2. NOUNS - COUNTABILITY

NOUNS are the names we give to people, things, places, job titles, qualities, etc. in order to identify them. 

Syntactic structure: a noun is the chief item (head) of a noun phrase, as in the new telephones. It is often preceded by determiners, such as the, my, some.

Syntactic function: a noun functions as the subject, object or complement of a clause. Apples are popular, I like apples, Those objects are apples.

Grammatical morphology: a noun can change its form to express a contrast in sg./pl. number or to mark the genitive case, as in cat/cats, cat´s/cats´.

Lexical morphology: a noun can be formed by adding suffixes to a verb, adjective, or another noun.  
Some words can be either nouns or verbs. We can tell the difference from the way they are stressed and pronounced.

N and V distinguished by stress: export, import, discount,

progress

When the stress is on the 1st syllable, the word is a N.

When the stress is on the 2nd syllable, the word is a V.

N distinguished by pronunciation: /s/ and /z/ house/house








/f/ and /v/ belief/believe








/0/ and /d/ cloth/clothe

2. Nouns can be divided into: 2.1. one - word nouns






  
 2.2. compound nouns.

2.2. Many N are formed from 2, sometimes more parts which are spelt with a hyphen, or not, or separately.

a/ N+N a seaside, a raincoat

b/ Adj+N shorthand (stenogr.), blackbird
c/ Gerund+N a frying pan = a pan that is used for frying


distinguish: a sleeping child is not a compound (participle is used as an Adj.)
the child is sleeping

d/ N+Gerund horse-riding, water-skiing

e/ N+N the first N functions like an Adj. and is always in the sg. They are compound N in places of phrases with „of“ room key


which refer to place kitchen sink




which refer to streets and roads Baker street



which tell us about purpose a bottle-opener




which tell us about materials and substances




which classify types The first word answers 

the question What kind of...? cookery book




which tell us about people and things they do 






story teller




which refer to pieces of apparatus a coffee

maker




which refer to containers a sugar bowl




which relate to time a two-hour walk




formed with „self, man, woman, person“




self-control, a policeman, salesperson

Nouns can be grouped into six main classes:

2.3. The first division is into: PROPER and COMMON N.

2.3.1. PROPER NOUNS are names of specific people, places, times, occasions, languages, events, publications, etc. They are written with an initial capital letter.

2.3.2. COMMON NOUNS can then be divided into COUNT and NONCOUNT types. And both of these can be further divided into CONCRETE and ABSTRACT types.

2.3.2.1. COUNT N (Countable N) refer to individual, countable entities, such as books, eggs. They answer the question How many...? They allow a plural and cannot stand alone in the sg., we use an indefinite article a/an in front of it.

2.3.2.2. NONCOUNT N (Uncountable N) refer to an undifferentited mass or notion, such as butter, music and advice. They do not normally use a/an in front of them they use some, they have no plural and answer the question: How much ...? 

Some N can be either count or noncount, depending on their meaning. Cake is a count N in this sentence: Would you like a cake? But it is a noncount N in this one: Do you like cake?

When we use them as single items, they are count N.(an ice-cream)

When we use them as substances, they are noncount N. (ice-cream)

N which refer to objects, things made of the material are count N  

(a glass - pohár, an iron - žehlička, papers - noviny)

N which refer only to the material are noncount N. (glass - sklo, iron - železo, paper - papier)

Many noncount N can be used as count N if we refer to particular varieties. The N is usually preceded by an Adj. There is some kind of specification. (an excellent wine, French cheeses)

When we are ordering, we use noncount N as count N. (three coffees, two teas)

Count N refer to something specific

  He has had a good education.

(drawings - kresby, a painting - maľov. obraz)
Noncount N refer to something general. Education is important.

Some noncount N cannot be used as count N to refer to a single item. We must use a different word in that case.

(N - laughter, C - a laugh, N - luggage, C - a bag, a case)

Study noncount N and partitives: Cambridge Grammar of English

