A homework sheet – Vocabulary (words and phrases) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ben Steiner: A Brief Interruption (BBC Radio 4, 7 October 2004)   
A homework sheet – Vocabulary (words and phrases) 
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Questions: 1. Notice the phonetic peculiarities of the actor (character), he uses “Oxonian stuttering“, has a slightly northern accent: my hands [mi handz], myself [miself]
2. lexical: uses colloquial language  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. (not) be much cop – 
2. revelation – 
3. show off / to be show-offy – 
4. whereabouts – 
5. just the ticket -- 
6. mission control – 
7.  tatty – 
8. could do with someone / something – 
9. to keep up with (the times) – 
10. send (one) into a tizz(y) – 
11. marbled halls – 
12. frescos – 
13. gold-plated – 
14. javelin – 
15. whatsits – 
16. rattle around (a nonce idiom) – 
17. downsizing -- 
18. to drag -- 
19. give-and-take – 
20. bossyboot – 
21. shower cap – 
22. dippy so-and-so – 
23. Bob's your uncle!- –
24. go at it – 
25. crockery (tons of crockery will be flying) –
26. smug grin – 
27. long-stop – same as 28 –
28. last resort – 
29. (way down) the pecking order 
30. pestilence of the black death – 
31. backlog –  
32. roll up one’s sleeves – 
33. get stuck in –
34. as a rule –
35. Art Garfunkel –  
36. bread-and-butter stuff – 
37. Wensleydale – 
38. tweak (the law of nature) – 
39. come across as (to someone) -- 
40. bold eagle – 
41. the billionth digit of pi – 
42. tonsiophoebia –
43. have a go – 
44. ruthless – 
45. sledgehammer – 
46. to be a couple of slices short of a loaf 
47. bear with – to be patient with
48. to spare no expense – 
49. impersonator – 
50. Chris Tarrant – 
51. What a treat! – 
52. get cracking – 
53. yours truly – 
54. done and dusted –  
55. crustacean – 
56. hedge-trimmer –  
57. hank – 
58. spindle – (Units) a measure of length of yarn equal to 18 hanks (15 120 yards) for cotton or 14 400 yards for linen, vreteno, 
Balsa wood Spitfire – 
59. (smth) my foot – exclamation that something mentioned before is surely untrue
lawnmower – 
60. get one’s nose out –business. Go away! Get your nose out of my business! 
61. Dover slove – 
62. monk fish –
63. from scratch –    
64. parakeet --.
65. preventable diseases –
66. Knutsford –
67. a handful –
68. a doily – a small round piece of linen placed under a dish or bowl
69. floaty – 
70. to dream something away –  
71. go for a spin – To go for a brief, leisurely drive (to some place).
72. red-faced – 
73. mirror, signal, manoeuvre – 
74. curtains for somebody or something – 
75. thump – 
76. furry hillock – 
77. trickle – 
78. reverse back – 
79. purr –
80. ... can’t or won’t? – 
81. exploit one’s vulnerabilities – 
82. vagueness of human language – 
83. vacuous generalities – 
84. blind somebody to the fact… –   
