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grandson of Ongentheow. With his brother Eanmund, Eadgils
sebelled against the rule of their uncle, Onela, and fled for p;o»
tection to the Geats over whom Heardred, son of Hygelac, was
ruling. Onela in revenge attacked the Geats, slew Eanmund and
Heardred, and Iefe Beowulf to rule. Subsequently  Beowulf
aided Eadgils in war against Onela.

EANMUND (Ay‘an mund), a Swedish prince; brother of
Eadgils.

ECGLAF (Edge'laf), a Dane; father of Unferth.

ECGTHEOW (Edgethay o), father of Beowulf; husband of
King Hrethel's only daughter.

ECGWELA (Edge’wella), an ancient Danish king,

EOFOR (Av'e vor), a Geatish warror who rescued his
brother Wulf and slew the Swedish king, Ongentheow, in the
battle of Ravenswood.

EOMAR {Ay’o mare), son of King Offz of the Angles.

EORMANRIC (Ay’or man ric), king of the East Goths,

EOTAN, Jutes, who at Finnsburg fought under Finn against
the Danes,

FINN, a Frisian king; husband of Hildeburh, a Danish princess;
shain at Finnsburg by the Danes.

FINNS, 2 tribe, probably of Northern Norway, on whose
shores Beowulf landed after his swimming match with Breca.

FINNSBURG, the stronghold of the Frisian king, Finn.

FITELA (Fit'el a), nephew and son of Sigemund whose slaying
of the dragon is told by the minstrel in Heorot; in the Norse
Volsungasaga known as Sinfjodi, son of Sigemund and his sister,
Signy.

FOLCWALDA (Folk'wal da), father of the Frisian king, Finn,

FRANKS, the continental tribe attacked by Hygelac in the
famous raid in which he met his death, and in which Beowulf
slew Daghrefn and escaped by swimming back to Sweden.

FREAWARU (Fray’s war uh), daughter of Hrothgar; be-
trothed to Ingeld as a ‘peace-weaver’ to end the feud between
the Danes and the Heathobards, Beowulf prophesies to Hygelac
that the feud will be renewed in spite of the marriage.
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FRIESLAND, home of the Frisians.

FRISIANS, a tribe ruled by Finn; also mentioned (1207) as
allied with the Franks against Hygelac.

FRODA, king of the Heathobards; father of Ingeld.

GARMUND, father of King Offa of the Angles.

GEATS (Gay’ats), a tribe located in South Sweden; also re-
ferred to in the poem as War-, Sea~, and Weder-Geats, and as
Weders and Hrethlings {descendants of Hrethel). At the time
of Beowulf’s fight against the monsters the Geats were ruled by
Hygelac. He was succeeded by his son, Heardred. After Hear-
dred’s death, Beowulf ruled for fifty years, and died of wounds
received in the dragon fight.

GIFTHS, an Fast Germanic tribe.

GRENDEL, a monster, of human form but more than human
size and strength; with his hag-like mother, had his lair in an
evil pool near Heorot. Their raids on the hall took such toll of
Hrothgar's warriors that for twelve years the hall was unused
and descrted. Beowulf’s struggle against these monsters oc-
cupies the first two-thirds of the poem.

GUTHLAF (Gooth'laf), a Danish warrior who fought at
Finnsburg.

H/ERETH (Har'eth), father of Hygelac's wife, Hygd.

HATHCYN (Hath'kin), prince of the Geats; son of Hrethel.
He {inadvertently) killed his brother Herebeald, ruled for a time,
and was shin by the Swedish king Ongentheow at Ravenswood.

HALF-DANES, a people mentioned in the Finnshurg Lay to
whom belong Hoc, Hnaf, and Hildeburh.

HALGA, a Danish prince; brother of Hrothgar; father of
Hrothulf.

HAMA, a figure of Gothic legend who stole the Brosing
necklace.

HEALFDENE (Hay’alf den na), a Danish king: father of
Hrothgar, Heorogar, Halga, and an unnamed daughter.

HEARDRED (Hay‘ard red), son of Hygelac; afier Hygelacs
death, king of the Geats; slain by the Swedish king Onela; suc-
ceeded by Beowulf.
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HEATHOBARDS (Hay"a tho bards’), 2 Germanic tribe to
which belonged King Froda, and his son Ingeld. Hrothgar at-
tempted to end the feud between the Danes and the Heathobards
by the marriage of his daughter Freawaru to Ingeld.

HEATHOLAF (Hay's tho laf), a member of the Wylfing
tribe; killed by Ecgtheow, father of Beowulf, who then fled to
the young King Hrothgar for protection.

HEATHO-REMAS (Hay’a tho ray’mas), 2 tribe of South-
ern Norway on whose shores Breca was cast up after his swim-
ming match with Beowulf,

HELMINGS, the people of Wealhtheow, wife of Hrothgar.

HEMMING, kinsman of Offa and Eomar, of the Angles.

HENGEST, leader of the Danes at Finnsburg after the death
of Hnwf,

HEOROGAR (Hay’o ro gar), a brother of Hrothgar, and
father of Heoroweard.

HEOROT (Hay’o rot), the famous hall of the Danes built by
Hrothgar and haunted for twelve years by Grendel and his
mother. The site of Heorot is usually located near the modern
village of Leire in the island of Seeland.

HEOROWEARD (Hay'o ro way ard), son of Heorogar, and
nephew of Hrothgar; shin by a follower of the dead Hrothulf
at the fall of Heorot.

HEREBEALD (Her'ra bay old), eldest son of King Hrethel of
the Geats; killed (inadvertently) by his brother, Hatheyn,

HEREMOD (Her'ra mod), an ancient Dapish king twice men~
tioned in the poem as an example of cruelty and avarice.

HERERIC (Her'ra ric), brother of Hygelac’s wife, Hygd, and
uncle of Heardred.

HETWARE {(Het'war eh), a Frankish tribe against whom
Hygelac fought in his last raid.

HILDEBURH, a Danish princess, and wife of the Frisian king,
Finn.

HN/F (Hnaf), brother of Hildeburh; leader of the Danes
at Finnsburg; shin in the battle.

HOC, father of Hildeburh and Huowf,

A GLOSSARY OF PROPER NAMES 119

HONDSCIO (Hond'she o), a Geat; one of the band of four~
teen warriors who accompanied Beowulf to Heorot; killed and
devoured by Grendel.

HREOSNABEORH (Hray’ os na bay’orh), a hill in Geat-
Iand; scene of an attack on the Geats by Ohthete and Oncla.

HRETHEL, king of the Geats; father of Hygelac, and grand-
father of Beowulf.

HRETHLINGS, descendants of Hrethel; Geats.

HRETHMEN, Geats.

HRETHRIC, a son of Hrothgar.

HRONESNASS, 2 headland on the coast of Geatland on
which Beowulf’s burial barrow was built.

HROTHGAR, son of Healfdene; brother of Heorogar and
Halga; father of Hrethric, Hrothmund and Freawaru; king of
the Danes at the time of Beowulf’s fight against the monsters;
builder of Heorot.

HROTHMUND, a son of Hrothgar.

HROTHULF, son of Halga and nephew of Hrothgar. Pas-
sages in the poem foreshadow the treachery of Hrothulf, after
Hrothgar’s death, in killing Hrethric and scizing the rulé, only
to be attacked in turn, and killed, by his cousin, Heoroweard.

HRUNTING, the name of the sword lenc to Beowulf by
Unferth, and vsed by Beowulf against Grendel’s mother.

HUGAS, a Prankish tribe.

HUNLAFING, a son of Hunlaf, 2 warrior who fought under
Hengest at Finnsburg.

HYGD, daughter of Hareth, and wife and queen of Hygelac.

HYGELAC, son of Hrethel; uncle of Beowulf; ruler of the
Geats,

INGELD, a prince of the Heathobards; son of Froda; betrothed
to Hrothgar's daughter Freawarn.

INGWINE (Ing’winna), Ing’s friends; Danes.

NAGLING (Naog'ling), the name of the sword used by
Beowulf against the dragon.

OFFA, king of the Continental tribe of Angles.

OHTHERE (Oht'herra), a Swedish prince; son of King
Ongentheow; brother of Onela; father of Eanmund and Eadgils.
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ONELA, a Swedish king; brother of Ohthere.

ONGENTHEOW (On’gen thay o), a Swedish king; father
of Ohthere and Onela,

OSLAF, a Danish warder who fought at Finnsburg.

RAVENSWOOD, a forest in Sweden; site of the battde
between the Swedes and Geats in which Hygelac overthrew
Ongentheow.

SCYLD (Shild), mythical founder of the Danish royal line.

SCYLDINGS (Shildings), descendants of Scyld; Danes.

SCYLFINGS (Shilfings), Swedes.

SIGEMUND, uncle and father of Fitela (Sinfjstli); Sigemund,
the Volsung.

SWERTING, uncle, or grandfather, of Hygelac.

THRYTH, the shrewish wife of King Offa of the Angles.
In the poem a contrast is drawn between Thryth and the gracious
young Hygd, Hygelac’s queen.

UNFERTH, the thyle, or spokesman, of Hrothgar, who
taunted Beowulf with having been defeated by Breca in 2
youthful swimming match.

WAGMUNDINGS (Wag'mundings), the family to which
belonged Weohstan, Wiglaf, and Beowulf.

WALS, father of Sigemund.

WAELSING, son of Wals, Sigemund.

WAYLAND, the famous smith of Germanic legend.

WEALHTHEOW (Way’alh thay o), wife and queen of
Hrothgar; mother of Hrethrie and Hrothmund.

WENDELS, the tribe to which Wulfgar belonged; an uncer~
tain tribe, possibly inhabitants of Vendel in Sweden or of Vendill
in North Jutland,

WEOHSTAN (Way’oh stan), a Waxgraunding; father of
Wiglaf.

WIGLAF, a Wxgmunding; kinsman of Beowulf, and his
loyal companion-in-arms in the fatal battle against the dragon,

WITHERGYLD, a Heathobard warrior.

WONRED, a Geat; father of Wulf and Fofor.

WULF, 2 Geat; son of Wonred; fought in the battde of
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Ravenswood; was wounded by Ongentheow, and rescued by
his brother, Fofor. )
WULFGAR, prince of the Wendels, and herald at Hrothgar's

court.
WYLFINGS, a Germanic tribe to which belonged the Heatho-

faf who was killed by Ecgtheow, Beowul{’s father,

WYRD, Fate.

YRMENLAF, 2 Dane; younger brother of &schere, the friend
and councillor of Hrothgar who was killed and carried off by

Grendel’s mother.
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“The Beowulf is a priceless heritage from the earliest age ‘of
English poetry. Forgotten for centuries and rediscovered; it hag
at last, by the devotion of many scholars, come into its own, ting
folding before us its ancient excellence. Across the centuries frony
the England of Bede, it proclaims the idcal of gentleness nnited
to strength, and valor ennobled by virtue. 1t speaks to the mod:!
ern world in moving accents, of honor, of courage, and of fajth
It is a tale of a vanishing age retold in the dawn of a new day,
The pagan gods were fading into the darkness; new. light w
upon the world. The flash and thunder of Thor were not whlly
forgotten; but the bolt was spent, and the echoes dying. The old
legends of violence and blood formed shadowy background for
tale of Christian courage and virtue. Twice in a heroic liférime
mortal valor was pitted in crucial conflict with the raveningforces
of evil, Twice a hero turned back the invading dark. In his youth
he conquered and lived; in age, he conguered and died. To'lb
or to die was as fate might ordain, To conquer was all.”

from the Introduction

This unique poetic rendering, available for the first time in'a
paperback edition, brings the experience of this earliest extint
English poem closer to the modern reader. It uses the: four}
alliterative measure without attempting to reproduce the-cot
ventional Old English halfline. Consonance and assonance ha
also been freely used to retain the stylistic feeling of the origin
while keeping the language readable and contemporary.

The Iate Charles W. Kennedy, Murys
ature, Emeritus, at Prip
authority on early English literature, and one of Amieri 4
most translators of Old English poetry. He is also the transla
of Farly English Christian Poetry (GB 94) and of 4n. dnthol

Professor of English Li

Poelry, a critical sarvey of the poetry written hefore the No
Conquest. T

A GALAXY BOOK

Cover design by David Lavfer

Cover illustration: from a drawing by
Beowulf the Warrior by Tan Servraillier (Oxford

GB 550 / $2.95
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THE OLDEST ENGLIS EPIC

Translated into Alliterative Verse with a Critical Introduction
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(Spellings in parentheses indicate approximate pronunciations)

ALFHERE (Alf” herra), a kinsman of Wiglaf,

ESCHERE (Ash’herra), 2 Dane; Hrothgar's beloved coun-
cillor and companion-in-arms; killed and carricd off by Grendel’s
mother,

BEANSTAN (Bay’an stan), a Bronding, father of Breca.

BEOWULF {Bay’o wolf), not the hero of the poem; 2 Danish
king mentioned in lines 18 and 53 a5 an ancestor of Hrothgar.

BEOWULF (Bay’o wolf), the hero of the poem; prince, and
Iater king, of the Geats; son of Ecgtheow; on his mother’s side
grandson of Hrethel and nephew of Hygelac; slayer of the
monsters and the dragon.

BRECA (Brekka), a prince of the Brondings; mentioned by
Unferth as having defeated Beowulf in a youthful swimming
match,

BRONDINGS, a tribe ruled by Breca.

BROSINGS, owners of a precious necklace which was pos-
sibly the same as the Brising necklace of the Elder Edda; the neck-
lace presented to Beowulf after his defeat of Grendel is compared
to the Brosings” necklace.

CAIN, the Biblical slayer of his brother Abel. In two passages
in the poem (104~14; 1260-66) Grendel and his mother are rep-
resented as belonging to the brood of monsters which, according
to medieval legend, were descended from Cain.

DAGHRERN (Dag'raven), 3 warrior of the Hugas; killed
in battle by Beowulf at the time of Hygelac’s expedition against
the Franks.

DANES, also referred to in the poem as North-, South-, East-,
and West-Danes, and as Bright-Danes, Spear-Danes, Ring-
Danes; known also as Ingwines (friends of Ing) and Scyldings
(descendants of Seyld). At the time of the action of the poem the

ruler of the Danes was Hrothgar.
EADGILS (Ay’ad gils), 2 Swedish prince; son of Ohthere;





