
FURTHER READING: DETAILED GUIDE TO SEMINARS:
Instructions: Prior to your seminars, please, answer these questions and be prepared to present them in a word document. Cite all your sources if needed. The activity is graded by 10 bonus points if done 100%. If you are not prepared to present your work, you may lose 10 points of your final scoring. 

Seminar 1 (10/2): Instructor´s presentation: background to the modern British lit. 
1. Define the setting. Try to write down the family tree of Jim Porter. Which social class does Porter/Alison/her parents represent? The play is set in an attic room (rather cheap, not an expensive penthouse), in an anonymous town in the Midlands

1) In p. 5, read the extract: 
“I hate to admit it, but I think I can understand how her Daddy must have felt when he came back from India, after all those years away. The old Edwardian 
brigade do make their brief little world look pretty tempting. All homemade cakes and croquet, bright ideas, bright uniforms. Always the same picture: high summer, the long days in the sun, slim volumes of verse, crisp linen, the smell of starch. What a romantic picture. Phoney too, of course. It must have rained sometimes. Still, even I regret it somehow, phoney or not. If you've no world of your own, it's rather pleasant to regret the passing of someone else's.” 
– analyse it. How does Jim view the life of the rich? What was the “Edwardian brigade”? Edwardian Brigade = Edward, the last generation when England was “great”; a kind of celebrity (skiing in the Alps, gambling in Monte Carlo)
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(1894-1972; reign 20 January 1936 – 11 December 1936)
1. What kind of person was Jimmy? 
· “Jimmy” was a very discontent young man, a product of Butler Eduation Act (1944). 
· He is called “Jimmy” = as if he was a child (he is rather childish, noisy, loudmouth)
· He works in a candy stand as a temporary replace (cannot find a job equalling his university studies)
· He blames everybody (the government, the church, journalists) for his situation but he does not lift his little finger to change it (a conformist)
2. What did he like/hate? He hates everything: 
· editorials = represents a job he feels he could do better; 
· church = false belief; 
· his wife´s ironing = symbolises their low class status; 
· Sundays =  symbolised routine, wasted time. 
3. Why did he marry Alison? She is an upper class lady, daughter of colonel Redfern. There are at least two reasons: 
· he loved her (there are references in the text) 
· 2) Perhaps he wanted to climb the social ladder by marriage (did not happen) 
4. Why was Cliff much more content than Jimmy? Cliff did not get the university education and he seemed quite ok with his situation. Osborne leaves open whether Cliff was just naturally good-natured or he did not mind the overall political situation. 
5. Explain the symbolism of the title of the play and Jimmy’s last name, “Porter”. Porter = luggage carrier in hotels, platforms, etc. Porter is by his name pre-destined to be a low class person in spite he would like to get higher. 
Summary: How does the play Look Back in Anger illustrate the 1950-60s in the UK? The play shows the discontent of many young people, yet it does not generalize: each protagonist had their reasons to be discontent (Cliff = jobless; Alison = married to a ruffian; disillusioned but understanding; Jim = Angry Young Man) and each compensated his or her frustrations in their own manner. 
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Seminar 2 (17/2): John Osborne: Look Back in Anger, Act I
6. Define the setting. Try to write down the family tree of Jim Porter. Which social class does Porter/Alison/her parents represent? 

7. In p. 5, read the extract: “I must admit, I know how her Dad must have felt when he left India…” – analyse it. How does Jim view the life of the rich? What was the “Edwardian brigade”?

8. What kind of person was Jimmy? What did he like/hate? Why did he marry Alison? 

9. Why was Cliff much more content than Jimmy? 

10. Explain the symbolism of the title of the play and Jimmy’s last name, “Porter”. 
Seminar 2:  John Wain: Manhood & Allan Sillitoe: Uncle Ernest

Manhood: 

1. Try to write the family tree of the Willison’s. Explain the extract: “When I was a boy, it was study, study, study, all the time....”. When was the father born? Is he an angry young man? 
2. Is Rob an Angry Young Man? Give your reasons. 
Uncle Ernest: 

1. Read the opening of the short story. What do we learn about Uncle Ernest? Which social class does he represent? Why is he dirty?
2. Discuss the extract: “...dead or dying men in the trenches of the first world war. What happened to Uncle Ernest’s friends? Why he could not find new friends or start a new family? Why he could only talk to two pre-teenage girls, Alma and Joan? 
3. Who were the “two well-dressed men”? On what premises they accused Ernes of paedophilia. 

Summary: Compare both short stories. Is there an Angry Young Man? Give your reasons. What do they say about Britain in the 1960s? 
David Lodge: Small World (extract)

1. Why does Lodge open his novel with an extract from Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales? What correlation does he see between pilgrimages and conferences? 
2. How does Lodge describe Rummidge? What does the word “to rummage” mean? How does Rummidge mock redbrick universities and inflation of education after 1944 Butler Education Act? 
3. Read Morris Zapp’s lecture. Why was it shocking for his audience? What correlation did he suggest between literary analysis and striptease? Is this novel Modern or Postmodern? 
Summary: How does Lodge mock the Butler´s educational reform? 
Seminar 3 (24/2):  Paul Scott: The Jewel in the Crown (extract) & Doris Lessing: Little Tembi
Paul Scott: The Jewel in the Crown (extract):

1. Miss Crane, English schoolteacher in India, uses a special teaching aid: a painting entitled The Jewel in Her Crown. Explain whether this painting perpetuates propaganda of British colonialism. 
Doris Lessing: Little Tembi
1. Define the setting and the characters in the short story. 

2. Why was Jane nicknamed “The Goodhearted One”?  

3. Explain the last paragraph of the short story. What did Tembi want? 

Summary: How do these two short stories view British colonialism? Are the authors objective/subjective in their views? 

Seminar 4 (3/3):  Kazuo Ishiguro: A Family Supper
Kazuo Ishiguro: A Family Supper
1. Try to draw the family tree of the narrator. What do we know about his father? 

2. Who was Watanabe? Why does the father call him “a man of principle”?

3. What is the connection between the beginning of the short story (death by fugu) and the end of the short story (family supper)? 

4. In your opinion, did the father kill his family? If yes, give reason(s). 

5. How does the short story illustrate the clash of two cultures (Japanese – Western)?

Summary: How does Ishiguro portray the effects of the clash/co-existence of two cultures? 
Seminar 5 (10/3):  & Salman Rushdie: The Prophet’s Hair
Salman Rushdie: The Prophet’s Hair
1. The Prophet’s Hair = relic (magic realism). How does the short story illustrate the Oriental narrative structure? Is the short story Modern or Postmodern? 
Summary: Compare Ishiguro’s, Rushdie’s, Lessing’s and Scott’s views of co-existence of two cultures. Which author is more objective/subjective/neutral/critical? Explain. 
Seminar 6 (17/3):  Graham Greene: The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen & William Golding: Lord of the Flies
Graham Greene: The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen
1. Observe the exotic element in the short story. 

2. Read the opening of the short story. What kind of narrator can we observe (objective/subjective)? 

3. Who is the main character? Is she a quality writer? 

4. Why was the short story named The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen? Is the story Modern or Postmodern? 
William Golding: Lord of the Flies
1. Explain symbolism of characters, objects and the island. 
2. Which ideas of Niccolo Machiavelli are reflected in the extract/the novel? 
Summary: Explain the exotic phenomenon in both novels. 

Seminar 7 (24/3):  John Fowles: The Enigma
John Fowles: The Enigma = symbol of mystery, secret, something supernatural

Paragraph 1: Comment on the narrator. What do we know about him/her/them? 

2. Who is John Marcus Fielding?  Distinguish between “FACT” and “FICTION”

3. Why Fowles chose to start with an obituary-style information?

Identify who said what about J. M. Fielding. Mrs. Fielding (wife); Peter Fielding (son); Isobel Dodgson (Peter’s girlfriend); a farmhand on Fielding’s farm; a newspaper columnist. 

Do they see Fielding in the same way? Why the author needed the multiplicity of opinions?

What could be the THEME?

Is the piece modern or post-modern?

Muriel Spark: A Member of the Family
A Member of the Family = symbolism of the title: one of many vs. true member of the family

Read the opening paragraph. Answer:

1. What type of text is it? A flashback, flashforward, digression, meandres, parallel world, etc.?

2. What cultural significance does an invitation to see somebody’s parents have in our cultural context? What are the cultural norms and standards of such visit in Slovakia/England/USA?

3. What could be the THEME? Does the theme affect the way of translation the text?
Summary: What do Fowles and Spark reveal about the human psyche? What is the ID, Superego and Ego of their main characters? 
Seminar 8 31/3):  David Lodge: Introduction to Lucky Jim (1992)
True or False? Correct the wrong information:

1. Lucky Jim was first performed in 1965.

2. In those days, paperbacks preceded hardbacks. 

3. Kingsley Amis accepted the label “Angry Young Man”. 

4. Lucky Jim is a continuously funny comic novel. 

5. Its comedy derives from two sources: situation and academic style.

6. Lucky Jim is set in Oxford.

7. The main character, Dixon, is in the novel referred to by his first name.

8. Dixon´s hobby is pulling faces. 

9. Dixon delivered the lecture on Elizabethan England.

10. Lucky Jim portrays contrasts between academic old-timers and young intellectuals and between feminist and feminine women. 

11. Lucky Jim has a fairy-tale pattern and a happy ending. 

David Lodge: The British Museum is Falling Down
1. Who is the main character? What is symbolic about his name? 
2. What role do names play in the novel: a) linguistic experiments: alphabetically named family (Adam, Barbara, Claire, Edward, Dominic...); 
3. Are there any other examples of linguistic paradoxes in the extract? (e.g. Adam can finish a trivial literary competition but can’t finish his dissertation, neither answer his daughter’s questions);

4. Are there any Biblical allusions?
5. What does the extract/novel say about the role of a thousand-year-old religion to answer present-day questions and problems: sex = usual source of pleasure is a constant source of stress for Adam. 

6. Are there any other literary experiments?: each chapter reminds of a famous author: Chaucer, Kafka, Greene, Joyce...

British Humour: Sue Townsend: Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 13 ¾ & George Mikes: How to Be an Alien
Traditional British Values: Identify these in the extracts. Give specific episodes:

MONARCHISM, ROYALISM, PATRIOTISM, PET-LOVING, TEA AT FIVE, TALKS ABOUT WEATHER, XENOPHOBIA, CONSERVATIVISM, CLASS-SONSCIOUSNESS, ALOOFNESS, DRY HUMOUR
Summary: How do Townsend and Mikes view the British society? Do they agree in their view of the traditional British values? 

Seminar 9 7/4):  Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot & Harold Pinter: The Applicant
1. Identify features of the absurd drama in both plays. 

2. Identify the setting, characters, ending. 

3. Identify the genre of both plays as defined by the author. 

4. Are these plays Modern or Postmodern? Give your reasons. 

Summary: Explain, why was Beckett awarded the Nobel Prize for Waiting for Godot. In what way this play shifts the traditional literary conventions? 
Seminar 10 (14/4):  Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot & Harold Pinter: The Applicant
1. Identify features of the absurd drama in both plays. 

2. Identify the setting, characters, ending. 

3. Identify the genre of both plays as defined by the author. 

4. Are these plays Modern or Postmodern? Give your reasons. 
Summary: Compare Beckett and Pinter. Do they use the same literary techniques to put forward the same ideas? 

Seminar 11:  Modern British Poetry
In Westminster Abbey: What does the poem criticise? 

40-LOVE, happiness: Explain linguistic experiment of Roger McGough. 

Scaffolding: Is this poem a traditional love sonnet? Give reasons. 

Hawk Roosting: How does the poem describe the predator (hawk)? Why does it kill? Can you draw connection with the human society? 

Trout, Rookery, Jaguar, Pike: How do these poems describe predators? Why do they kill? Can you draw connection with the human society? 

Summary: Explain the difference between the traditional English poetry (e.g. Lake Poets) and modern post-war poetry. What innovations do we encounter? 

Seminar 12:  Modern British Poetry
In Westminster Abbey: What does the poem criticise? 

40-LOVE, happiness: Explain linguistic experiment of Roger McGough. 

Scaffolding: Is this poem a traditional love sonnet? Give reasons. 

Hawk Roosting: How does the poem describe the predator (hawk)? Why does it kill? Can you draw connection with the human society? 

Trout, Rookery, Jaguar, Pike: How do these poems describe predators? Why do they kill? Can you draw connection with the human society? 

Summary: Explain the difference between the traditional English poetry (e.g. Lake Poets) and modern post-war poetry. What innovations do we encounter? 

This is the end of seminar presentations. 
Good work done.

Len pre náhľad:
MODERN ENGLISH LITERATURE – EXAM GUIDE
SAMPLE TEST QUESTIONS
In your credit test or in your final oral exam (alternatively in your state exams) you may be given some of the following questions:

1. Compare and contrast Structuralism (Modernism) and Post-structuralism (Postmodernism). 

2. How do these types of literary criticism view understanding the/a meaning of a literary text? (Relevant text to analyse: David Lodge: Small World)

3. Explain: “Every decoding is another encoding“. (Relevant text to analyse: David Lodge: Small World)

4. Why did Morris Zapp’s lecture shock the audience in the novel Small World?

5. What were the Angry Young Men angry about? Explain the difference between the Angry Young Men and the Beat Generation. (Relevant text to analyse: John Osborne: Look Back in Anger)

6. What was the difference between father´s and Rob’s values in John Wain’s short story Manhood?

7. Who was a/the representative of an Angry Young Man in Wain’s short story Manhood? 

8. Who was a/the representative of an Angry Young Man in John Osborne’s play Look Back in Anger?

9. Why did Jim Porter marry Alison Redfern? Why did he call her “sycophantic, phlegmatic and pusillanimous“? (Relevant text to analyse: John Osborne: Look Back in Anger)

10. What Jimmy Porter liked/disliked most in his life? (Relevant text to analyse: John Osborne: Look Back in Anger)

11. Compare and contrast Jimmy Porter (Relevant text to analyse: John Osborne: Look Back in Anger) and Rob Willison (Relevant text to analyse: John Wain: Manhood)

12. Who was a/the representative of the working class hero in Allan Sillitoe’s short story Uncle Ernest? Why? What does the reader learn from this short story about the social conditions of the working class in Britain in the 1950s.

13.  Compare and contrast th Working class novels/novelists and the Angry Young Men and their characters. 
14. What is ironic/interesting about the title of the painting in Paul Scott’s novel The Jewel in the Crown? (extract). 

15. Does the extract of The Jewel in the Crown show any form of colonial propaganda? 

16. Does William Golding believe that “people will abuse power when it is not earned“? (Relevant text to analyse: William Golding: Lord of the Flies). Give your reasons why.

17. Does William Golding believe that “man produces evil as a bee produces honey“? (Relevant text to analyse: William Golding: Lord of the Flies). Give your reasons why.

18. Explain symbolism of the following characters/objects in Golding’s novel Lord of the Flies: Piggy, Ralph, Simon, Roger, Jack, the Island, conch, Lord of the flies. 

19. Explain the function of the indefinite article in Kazuo Ishiguro’s short story A Family Supper.  Does it the same function as the indefinite article in Muriel Spark’s short story A Member of the Family? What does the indefinite article signify? 

20. Explain the role of Indian words such as phial, purdah and Mullahs in Salman Rushdie’s short story The Prophet’s Hair? Is the short story Modern or Postmodern? Give your reasons. 
21. Explain the clash of two cultures in Kazuo Ishiguro’s short story A Family Supper. 

22. How does Doris Lessing view colonialism, dominant and submissive cultures in her short story Little Tembi? Is she objective or subjective? 

23. Explain the paradox “she has abrasive powers of observation” in Graham Greene’s short story The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen. 

24. How does the title of the Graham Greene’s short story The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen illustrate its theme? 
25. Explain the difference between quality fiction and fiction written for commercial reasons (bestsellers)? Does Greene’s story help us to understand this difference? 
26. What role played the “Nelson’s touch“ in Graham Greene’s short story The Invisible Japanese Gentlemen?
27. There were several people describing the main character in John Fowles’ short story The Enigma. Comment on their relationships to the main character. What role did these descriptions play in the story? 
28. Why John Maynard Fielding did not leave a good-bye letter in John Fowles’ short story The Enigma? Is the story Modern or Postmodern? 
29. Explain the motto of John Fowles’ short story The Enigma: “who can become muddy and yet, settling, slowly become limpid“?
30. Which rules of traditional detective stories were broken in John Fowles’ short story The Enigma?
31. Which methods of manipulation did George Orwell describe in his novel 1984? How does the social system in George Orwell’s novel 1984 reflect famous philosophical and historical concepts, such as those of Niccolo Machiavelli? How did the reduction of language help to manipulate the people in 1984? Explain how was the system of telescreens connected with the quote “Each man has his own personal hell“ in the novel 1984?
32. Explain the irony of the title in Kingsely Amis’ novel Lucky Jim. What does David Lodge in his Introduction to Lucky Jim write about the historical circumstances of the novel Lucky Jim (1954)?
33. How does the novel Lucky Jim illustrate 1944 Butler Education Act and its consequences? 
34. Explain linguistic humour in David Lodge’s novel The British Museum is Falling Down (extract). Is the extract Modern or Postmodern? 
35. Explain the role of indefinite article in the title of Muriel Spark’s short story A Member of the Family. 
36. How does Muriel Spark’s short story A Member of the Family illustrate/caricature Freud’s idea of Oedipus /Clytemnestra’s complex?  
37. Does Muriel Spark’s short story A Member of the Family have a happy/unhappy/open ending?  
38. Which topics typical for British women writers are present in Muriel Spark’s short story A Member of the Family? Which are absent?
39. Which traditional British values are illustrated/caricatured in Sue Townsend’s novel about Adrian Mole? 

40. Compare and contrast Sue Townsend’s novel about Adrian Mole and George Mikes’ novel How to be an Alien.

41. George Mikes writes, “If you don’t succeed in imitating the British, you become ridiculous. If you succeed, you become even more ridiculous.” Does Sue Townsend share Mikes’ views? Give example. 

42. Which features of the absurd drama does Samuel Beckett use in his play Waiting for Godot? 

43. Explain who/what is Godot in Beckett’s play Waiting for Godot? 

44. Explain the term “logical fallacy”. Does Beckett use logical fallacies in his play Waiting for Godot? 

45. What is the setting of Beckett’s play Waiting for Godot? Explain whether it is important for understanding the meaning of the play. 

46. Which features of the absurd drama does Harold Pinter use in his play The Applicant? 

47. What does John Betjeman criticise in his poem In Westminster Abbey? 

48. What does Roger McGough illustrate/criticise in his poems 40-LOVE and happiness? 

49. Compare and contrast two poetic movements THE MOVEMENT and THE GROUP. 

50. Explain the difference between amoral and immoral. Which British poet(s) use the contrast between amoral and immoral in his/their poems? 
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