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Scaffolding
Seamus Heaney
Seamus Heaney is an Irish writer and poet born in 1939.
Masons, when they start upon a building, 
Are careful to test the scaffolding,
Make sure that planks won't slip at busy points, 
Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints.
5
And yet all this comes down when the job's done, 
Showing off walls of sure and solid stone.
So if, my dear, there sometimes seems to be 
Old bridges breaking between you and me,
Never fear. We may let the scaffold fall, 
10
Confident that we have built our wall.
(from: Death of a Naturalist, Faber & Faber)
	
	In Westminster Abbey
	Vocabulary
Westminster Abbey: the most famous church in London vox humana: a 'stop' (making a sound like a voice) on a church organ swells: grows louder 
beauteous: (archaic) beautiful
Eden: England, which the speaker thinks of as a paradise. In a famous patriotic speech in Shakespeare's Richard II, England is described as 'This other Eden, demi-paradise' (II, i, 42).
bask: lie in the sun
lie: are buried
Germans: the enemy in World War II
spare: do not kill
for Thy Sake: a standard phrase from Church prayers, meaning 'for Your [God's] Honour' (the capital letters are customary in references to God)
whate'er: (archaic) whatever
undismembered: a pompous way of saying 'complete'
Forces: armed forces
gallant: brave
stands for: signifies
Boots': a large circulating library (see Chapter 7, 'Culture', Question 15e)
free passes: free tickets on public
transport for the armed forces 189 Cadogan Square: the speaker's home, in one of the richest areas of London
Service: meeting for worship and prayer
crown: place in heaven shares: investments on the Stock
Exchange white feathers: these were handed to young men not in military uniform during both
World Wars as a symbol of cowardice Women's Army Corps:
Women's section of the army Throne: king's ceremonial seat Safety Zone: area in which you are safe from bombs, falling
buildings, etc treat: special pleasure interr'd: buried

	
	Let me take this other glove off
As the vox humana swells, 

And the beauteous fields of Eden
Bask beneath the Abbey bells.
	

	5  
	Here, where England's statesmen lie, 

Listen to a lady's cry.
	

	
	
	

	
	Gracious Lord, oh bomb the Germans.
Spare their women for Thy Sake, 

And if that is not too easy 


	

	10
	We will pardon Thy Mistake. 
But, gracious Lord, whate'er shall be, 
Don't let anyone bomb me.
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	Keep our Empire undismembered, 
Guide our Forces by Thy Hand, 
Gallant blacks from far Jamaica,
Honduras and Togoland; 
Protect them Lord in all their fights, 
And, even more, protect the whites.
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	Think of what our Nation stands for, 
Books from Boots' and country lanes,
Free speech, free passes, class distinction, 
Democracy and proper drains. 
Lord, put beneath Thy special care 
One-eighty-nine Cadogan Square.
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	Although dear Lord I am a sinner,
I have done no major crime; 
Now I'll come to Evening Service
Whensoever I have the time.
So, Lord, reserve for me a crown,
	

	30
	And do not let my shares go down.
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	I will labour for Thy Kingdom, 
Help our lads to win the war,
Send white feathers to the cowards,
Join the Women's Army Corps,
Then wash the Steps around Thy Throne
In the Eternal Safety Zone.
	

	
	
	

	
	Now I feel a little better,
What a treat to hear Thy Word, 
Where the bones of leading statesmen
	

	40
	Have so often been interr'd. 
And now, dear Lord, I cannot wait 
Because I have a luncheon date.
	

	
	John Betjeman
	

	
	
	


