AMERICAN LITERATURE II – 
DETAILED GUIDE TO 
(ONLINE) SEMINARS: 
Online lectures and seminars will be held on Tuesdays, in scheduled times. You will be send an e-mail invitation to join the meeting. In your online seminars, all the rules stated in your Lesson Plan are valid. 3 absences maximum. I expect you to prepare answers to the following questions beforehand (preferably written) and be ready to present your reflections of the texts in an academic and organized manner. Your contributions will be graded A, B, C, D, E, F and will affect the final grade. Three Fs in online meetings = Fx final grade.  

CB1 = JAVORČÍKOVÁ: A COMPENDIUM OF AMERICAN LITERATURE

CB2 = VIETOROVÁ: EXTRACTS FROM AMERICAN FICTION OF THE 20TH CT. 

Seminar 2 (29/9 - prezenčne): CB1: Hemingway: Soldier´s Home

CB2: pp. 21

Stein: Autobiography of A. B. Toklas

Fitzgerald: The Rich Boy

Hemingway: Indian Camp

1. Define the Lost Generation. What were they for/against? 
2. Hemingway: In CB1 p. 51, read the extract & analyse the iceberg method: “Krebs went to the war from a Methodist college in Kansas. There is a picture which shows him among his fraternity brothers, all of them wearing exactly the same height and style collar. He enlisted in the Marines in 1917 and did not return to the United States until the second division returned from the Rhine in the summer of 1919. There is a picture which shows him on the Rhone with two German girls and another corporal. Krebs and the corporal look too big for their uniforms. The German girls are not beautiful. The Rhine does not show in the picture.

 (Where is the mystery, discrepancy, extremely short sentences)?

3. Hemingway: Indian Camp: Draw a family tree of Nick. Is there anything strange about him being present in the childbirth? Why his father did not take proper equipment? Is there anything unusual about the way the father and son communicate? Think of what could be a Postcolonial, Feminist, Historical interpretation of the short story. 
4. Fitzgerald: The Rich Boy: CB2 p. 22. Comment on the opening of the story – can you see a metatext? Who is the narrator & narratee? 
5. Comment on the extract (p. 23): Anson was the eldest of six children who would some day divide a fortune of fifteen million dollars, and he reached the age of reason—is it seven?—at the beginning of the century when daring young women were already gliding along Fifth Avenue in electric “mobiles.” In those days he and his brother had an English governess who spoke the language very clearly and crisply and well, so that the two boys grew to speak as she did—their words and sentences were all crisp and clear and not run together as ours are. They didn´t talk exactly like English children but acquired an accent that is peculiar to fashionable people in the city of New York. 

Q: In what way does this extract show the new US aristocracy? 

What happened to Anson at the and of the story, what is the theme? 
Σ (summa summarum): What do Faulkner & Hemingway help the reader to understand about the Lost Generation, the war, masculinity, wealth, death, fitting in the society, etc.? 
Seminar 3 (6/10 - online):  CB1: T. S. Eliot: Wasteland, poems CB1 pp. 45-48

Heller: Catch XXII, chapters 1-5 

Eliot: The Wasteland: 

1. What phase of human life does summer symbolize? Was this particular summer a happy period for the speaker of the poem? 

2. Explain why Eliot uses a foreign language in line 12. What does the line indicate? 

3. What is the role of childhood memories in lines 14-17?

4. Which words in lines 19-26 describe a desolate post-war wasteland? 

5. What does the “red rock” symbolize? Why is it red? 

6. Explain lines 27-30. Who is the speaker talking to? What kind of fear does he talk about?

7. Why is the poem entitled The Burial of the Dead? 
Heller: Catch XXII, chapter 1: 

Read the opening of the novel in CB1, p. 53. 

1. Explain why Yossarian is an anti-hero. 

2. Explain the words in the extract: to ground somebody, mission, to fly a mission

3. Find examples, where the dialogue is absurd – explain

4. Explain the principle of Catch XXII. 

5. How does the absurd language help the reader to understand the absurdity of the war? 

Σ (summa summarum): What do Heller & Eliot help the reader to understand about the war in general? How do they experiment with style to put forward their ideas? 
Seminar 4 (13/10 - online): The War novel & The Beat Generation 
HW: Google facts about Jack Kerouac: (app. 1 paragraph per task)

· Who were the “Beatniks”?

· Who was Jack Kerouac?

· How did he become a writer? 

· Define Kerouack´s style
· How did literary criticism recognize Kerouac? (authorize sources)

Note: Irwin Allen Ginsberg (/ˈɡɪnzbɜːrɡ/; June 3, 1926 – April 5, 1997) was an American poet, philosopher, and writer. He is considered to be one of the leading figures of both the Beat Generation during the 1950s and the counterculture that soon followed. He vigorously opposed militarism, economic materialism and sexual repression and was known as embodying various aspects of this counterculture, such as his views on drugs, hostility to bureaucracy and openness to Eastern religions.[1] He was one of many influential American writers of his time known as the Beat Generation, which included famous writers such as Jack Kerouac and William S. Burroughs. /wiki/
A) Analyse the poem: Howl by Allen Ginsberg, CB 1 p. 61-62. (if possible, google the authentic original performance on youtube 5-10 minutes of it). Note: Howl was for public performance, not for reading alone. If you are confused by some terms or names, ignore them just like the people in the street. Try to get the gist of Ginsberg´s message. Answer the questions & complete the statements:
1. Identify the speaker of the poem Howl as specifically as possible:____________________________ (This might be a bit difficult so look at the opening lines: I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness, starving, hysterical, naked, dragging themselves through negro streets at dawn looking for an angry fix. Fix = a dose of drug (SK: šleha, dávka)
2. Identify the (potential) audience of the speaker (to whom the poem is read):____________

3. What is the occasion?  Specific time, place OR unspecific time, place. Why?

4. What is the tone of the poem? Happy? Angry, Unmoved? Unruffled? Other? 

5. There are many images, motifs and symbols in the poem, perhaps induced by drug-use. (Note: Ginsberg experimented with marihuana, LSD and other drugs). Rather than tracing systematic thoughts in the poem, the reader should focus on individual symbols and motifs. Try to explain the following: 

-angelheaded hipsters = (line 4)

-scholars of war = (line 10)

-those who chained themselves to subways= (line 24)

What do all these people symbolise? What is THE/A THEME?
Σ (summa summarum): What do Kerouac and Ginsberg help the reader understand about the war, the System, the society, etc.? How effective do you find their protest? Which artistic experiments/devices do they employ to put their message forward? 
Seminar 5 (Anti-War Protest: The Beat Generation – we will complete what is there to complete) 

CB2: pp. 62-66

Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye

Allen Ginsberg: A Supermarket in California (google the poem or see the ppt presentation) What is the theme of the poem? Is Ginsberg praising, criticising, protesting, and illustrating a point or something else? 

1. Identify the speaker of the poem as specifically as possible:____________________________ 

2. Identify the (potential) audience of the speaker (to whom the poem is read):____________

3. What is the occasion?  Specific time, place OR unspecific time, place. Why?

4. What is the tone of the poem? Happy? Angry, Unmoved? Unruffled? Other? 

5. There is the symbol of a Supermarket. What could it symbolise?  

6. Walt Whitman – What could he symbolise?  

7. What is the theme of the poem? Is Ginsberg praising, criticising, protesting, illustrating a point or something else? Is it a poem about consumerism? 

Salinger: The Catcher in the Rye In CB2 pp. 62-67
1. Explain the word “phoney”. What would teenagers say today? Explain other taboo words in the text (p. 62): lousy, crap, goddam, crumby place, damn, they´re quite touchy, he´s got a lot of dough… Why did Salinger use this type of language? 
2. Identify the main character: who is he? What does he want? What does he hate? (underline examples in the text).
3. From the stylistic point of view, what is interesting about the opening of the novel? How do the sentences start? 

4. What does Holden think of Charles Dickens, why? 

5. Google the plot of the novel. Is the theme of the novel a triumph or a failure? Explain. 

6. Why is the novel considered a cult novel? What is the connection between this novel and John Lennon? 

Σ (summa summarum): Do Ginsberg & Salinger agree in their views of the modern society/America, materialism & consumerism? Where do they differ? Is Holden´s solution a triumph or a failure? 
Seminar 6 (27/10):  Ethnic voices: Southern novel: 
Welty: CB2: pp. 37-56

Faulkner: Dry September

O´Connor: A Good Man is Hard to Find

The Wistle, A Worn Path
Faulkner: Dry September: 
Comment on the opening of the short story (tryto comment at least 3 interesting phenomena): 
THROUGH THE BLOODY September twilight, aftermath of sixty-two rainless days, it had gone like a fire in dry grass the rumor, the story, whatever it was. Something about Miss Minnie Cooper and a Negro. Attacked, insulted, frightened: none of them, gathered in the barber shop on that Saturday evening where the ceiling fan stirred, without freshening it, the vitiated air, sending back upon them, in recurrent surges of stale pomade and lotion, their own stale breath and odors, knew exactly what had happened.

Q: Why is so much attention paid to the weather? Is is important/symbolic for the theme?

Q: Who is Miss Minnie? 
Explain the line: The client sat up. He looked at the speaker. "Do you claim that anything excuses a nigger attacking a white woman? Do you mean to tell me you are a white man and you'll stand for it? You better go back North where you came from. The South dont want your kind here."

Explain the line: Are you going to let the black sons get away with it until one really does it?'
Discuss the ending of the short story. What does Faulkner criticise here? 

What kind of  portrait of the South is Faulkner giving in this extract? 

Flannery O´Connor: A Good Man is Hard to Find      CB2: pp. 44-51

1.Which of these topics does this extract share with Dry September: A) motherhood  B) environmentalism    C) generation gap    D) crime

2. Characterize Grandmother, the rest of the family and The Misfit. Who is a “true Southerner“? Why?

3. What kind of portrait of the deep South is O´Connor showing in this extract? 

Eudora Welty: The Whistle: CB2 pp. 51-56

1. Characterize Sara and Jason Morton: are they white or black? What do they desire, love, hate, cannot stand? What is their dream?
2. How does the short story break the stereotype of the South as a beautiful place easy to live in (for the whites)? 

3. Why is the story called “The Whistle“?

4. Explain the last line “a machine of dreams“.

A Worn Path: CB2 pp. 54-56

1. Characterize the main hero Phoenix Jackson. 
2. What kind of portrait of the deep South is O´Connor showing in this extract? 

Σ (summa summarum): How do O´Connor, Welty & Faulkner view the South? Do they point out the same problems? Does any of them idealize the South? Do they show topics which are also relevant in Slovakia? 
Seminar 7:  (3/11): Ethnic voices: Afro-American novel

CB1, pp. 68-70, CB2: pp. 90-100

Morison: CB2 Song of Solomon

Walker: When the Other Dancer is the Self (CB2 p. 95)

Kincaid: The Autobiography of My Mother (CB2 p. 118)

Tony Morison: The Bluest Eye: CB1 pp. 68-70

1. Comment on the style of the introduction. Is it modern or postmodern? Explain.

2. In Extract 2, line 19, why is the whole text italicized? 

3. Find where the motifs, symbols of seeds and growing are used. To what purpose? 

4. Who is to blame for the fact that the “Black” seeds did not grow up? 

5. Explain the symbolism of “new brown stockings” and “cod-liver oil”. 

6. Describe Claudia and Frieda’s home. Were they poor or rich (notice the kerosene lamp, rags to stuff the windows, etc.)? 

7. Were they loved by their parents? Does their mother comply with the stereotype of “Black” woman of the period?  Is Claudia’s childhood happy or painful? 

8. Look at the photos in CB1 p. 70. What kind of homes do they show? What is the difference between these and those described by Morrison in the opening parts of Chapter I?

Walker: When the Other Dancer is the Self (CB2 p. 95)
1. Read the opening paragraph. Is the tone humorous or not? 

2. Write the timeline of the story: 

It is a bright summer day in 1947. 

It is Easter Sunday, 1950. 

p. 96 I am 8 and a tomboy.

p. 97 Years later, in the throes of a mid-life crisis...

P- 97 I am 8 and for the first time doing poorly in school

p. 98 – I am 12. When relatives come to visit…  I hide in my room. 

p. 98 It is now 30 years since the “accident“... At night I am in bed with my lover. 

100 I am 27 and my baby daughter is almost 3

Why does Walker cover such an extended period in the story? 

3. Mommy where did you get that world in your eye? – explain the phrase. 
4. Walker uses various genres in the story  - music, poetry, even a song Always by Steve Wander https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vjsAy7HFeX0 (listen to the song & explain the relevance for the short story). 
Σ (summa summarum): What do Walker & Morison teach us about the life of the African-Americans in the 1960s? What is their view of various forms of discrimination? How relevant does Walker find racial discrimination nowadays? Are these authors feminists? Justify. 
Seminar 8: (10/11) New trends in American literature: Jewish, Chinese-American, Hispanic and literature of Native Americans
CB2: pp. 56-61

Bellow: Herzog

Kingston: The Woman Warrior (p. 115)
Tan CB1 p. 72

Tan: The Joy Lucky Club CB1 p. 72
1. This short paragraph shows the history of June´s family – was it a happy one? Which war does the extract refer to? 

2. What happened to “those babies”? Why is June´s mother so undisturbed? 

3. Watch a part of the movie: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhtjwGZlaew
-Which Chinese habits and customs should we respect when invited to dinner at their´s? Give 3 examples of how Rich insulted the Chinese parents in the film. Does the film show the clash of the American & Chinese culture? In what way? 

4. Which topics are employed in this novel: Americanisation, melting pot, biculturalism, feminism, cultural clash, immigration… in what way? 
5. Is the novel postmodern? In what manner? Comment on its style. 
Σ (summa summarum): What do Bellow, Kingston & Tan teach us about different cultures? Did you learn any specific Jewish or Chinese cultural norms? Can we call these authors cultural ambassadors? 
Seminar 9:  (17/11) NO CLASS – state holiday
CB2: pp.67-89

Updike: My Father on the Verge of Disgrace

Minot: Thorofare

Wolf: The Other Miller

Sontag: The Way We live now (p. 101)
Seminar 10:  (24/11) Other Postmodern trends: GLBT literature, feminist writers, environmental writers

CB2: pp.67-89

Updike: My Father on the Verge of Disgrace

Minot: Thorofare

Wolf: The Other Miller

Sontag: The Way We live now (CB2 p. 101)
Sontag: The Way We live now (CB2 p. 101)

1. Google some information about the history of HIV & legalisation of homosexuality in the USA and the world. When did the USA official recognize HIV? What role did Nancy Regan play in it? 

2. The short story shows a man dying of HIV. When is the exact name of the disease mentioned for the first time?

3. Names – why we know all the names of the patient´s friends but his name remains anonymous for quite a while?  

4. Style – which style of writing does the story employ?: realistic, romantic, stream-of-consciousness, spontaneous prose, postmodern, other? Justify your choice. 

5. What does Sontag want to say about HIV & dying of such a disease to the public? Are her views still relevant in 2020?

6. What is the present-day US policy towards people with alternative lifestlyles, such as LGBT°?
Cunningham: The Hours CB1pp.74-75

1. Watch the opening scene (preferably the whole film) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMRoqYM01j0&list=PLSkWrGXcBUK-Icea2MpJSCN4-b8vqn8vw   Why Cunningham combined three completely unrelated stories, set in different times, places, eras…?

2. Is the novel postmodern? Discuss its style & techniques. 
3. What role does Virginia Woolf (a real personality) impersonates in the film? 

4. Theme – The novel speaks about human happiness and its relativity – do you agree? Are there more themes in the novel? 
Σ (summa summarum): Would Sontag & Cunningham agree that sexuality is an entirely private matter of an individual? What is their political message regarding LGBT matters? 
Seminar 11:  (1/12) – the last online seminar unless needed: American Drama
CB1: Death of a Salesman (try to read as much as possible from the complete play) 

1.What significance do you attach to the names of the protagonists?

2.Comment on the title. What kinds of deaths might be referred to?

3.Who or what killed the salesman?

4.Why does Miller choose a travelling salesman as his tragic hero?

5.Why does Willy not follow his Brother to Alaska?

6.Why did Willy decline Charlie’s offer of a job?

7.Why does Willy put so much emphasis on being well liked,

8.Why is Linda’s love not enough to save Willy?

9.Do you think that Biff is right to speak the truth to Willy about their identities? Is 10.what Biff says the truth?

11.What is the significance of Willy’s affair?

12.Is this play anti-capitalistic?

13.Do you find Willy Loman a worthy tragic hero? Does he inspire pity and fear?

14.What societal forces does Bernard represent?

15.What societal forces does the tape recorder represent?

Σ (summa summarum): How does Miller help us to understand the American Dream (or failure thereof), success, fate, the role of a “little man“ in the society, capitalism, the American “greed“? 
The end of online sessions. If needed, arrange online consultations.

Good luck in your exams. 

� Adopted from class-activities of various teachers. 





7

