AMERICAN STUDIES

YEAR: 2013
     Instructors: lectures: PaedDr. Jana Javorčíková, PhD.   
                                                  seminars: Bc. Michael Dove         
TERM: SUMMER              Jana´s office hours: Tuesday, 16:10-16:50                              
Prerequisites: --              Organisation: 1 seminar/1 lecture (Tuesdays, class 8)  

Credits: 2    
Course description:
This course deals with the life, culture, and institutions in the past and contemporary United States. The course is based on the assumption that the “realia“ of a country is an indispensable part of learning its language. It also assumes that all the economic, political, sociological  and cultural texts about a country  should be provided with their historical context.

The main objectives of the course are:

· to explore the  cultural context of day-to-day life in the USA

· to explain the major institutions of the American society

· to provide useful methodological  methods when teaching American Studies

Seminars: - to provide background for the concepts discussed in lectures.

Materials: - to be distributed in class or via internet. For lectures, please, print power-point presentations available on the web-page.
	Criteria for credits:
	· Active participation in seminars  (pop-in quizzes and activities)                                 
· Final test …….…………........……...max. 60-90 points (TBS)
· Voluntary project………………….…….....…3 points (privilege not a right)
TOTAL………………………..…..100 points ……... (min. 65)


Note: You will take a test with Michael (seminar-content) and with Jana (lecture-content). 
Voluntary activity (sample): Analyse B. Obama´s presidential address and identify democratic features and pro-democratic statements.

Please check the web-page weekly for additional sources and materials. 

AMERICAN STUDIES

	W
	Topic
	Lectures with J. Javorčíková:
	Seminars with Michael:
	Extra-class activities - recommended

	1. 
	1. Introduction to American Studies

2. American regions and territories
	Regional names and nicknames: State Nicknames and Stories behind them: Utah, Texas, Florida, Georgia, New York, Vermont, Nevada, Wyoming, Alaska, Hawaii
	Geographical overview of the USA
	

	2. 
	1. Regional varieties

2. American Beliefs and Values

3. Regionalism vs. Americanisation


	 American dialects: New England  vs. the South (Varieties- of American English AA 22816 40:49) 
	New England and the Mid-Atlantic
	“Death of a Salesman”



	3. 
	1. The Making of a Nation


	· audio: “America” (West Side Story)

· accent discrimination (video)
	The South and the Midwest
	 

	4. 
	1. The Political 

System

2. Republican and Democratic political platforms
	Adler: American Life and Institutions, pp. 208-211 – political platforms

ACU p. 154: G. Bush´s/Obama´s address  
	The Rocky Mountains and the Southwest
	

	5. 
	1. The Political System

2. Checks and balances

3. Political parties

4. Presidential elections 
	
	California and the Pacific Northwest
	 

	6. 
	Law Crime and Justice


	· Video "Falling Down“ (extract)


	Alaska, Hawaii and U.S. Territories
	Video “Falling Down”



	7. 
	The U.S. Economy
	AH 94/95, 8 p 16: social work agencies, social security (TBS)
	Government and politics
	

	8. 
	Education 


	· Video: High – school drop-ins.

AS pp. 282: Are Public Schools the Proper Agencies for Achieving Racial Segregation?

AP p. 99: School Prayers + Church, State Politics
	Politics continued: the film “Jesus Camp”
	Video “Stand and Deliver”



	9. 
	The Media
	Workshop- the US press
	Media and social change, foreign policy
	

	10. 
	The Arts


	· American Fine Arts
	Review for test
	

	
	
	Final Test
	
	
	

	11. 
	
	Credit Awarding
	· 
	


Further information for re-takers:
Those who failed the American Studies course in the previous year may re-take it within two following years. In order to earn a grade, re-takers have to:
· Prior to the course, re-takers check whether they are correctly enlisted in the AIS system and report any problems to the IT person;

· Print the contract (see below) and bring it to the first meeting with the instructor;

· Contact the one of the instructors as soon as possible, preferably before the term starts but no later than two weeks after the term starts;
· Check the course web-page weekly;
· Complete all tasks according to the valid lesson plan, regardless to the conditions and tasks they had completed before unless the teacher stipulates otherwise; 

· Submit all written tasks on the date due; 

· Sign up for the final test in the AIS system and come to exam ready and on time. 

· Check whether his or her grade has been entered in the AIS system and report any problems to the instructor no later than two weeks after the final test.

Re-takers are not subject to any special conditions or excuses unless the teacher suggests otherwise. 

If any problems occur, students ate advised to present and consult the Re-taker´s contract (see below) signed by the instructor.

                                 RE-TAKER´S CONTRACT 
RE-TAKER´S NAME, SURNAME, SPECIALISATION, e-mail: 

WHEN DID YOU LAST TAKE THE COURSE IN AMERICAN STUDIES (YEAR):

WHY DID YOU FAIL: 

TASKS IN ORDER TO EARN A GRADE IN YEAR: 

· active participation in seminars: YES          NO

· final test:

· extra activity: (instructor specifies):          

· tasks accepted by the instructor from the previous year (instructor specifies):        

Date:                                                                            Instructor´s signature:

                                                                                      _____________________                         
