pronouns many, a few and few occur only with plural count nouns. Many and a few refer to large group and small groups, respectively, in a positive environment. Few refers to small groups in a negative environment, usually suggesting that the small number is unsatisfactory in some way.

The pronouns much, a little, and little occur with noncount nouns. Much and a little refer to a large amount and a small amount, respectively, in a positive environment. Little refers to a small amount in a negative environment, usually suggesting that the small amount is unsatisfactory in some way.

The pronouns much and many are usually replaced with a lot, or lots in positive environment, while much and many remain dominant in negative and interrogative environment. 

7.7. Reciprocal pronouns

The reciprocal pronouns show a mutual relationship between two or more entities. There are only two: each other and one another.

Each other describes two reciprocal individual actions while one another refers to three or more reciprocal individual actions. However, the substitution of either reciprocal pronoun is acceptable to most native speakers.

7.8. Wh - pronouns

The wh - pronouns include the interrogative pronouns and the relative pronouns.

The interrogative pronouns include the words what, when, where, who, whose why and how.

The relative pronouns include the words which, who, whom, whose and that. They replace a repeated noun phrase in an earlier sentence and become the clause marker for an adjective clause.
