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driven by storms around the coasts of Britain, arriving at length
on the north coast of Ireland. Here they found the nation of the
Irish, from whom they asked permission to settle; but their
request was refused.. Ireland is che largest island after Britain,
and lies to the west of it, It is shorter than Britain to the north,
but extends far beyond it to the south towards the nerthern
coasts of Spain, although a wide sea separates them. These
Pictish seafarers, as | have said, asked for a grant of land so that
they too could make a settlement. The Irish replied that there
was not room for them both, but said: “We can give you good
advice. We know that there is another island not far to the cast,
which we often sce in the distance on clear days, If you choose
to go there, you can make it fit to Hve in; should you meet
resistance, we will come to your help.” So the Picts crossed into
Britain, and began to settle in the north of the island, since the
Britons were in possession of the south. Having no women
with them, these Picts asked wives of the Irish, who consented
on condition that, when any dispute arose, they should choose
a2 king from the female royal line rather than the male. This
custom continues among the Picts to this day. As time went on,
Britain received a third nation, that of the Irish; they migrated
from Ireland under their chieftain Reuda and by a combination
of force and treaty, obtained from the Picts the settlements that
they still hold, From the name of this chieftain, they are still
known as Dalreudians, for in their tongue dal means a division.
Ireland is far more favoured than Britain by latitude, and by
its mild and healthy climate. Snow rarcly lies longer than three
days, so that there is no need to store hay in sumumer for winter
use ot to build stables for beasts. There are no reptiles, and no
snake can exist there; for although often brought over from
Britain, as saon as the ship nears land, they breathe the scent of
its air, and die. In fact, almost everything in this isle confers
immunity to poison, and I have seen that folk suffering from
snake-bite have drunk water in which scrapings from the leaves
of books from Ireland have been steeped, and that this remedy
checked the spreading poison and reduced the swelling.* The
istand abounds in milk and honey, and there is no lack of vines,
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fish, and birds, while red deer and roe are widely hunted. It is
the original home of the trish, who, as already mcntioned', lat.er
migrated and added a third nation to the Britons and Picts in
Britain. )
There is a very extensive arm of the sea,' which origmally
formed the boundary between the Britons and the Picts. This
runs inland from the west for a great distance, where there
stands to this day the strongly fortified British city of Alcluith.?
It was to the northern shores of this firth that the Irish came and

established their new homeland.

CHAPTER 20 On Gaius Julius Caesar, the first Roman to reach
Britain

RITAIN remained unknown and unvisited by the Romans
B until the time of Gaius Julius Caesar, who became Consul
with Lucius Bibulus 693 years after the founding of Rome, and
sixty years before the birth of our Lord.* During a campaign
against the Germans and Ganls, whose common boundary W;%S
the Rhine, he entered the province of the Morini, from which is
the nearest and quickest crossing into Britain. Here he assen.lblAed
about cighty transports and galleys, and crossed into BnAtam,
where his forces suffered in a fierce battle. Next, encountering a
violent gale, he lost most of his fleet and many troops, inciuding
almost all his cavalry. So he returned to Gaul, dispersed his
legions to winter quarters, and gave orders for the construction
of 600 vessels of both types. With these he made 2 sccc?nd
attempt on Britain in the spring; but while he was advancing
against the enemy with large forces, the flect lying at anchor
was struck by a storm, and the ships were either dashed against
cach other, or driven on the sands and destroyed. Forty ships
were wrecked, and the remainder were only repaired with great
difficulty. At the first encounter, Caesar’s cavalry suffered a
defeat at the hands of the Britons, and the tribune Labienus was

i Firth of Clyde. 2 Dumbarton.
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cuarrer 121 The Britons, harassed by the Irish and Picts, seek help
from the Romans, who come and build a second wall across the
island. Notwithstanding, these enemies again break in and reduce
the Britons fo worse straits

ENCEFORWARD, the part of Britain inhabited by the

Britons which had been hurriedly stripped of all troops
and military equipment and robbed of the flower of its young
men, who had been led away by ambitious despots and were
never to return, lay wholly exposed to attack, since its people
were untrained in the science of war. Consequently for many
years this region suffered attacks from two savage extrancous
races, Irish from the north west, and Picts from the north. 1
term these races extrancous, not because they came from outside
Britain, but because their lands were sundered from that of
Britons: for two sea estuaries lay between, one of which runs
broad and deep into the country from the sea to the east and the
other from the west, although they do not actually meet. In the
middle of the eastern estuary stands the city of Giudi,' while on
the right bank of the western stands the city of Alciuith,? which
in their language means ‘the rock of Cluith’, as it stands near a
river of that name.*

When these tribes invaded them, the Britons sent messengers
to Rome with moving appeals for help, promising perpetual
subimission if only the Romans would drive out their enemices.
An armed Legion was quickly dispatched to the island, where it
engaged the enemy, inflicted heavy losses on them, and drove
the survivors out of the territory of Rome's allies. Having thus
freed the Britons for a time from dire oppression, the Romans
advised them to construct a protective wall across the island
from sea to sea in order to keep their foes at bay. The victorious
Legion then returned home. The islanders built this wall as they
had been instructed, but having no engineers capable of so great
an undertaking, they buile it of turf and not of stone, so that it
was of small value. However, they built it for many miles

! The istand of Inchkeith. 2 Dumbarton.

The building of the Roman wall [tz

between the two above-mentioned estuaries or inlets, hoping
that where the sea provided no protection, they might use the
rampart to preserve their borders from hostile attack. Clear
traces of this wide and lofty earthwork can be seen to this day.
It begins about two miles west of the monastery of
Aecbbercurnig' at a place which the Picts call Peanfahel and the
English Penneltun,” and runs westward to the vicinity of the
city of Alcluith. But as soon as the old enemies of the Britons
saw that the Roman forces had left, they made a seaborne
invasion, breaking in and destroying wholesale, slaughtering
right and left as men cut ripe corn. The Britons therefore sent
more envoys to Rome with pitiful appeals for help, without
which their unhappy land would be utterly ravaged and the
name of a once illustrious Roman province be brought into
disgrace and obliterated by barbarous tribes, who year by year
were carrying off their plunder unchecked. Once more a Legion
was dispatched, which arrived unexpectedly in autumn and
inflicted heavy casualties on the invaders, forcing all who
survived to escape by sea.

The Romans, however, now informed the Britons that they
could no longer undertake such troublesome expeditions for
their defence, and urged them to take up arms for their own
part and cultivate the will to fight, pointing out that it was
solely their Jack of spirit which gave their enemies an advantage
over them. In addition, in order to assist these allies whom they
were forced to abandon, they built a strong wall of stone
divectly from sea to sea in a straight line between the rowns that
had been built as strong-points, where Severus had built his
carthwork. This famous and still conspicuous wall was built
from public and private resources, with the Britons lending
assistance. It is cight feet in breadth, and twelve in height; and,
as can be clearly seen to this day, ran straight from east to west.
When the wall was completed, the Romans gave firm advice to
the dispirited: Britons, together with instructions on the manu-
facture of weapons. In addition, they built towers at intervals

* Abercorn. * Old Kilpatrick.
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overlooking the south coast whese their ships lay, because there
was a danger of barbarian raids even from this quarter. Then
they bade farewell to their allies, with no intention of ever
returning.

On the departure of the Romans, the Picts and lrish, learning
that they did not mean to return, were quick o return them-
selves, and becoming bolder than ever, occupied all the northern
and outer part of the island up to the wall, as if it belonged to
them. Here a dispirited British garrison stationed on the fortifi-
cations pined in terror night and day, while from beyond the
wall the enemy constantly harassed them with hooked weapouns,
dragging the cowardly defenders down from the wall and
dashing them to the ground. At length the Britous abandoned
their cities and wall and fled in disorder, pursued by their foes.
The slaughter was more ghastly than ever before, and the
wretched citizens were torn in pieces by their enemies, as lambs
are torn by wild beasts. They were driven from their home-
steads and farms, and sought to save themselves from starvation
by robbery and violence against one another, their own internal
anarchy adding to the miscries caused by others, until there was
no food left in the whole land except whatever could be obtained
by hunting.

CHAPTER 131 During the reign of Theodosius the Younger, Pallad-
ius is sent to the Christians among the Irish. The Britons make an
unsuccessful appeal to the Consul Aétius {A.D. 446]

IN the year of our Lord 423, Theodosius the Younger, next
after Honorius and forty-fifth in succession from Augustus,
ruled the Empire for twenty-six years. In the eighth year of his
reign, the Roman Pontiff Celestine sent Palladius* to the Irish
who believed in Christ to be their first bishop. In the twenty-
third year of his reign, Aétius, an illustrious patrician, became
Consul for the third time together with Symmachus. To him
the wretched remnant of the Britons sent a letter, which
commences: “To Aétius, thrice Consul, come the groans of the
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Britons’, and in the course of the letter they describe their
calamities: ‘The barbarians drive us into the sea, and the sea
drives us back to the barbarians. Between these, two deadly
alternatives confront us, drowning or slaughter.” But even this
plea could not obtain help; for at the time Aétius was already
engaged in two setious wars with Blaedla and Attila, the kings
of the Huns. And although Blaedla had been assassinated the
previous year through the treachery of his brother Attila, the
latter remained so dangerous an enemy to the State that he
devastated nearly all Furope, invading and destroying cities and
strongholds alike. During this period there was a famine at
Constantinople, followed closely by a plague, and much of the
walls of that city and fifty-seven towers fell into ruin. Many
other cities fell into disrepair, and the polluting stench of rotting
corpses spread discasc among men and beasts alike.

CHAPTER 14: The Britons, made desperate by famine, drive the
Barbarians out of their land. There soon follows an abundance of
corn, luxury, plague, and doom on the nation

EANWHILE the famine which left a lasting memory of its

horrors to posterity distressed the Britons more and
more. Many were compelled to surrender to the invaders;
others, trusting in God’s help where no human hand could save
them, continued their resistance. Making frequent sallies from
the mountains, caves, and forests, they began at length to inflict
severe losses on the enemy who had plundered their country for
so many years. Thereupon the Irish pirates departed to their
homes unabashed, intending to return after a short interval,
while the Picts remained inactive in the northern parts of the
island, save for occasional raids and forays to plunder the
Britons.

When the depredations of its enemies had ceased, the land
enjoyed an abundance of corn without precedent in former
years; but with plenty came an increase in huxury, followed by
every kind of crime, especially cruelty, hatred of truth, and love
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CHAPTER 22: The Britons enjoy a respite from foreign invasions,
but exhaust themselves in civil wars and plunge into worse crimes
fc. 440590}

ME&NWHILE Britain enjoyed a rest from foreign, though
not from civil, wars. Amid the wreckage of deserted
cities destroyed by the enemy, the citizens who had survived
the enemy now attacked each other. So fong as the memory of
past disaster remained fresh, kings and priests, commoners and
nobles kept their proper rank. But when those who remernbered
died, there grew up a generation that knew nothing of these
things and had experienced only the present peaceful order.
Then were all restraints of truth and justice so utterly abandoned
that no trace of them remained, and very few of the people even
recalled their existence. Among the other unspeakable crimes,
recorded with sorrow by their own historian Gildas, they added
this ~ that they never preached the Faith to the Saxons or Angles
who dwelt with them in Britain. But God in his goodness did
not utterly abandon the people whom he had chosen; for he
remembered them, and sent this nation more worthy preachers
of truth to bring them to the Faith.*

CHAPTER 23: The holy Pope Gregory sends Augustine and other
monks to preach to the English nation, and encourages them in a
lester to persevere in their mission [a.0. 506}

N the year of our Lord $82, Maurice, fifty-fourth in succession

from Augustus, became Emperor, and ruled for twenty-one
years. In the tenth year of his reign, Gregory, an eminent
scholar and administrator, was elected Pontiff of the apostolic
Roman see, and ruled it for thirteen years, six months, and ten
days. In the fourteenth year of this Emperor, and about the one
hundred and fifticth year after the coming of the English to
Britain, Gregory was inspired by God to send his servant
Avgustine with several other God-fearing monks to preach the
word of God to the English nation.* Having undertaken this
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task in obedience to the Pope’s command and progressed a short
distance on their journey, they became afraid, and began to
consider returning home. For they were appalled at the idea of
going to a barbarous, fierce, and pagan nation, of whose very
language they were ignorant. They unanimously agreed that
this was the safest course, and sent back Augustine — who was
to be consecrated bishop in the event of their being received by
the English ~ 50 that he might humbly request the holy Gregory
to recall them from so dangerous, arduous, and uncertain a
journey. In reply, the Pope wrote them a letter of encourage-
ment, urging them to proceed on their mission to preach God's
word, and to trust themselves to his aid. This letter ran as
follows:

‘Gregory, servant of the servants of God, to the servants of
our Lord. My very dear sons, it is better never to undertake any
high enterprise than to abandon it when once begun, So with
the help of God you must carry out this holy task which you
have begun. Do not be deterred by the troubles of the journey
or by what men say. Be constant and zealous in carrying out
this enterprise which, under God's guidance, you have under-
taken: and be assured that the greater the labour, the greater will
be the glory of your cternal reward. When Augustine your
leader returns, whom we have appointed your abbot,* obey
him humbly in all things, remembering that whatever he directs
you to do will always be to the good of your souls. May
Almighty God protect you with His grace, and grant me to see
the result of your labours in our heavenly home. And although
my office prevents me from working at your side, vet because I
long to do so, I hope to share in your joyful reward. God keep
you safe, my dearest sons.

‘Dated the twenty-third of July, in the fourteenth year of the
reign of the most pious Emperor Maurice Tiberius Augustus,
and the thirteenth year after his Consulship: the fourteenth
indiction."*
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his time ‘the ‘most: powerful king thete was Ethelbert, who
reigned in Kent and whose domains extended northwards to the
fiver Humber, which forms the boundary between the north and
 south Angles. To the cast of Kent lies the large island of Thanet,
which by English reckoning is six hundred hides* in extent; it 18
separated from the mainland by a waterway about three furlongs
broad called the Wantsum, which joins the sea at cither end and is
 fordable only in two places. It was here that God’s servant
Augustine landed with companions, who ate said to have been
forty in number. At the direction of blessed Pope Gregory, they
had brought interpreters from among the Franks, and they sent
thesé to Ethelbert, saying that they came from Rome bearing very
glad news, which certainty assured all who would receive it of
eternal joy in heaven and an everlasting kingdom with the living
andtrue God. On receiving this message, the king ordered them
‘toremain in the island where they had landed, and gave directions
that they were to be provided with all necessaries until he should
decide what action to take. For he had already heard of the
Christian religion, having a Christian wife of the Frankish royal
house named Bertha, whom he had received from her parents on
condition that she should have freedom to hold and practise her
fith unhindered with Bishop Liudhard, whom they had sent as

herhelper in the faith.
* After some days, the king came to the island and, sitting down

in'the open air, summoned Augustine and his companions to an
widichce. But he took precautions that they should not approach
him in 2 house; for he held an ancient superstition ‘that, if they
were practisers-of magical arts, they might have opportunity to
deceive and master him. But the monks were endowed with
power from God, not from the Devil, and approached the king
éatrying a silver cross as their standard and the likeness of our
iord and Saviour painted on a board, First of all they offered
 prayer to God, singing a litany for the ¢ternal salvation both of
themsélves and of those to whom and for whose sake they had
come. And when, at the king’s command, they had satdown and
preached the word of life to the king and his court, the king said:
‘our words and promises are fair indeed; but they are new and

CHAPTER 24: Pope Gregory ibtites commending them to the Bishop
of Arles

HE venerable Pontiff also wrote to Etherius, Archbishop of
Atles, asking him to offer a kindly welcome to Augustine
on his journey to Britain, This letter reads:

“To his most reverend and holy brother and fellow-bishop
Etherius: Gregory, servant of the servants of God.

‘Religious men should require no commendation to priests
who exhibit the Jove that is pleasing to God; but since a suitable
opportunity to write bas arisen, We have written this letter to
you; our brother, to certify that its- bearer, God’s servant
Augustine, with his companions, of whose zeal we are assured,
has been directed by us to proceed to save souls with the help of
God. We therefore request Your Holiness to assist them with
pastoral care, and-to make speedy provision for their needs:
And in order that you may assist them the more readily, we
have particularly directed Augustine to give you full infor-
mation about his mission; being sure that” when you ar¢
acquainted with this, you will supply all their needs for the love
of God. We also commend to your love the priest Candidus,
our common son in Christ, whom we have transferred to 2
small patrimony in our church. God keep you safely, most
reverend brother.

“Dated the twenty-third day of July, in the fourteerith year of
the reign of the most pious Emperor Maurice Tiberius Augus=
tus, and the thirteenth year after his Consulship: the fourteenth

indiction.”

CHAPTER 25: Augustine reaches Britain, and_ first preaches in. the
Isle of Thanet before King Ethelbert, who granis.permission. to

preach in Kent [a.D. 597}

BASSURED by. the encouragement of the blessed . father
Gregory, Augustine and his fellow-servants of Christ

resamed their work in the word of God, and arrived in Britain. At
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uncertain, and I cannot accept them and abandon the age-old
beliefs that 1 have held together with the whole English nation.
But since you have travelled far, and I can see you are sincere in
your desire to impart to us what you believe to be true and
excellent, we will not harm you., We will receive you hospitably
and take care to supply you with all that you need; nor will we
forbid you to preach and win any people you can to your religion.”
The king then granted them a dwelling in the city of Canterbury,
which was the chief city of all his realm, and in accordance with
his promise he allowed them provisions and did not withdraw
their freedom to preach.* Tradition says that as they approached
the city, bearing the holy cross and the likeness of our great King
and Lord Jesus Christ as was their custom, they sang in unison
this litany: “We pray Thee, O Lord, in all Thy mercy, that Thy
wrath and anger may be turned away from this ¢ity and from Thy
holy house, for we are sinners. Alleluia.’

CHAPTER 26: The life and doctring of the primitive Church are
followed in Kent: Augustine establishes his episcopal see in the
king’s city

s soon as they had occupied the house given to them they

began to emulate the life of the apostles and the primitive
Church. They were constantly at prayer; they fasted and kept
vigils; they preached the word of Hfe 1o whomsoever they
could. They regarded wordly things as of little importance, and
accepted only the necessities of life from those they taughe.
They practised what they preached, and were willing to endure
any hardship, and even to die for the truth which they pro-
claimed. Before Jong a number of heathen, admiring the sim-
plicity of their holy lives and the comfort of their heavenly
message, belteved and were baptized. On the east side of the
city stood an old church, built in honour of Saint Martin during
the Roman occupation of Britain, where the Christian queen of
whom I have spoken went to pray. Here they first assembled to
sing the psalms, to pray, to say Mass, o preach, and to baptize,

76

R AT TP

Baptism of King Ethelbert [L27

until the king's own conversion to the Faith gave them greater
freedom to preach and to build and restore churches everywhere.

At length the king himself, among others, edified by the pure
lives of these holy men and their gladdening promises, the truth
of which they confirmed by many miracles, believed and was
baptized. Thenceforward, great numbers gathered each day} to
hear the word of God, forsaking their heathen rites and entering
the unity of Christ’s holy Church as believers, While the king
was pleased at their faith and conversion, it is said that he would
not compel anyone to accept Christianity; for he had Ic‘amed
from his instructors and guides to salvation that the service of
Christ must be accepted freely and not under compulsion.
Nevertheless, he showed greater favour to believers, because
they were fellow-citizens of the kingdom of heaven. And it was
not long before he granted his teachers in his capital of Canter-
bury a place of residence appropriate to their station, and gave
them possessions of various kinds to supply their wants.

CHAPTER 27: Augustine is consecrated bishop: he sends to inform
Pope Gregory what has been achieved, and receives replies to his
guiestions

sanwHILE God's servant Augustine visited Arles and, in
Maccordance with the holy father Gregory’s directions, was
consecrated archbishop of the English nation by Etherius,
archbishop of that city. On his return to Britain, he sent the
priest Laurence and the monk Peter to Rome to inform the
blessed Pope Gregory that the English had accepted the Faith of
Christ, and that he himself had been consecrated bishop. At the
same time, he sought advice on certain current problems. The
Pope answered his enquiries without delay, and 1 have thought
it proper to record these replies in my history. ¥
I The first question of Augustine, Bishop of the Church of
Canterbury: What is to he the relation between the bishop and
his clergy? And how are the offerings made by the faithful at
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the altar to be apportioned? And what are the fimctions of 4
bishop in his church?

Gregory, Pope of the City of Rome, replies: Holy Scripture,
with which you are certainly well acquainted, offers us guidance
in this matter, and in particular the letters of blessed Paul to
Timathy, in which he carefully instructs him on a bishop’s
duties in the house of God. But it is the custom of the Apostolic
See to instruct all newly consecrated bishops that all money
received is to be allocated under four heads: one for the bishop
and his houschold, for hospinality and other commitments;
another for the clergy; a third for the poer; and a fourth for the
upkeep of churches. In your case, my brother, having been
trained under monastic rule, you should not live apart from
your clergy in the church of the English, which by God’s help
has lately been brought to the Faith. You are thercfore to follow
the way of life practised by our forefathers of the primitive
Church, among whom nonc said that anything which he
possessed was his own, but they had all things common. If there
are any clerics who have not received Sacred Orders and who
cannot accept a life of continence, ot them marry and receive
their stipends outside the common fund; for it is written of the
fathers whom we have mentioned, that *distribution was made
unto every man according as he had need’. So give consideration
to the provision of their stipends, and sce that they observe the
Church’s discipline and live orderly, attend to the singing of the
Psalter, and by God’s help preserve themselves in thought,
word, and deed from everything unlawful. But to those who
live as 2 Community there should be no need for us to mention
allocating portions, exercising hospitality, and showing mercy.
Everything that can be spared is to be devoted to holy and
religious purposes, as the Lord and Master of all bids; ‘Give alms
of such things as ye have; and behold, all things are clean unto you.’

Il Augustine’s second question: Since we hold the same
Faith, why do customs vary in different Churches? Why, for
instance, does the method of saying Mass differ in the holy
Roman Church and in the Churches of Gaul?

Pope Gregory’s reply: My brother, you are familiar with the

Pope Gregory’s letter to S. Augustine [L27

usage of the Roman Church, in which you were brought up.
But if you have found customs, whether in the Church of Rome
or of Gaul or any other that may be more acceptable to God, 1
wish you to make a careful selection of them, and teach the
Church of the English, which is still young in the Faith,
whatever you have been able to learn with profit from the
various Chuiches. For things should not be loved for the sake
of places, but places for the sake of good things. Therefore
select from each of the Churches whatever things are devout,
religious, and right; and when you have bound them, as it were,
into a sheaf,* let the minds of the English grow accustomed
tot.

. Augustine’s third question: What punishment should be
awarded to those who rob churches?

Pope Gregory’s reply: The punishment must depend on the
circumstances of the offender. For some commit theft although
they have means of subsistence, and others out of poverty.
Some, therefore, should be punished by fines, others by beating;
some severely, and others more lIeniently. But when the punish-
ment has to be severe, let it be administered in charity, not in
anger; for the purpose of such correction is to save the wicked
from hell-fire. We must maintain discipline among the faithful
as good fathers among their children, whom they beat for
wrongdoing, and yet choose for their heirs, while they preserve
their possessions for the benefit of those whom they appear to
treat harshly. So charity must always be our motive and indicate
the means of correction, so that we may do nothing unreason-
able. You may add that thieves are to restore whatever they
have taken from churches, but God forbid that the Church
should recover with interest any worldly goods she may lose,
or seek any gain from these erpty things.*

1V. Augustine’s fourth guestion: Is it permissible for two
brothers to marry two sisters, provided that there be no blood
ties between the families?

Pope Gregory’s reply: This is quite permissible. There is
nothing in holy Scripture that scems to forbid it.

V. Augustine’s fifth question: To what degree may the
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faithful marry with their kindred? And is it lawful for a man to
marry his step-mother or sister-in-law?

Pope Gregory’s reply: an earthly law of the Roman state
permits first-cousins to marry. But experience shows that such
unions do not result in children, and sacred law forbids a man
to ‘wncover the nakedness of his kindred.’ Necessity therefore
forbids a closer marriage than that between the third or fourth
generation, while the second generation, as we have said, should
wholly abstain from marriage. But to wed one’s step-mother is
a grave sin, for the Law says: ' Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness
of thy father.” Now the son cannot uncover the nakedness of his
father; but since it says, ‘They shall be one flesh’, whosoever
presumnes to wed his step-mother, who was one fesh with his
father, thereby commits this offence. It is also forbidden to
marry a sister-in-law, since by a former union she had become
onie with his own brother; it was for denouncing this sin that
John the Baptist was beheaded and met his holy martyrdont.
For John was not ordered to deny Christ, but was in fact put to
death as a confessor of Christ. For since our Lord Jesus Christ
said: ‘I am the Truth’, John shed his blood for Christ in that he
gave his life for the truth.

But since there are many among the English who, while they
were still heathen, are said to have contracted these unlawful
marriages, when they accept the Faith they are to be instructed
that this is a grave offence and that they must abstain from it.
Warn them of the terrible judgement of God lest for their bodily
desires they.incur the pains of eternal punishment. Nevertheless,
they are not on that account to be deprived of the Communion
of the Body and Blood of Christ, lest they appear to be punished
for sins committed unknowingly before they received the
purification of Baptism. For in these days the Church corrects
some things strictly, and allows others out of leniency; others
again she deliberately glosses over and tolerates and by so doing
often succeeds in checking an evil of which she disapproves.

But all who come to the Faith are to be warned against doing
these things, and should any subsequently be guilty of them,
they arc to be forbidden to reccive the Communion of the Body
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and Blood of our Lord. For while these offences may to some
extent be condoned in those who acted in ignorance, they must
be severely punished in those who presume to sin knowingly.

V1. Augustine’s sixth question: If a long journey is involved,
so that bishops cannot easily assemble, is it permissible for a
bishop to be consecrated without other bishops being present?

Pope Gregory’s reply: In the church of the English where as
yet you are the only bishop, you cannot do otherwise than
consecrate a bishop without other bishops being present. For
when do bishops from Gaul pay a visit, so that they can be
present as witnesses to the consecration? It is our wish, brother,
that you should so establish bishops that they are not unnecess-
arily far apart: so that at a bishop’s consecration other pastors,
whose presence is certainly desirable, may be readily sum-
moned. Therefore, when in God’s good time bishops are
appointed in various places at no great distance from one
another, no consecration is to take place except in the presence
of three or four bishops. For in spiritual matters we may often
with advantage follow the customs of the world, so that we
may arrange things carcfully and wisely. When a wedding is
celebrated, married folk are invited, so that those who have
already travelled some way down the path of marriage may
share the joy of the new couple. So, at this spiritual consecra~
tion, when a man is joined to God in the sacred ministry, why
should not those be invited who will take pleasure in the
elevation of the new bishop, or offer their prayers to God for
his protection?

VI Augustine’s seventh question: What are to be our rela~
tions with the bishops of Gaul and Britain?

Pope Gregory’s reply: We give you no authority over the
bishops of Gaul, for since the time of my early predecessors the
Bishop of Arles has reccived the pallium, and his authority is to
be in no way impaired. If, therefore, you have occasion to cross
over into the province of Gaul, you are to consult with the
Bishop of Arles how to correct any faults among the bishops;
aqd should he be remiss in administering discipline, inspire him
with your own zeal. We have already written to him, requesting
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him to offer you every assistance whenever you visit Gaul and
to ensure that his bishops observe no customs contrary to the
laws of God our Maker. Although we give you no authority
over the bishops of Gaul, you should nevertheless advise,
encourage and show them 2 good example. Recali the minds of
any wrong-doers to the pursuit of holiness, for it is written in
the Law: ‘When thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbour,
then thou mayest pluck the ears with thine kand; but thow shalt not
move a sickle into thy neighbour’s standing corn.” Similarly, you may
not use the sickle of authority in the field entrusted to another
man, but use your good influence to separate the Lord’s wheat
from the chaff of their sins, and by your teaching and persuasion
assimilate them into the body of the Church, But no official
action is to be taken without the authority of the Bishop of
Arles, so that the long-established institutions of our fathers
may not fall into disuse. All the bishops of Britain, however,
we commit to your charge. Use your authority to instruct the
unlearned, to strengthen the weak, and correct the misguided.

VHL Augustine’s eighth question: May an expectant mother
be baptized? How soon after childbirth may she enter church?
And how soon after birth may a child be baptized if in danger
of death? How soon after child-birth may a husband have
relations with his wife? And may a woman properly enter
church at the time of menstruation? And may she receive
Communion at these times? And may a man enter church after
relations with his wife before he has washed? Or receive the
sacred mystery of Communion? These uncouth English people
require guidance on all these matters.

Pope Gregory’s reply: I have no doubt, my brother, that
questions such as these have arisen, and I think I have already
answered you; but doubtless you desire my support for your
staternents and rulings. Why should not an expectant mother be
baptized? - the fruitfulness of the flesh is no offence in the sight
of Almighty God. For when our first parents sinned in the
Garden, they justly forfeited God’s gift of immortality. But
although God deprived man of immortality for his sin, he did
not destroy the human race on that account, but of his merciful
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goodness left man his ability to continue the racc. On what
grounds, then, can Almighty God’s free gift to man be e,xc}uded
from the grace of Holy Baptism? For it would be foolish to
sappose that his gift of grace is contrary to the sacred mystery
by which all guilt is washed away.

As to the interval that must elapse after childbirth before a
woman may enter church, you are familiar with the Old
Testament tule: that is, for a male child thirty-three days and
for a female, sixty-six. But this is to be understood as an
allegory, for were a woman to enter church and return thanks
in the very hour of her delivery, she would do nothing wrong.
The fault lies in the bodily pleasure, not in the pain; the pleasure
is in the bodily union, the pain is in the birth, so that Eve, the
mother of us all, was told: ‘In sorrow thow shalt bring forth
children.” I, then, we forbid a woman who is delivered of a child
to enter church, we make this pemalty into a sin. There is no
obstacle to the Baptism either of a woman who has been
delivered, or of a newborn babe, cven if it is administered to her
in the very hour of her delivery, or to the child at the hour of
its birth, provided that there be danger of death. For as the grace
of this sacred mystery is to be offered with great deliberation to
the living and conscious, so is it to be administered without
delay to the dying; for if we wait to offer them this mystery of
redemption, it may be too late to find the one to be redeemed.

A man should not approach his wife until her child is weaned.
But a bad custom has arisen in the behaviour of married people
that women disdain to suckle their own children, and hand
them over to other women to nurse. This custom scems to have
arisen solely through incontinency; for when women are unwill-
ing to be continent, they refuse to suckle their children. So those
who observe this bad custom of giving their children to others
to nurse must not approach their husbands untl the timg of
their purification has clapsed. For even apart from childbirth,
wormen are forbidden to do so during their monthly courses,
and the Old Law prescribed death for any man who approached
2 woman during this time. But a woman should not be
forbidden to enter church during these times; for the workings
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of nature cannot be considered culpable, and it is not just that
she should be refused admittance, since her condition is beyond
her control. We know that the woman who suffered an issuc of
blood, humbly approaching behind our Lord, touched the hem
of his robe and was at once healed of her sickness. If, therefore,
this woman was right to touch our Lord’s robe, why may not
one who suffers nature’s courses be permitted to enter the
church of God? And if it is objected that the woman in the
Gospels was compelled by discase while these latter are bound
by custom, then remember, my brother, that everything that
we suffer in this mortal body through the infirmity of its nature
is justly ordained by God since the Fall of man. For hunger,
thirst, heat, cold, and weariness originate in this infirmity of
our nature; and our search for food against hunger, drink against
thirst, coolness against heat, clothing against cold, and rest
against weariness is only our attempt to obtain some remedy in
our weakness. In this sénse the menstrual flow in a2 woman is an
illness. So, if it was a laudable presumption in the woman who,
in her disease, touched our Lord’s robe, why may not the same
concession be granted to all women who endure the weakness
of their nature?

A woman, therefore, should not be forbidden to receive the
mystery of Communion at these times. If any out of a deep
sense of reverence do not presume to do so, this is commenda-
ble; but if they do so, they do nothing blameworthy. Sincere
people often acknowledge their fanlts even when there is no
actual fault, because a blameless action may often spring from a
fault. For instance, eating when we are hungry is no fault, but
being hungry originates in Adam’s sin; similarly, the monthly
courses of women are no fault, because nature causes them, But
the defilement of our naturc is apparent even when we have no
deliberate intention to do evil, and this defilement springs from
sin; so may we recognize the judgement that our sin has brought
on us. And so may man, who sinned willingly, bear the
punishment of his sin unwillingly. Therefore, when women
after due consideration do not presume to approach the Sacra-
ment of the Body and Blood of the Lord during their courses,

Pope Gregory’s letter to S. Augustine fl.27

they are to be commended. But if they are moved by devout
love of this holy mystery to receive it as pious custom suggests,
they are not to be discouraged. For while the Old Testament
makes outward observances important, the New Testament
does not regard these things so highly as the inward disposition,
which is the sole true critetion for allotting punishment. For
instance, the Law forbids the cating of many things as unclean,
but in the Gospel our Lord says: ‘Not that which goeth into the
mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this
defileth a man.’ He also said: ‘Out of the mouth proceed evil thoughts.”
Here Almighty God clearly shows us that evil actions spring
from the root of evil thoughts. Similarly, Saint Paul says: ‘Unto
the ‘pure all things are pure; but unto them that are defiled and
unbelieving is nothing pure.” And later, he indicates the cause of
this corruption, adding: ‘For even their mind and conscience is
defiled.” If, thercfore, no food is unclean to one of a pure mind,
how can a woman who endures the laws of nature with a pure
mind be considered impure?

It is not fitting that a man who has approached his wife
should enter church before he has washed, nor is he to enter at
once, though washed. The ancient Law prescribed that a man in
such cases should wash, and forbade him to enter a holy place
before sunset. But this may be understood spiritually; for when
2 man’s mind is attracted to those pleasures by lawless desire,
he should not regard himself as fitted to join in Christian
worship until these heated desires cool in the mind, and he has
ceased to labour under wrongful passions, And although various
nations have differing views on this matter and observe different
customs, it was always the ancient Roman usage for such a man
to seek purification and out of reverence to refrain awhile from
entering a holy place. In making this observation, we do not
condemn marriage itself, but since lawful intercourse must be
accompanied by bodily desire, it is fitting to refrain from
entering a holy place, since this desire itself is not blameless. For
David, who said: ‘Behold, T was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did
my mother conceive me’, was not himself born of any illicit union,
but in lawful wedlock. But knowing himself to have been
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conceived in iniquity, he grieved that he had been born in sin,
like a tree bearing in its branches the sap of evil drawn up from
its root. In saying this, he does not term the bodily union of
married people iniquity, but the desire of such union. For there
are maany things that are lawful and legitimate, and yet in the
doing of them we are to some cxtent contaminated. For
example, we often correct faults under stress of anger and
thereby disturb our peace of mind; and though we are right to
do so, it is not good that we should lose our peace of mind in
the process. He who said: ‘Mine eye is troubled because of anger”!
had been roused by the crimes of evil men, and becausc only a
quiet mind can rest in the light of contemplation, he regretted
that his eye was troubled by anger, so that he was disquicted
and prevented from contemplating heavenly things so long as
he was distracted by indignation at the wicked doings of men.
So while anger against evil is commendable, it is harmful to a
man because in being disturbed by it he is conscious of some
guilt. Lawful intercourse should be for the procreation of
offspring, and not for mere pleasure; to obtain children, and not
to satisfy lust. But if any man is not moved by a desire for
pleasure, but only by a desirc for children, he is to be left to his
own judgement either as to entering church, or to receiving the
Communion of the Body and Blood of our Lord; for we have
no right to debar one who does not yield to the fires of
temptation. But when lust sakes the place of desire for children,
the mere act of union becomes something that the pair have
cause to regret; and although the holy teachings give them
permission, yet this carries 2 warning with it. For when the
Apostle Paul said: ‘If they cannot contain, let them marry’, he at
once added, ‘I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.”
This concession makes it lawful, yet not good; so when he
spoke of permission, he indicated that it was not blameless.
It should be carcfully considered that, when God was about
10 speak to the people on Mount Sinai, he first ordered them to

! In the Authorized Version this passage (Psakin 6. 7) reads: ‘Mine cye is
consumed because of grief.’
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abstgin from women. And if such a degree of bodily purity was
required in those who were to hear the word of God when he
spoke to men through a subject creature, how much the more
should women preserve themselves in purity of body when
about to receive the Body of Almighty God himself, lest they
be overwhelmed by the very greatness of this inestimable
mystery? For this reason the priest instructed David that, if his
men were clean in this respect, they might be givc;n the
shewbrcad, which would have been entirely forbidden had not
D.av.xd first certified that they had kept themselves from women
Sxmllarly the man who has cleansed himself with water aftc;
Ete]rcotxrse with- his wife is allowed to approach the mystery of
Wiot gtgz:)?l:gizxnon, since he may enter church in accordance
) IX. Augustine’s ninth question: May 2 man receive commun-
ion after a sexual illusion in a dream; or, if a priest, may he
celebrate the holy mysteries? ' ™
Pope Gregory's reply: The Testament of the Old Law, as I
have already mentioned, speaks of such a man as unclear; and
d05§ not permit him to enter church until evening and after
purification. But this is to be understood spiritually in another
.sense;vfo:. a man may be under a delusion and tempted to
impurity in a dream, because, having yiclded to temptation, he
i defiled by real mental imaginings. Then he musvt clc;;nse
himself with water, thus washing away his sinful thoughts with
tears, And, unless the fire of temptation dies earlier, he should
regarq himself as unclean until evening. But we shou’ld carefully
examine the origin of such illusions in the mind of a sleeper; for
sometimes they arise from over-eating, sometimes from cx’ccss
or lack of bodily vigour, and sometimes from impure thought;
thn sgch illusion occurs through excess or lack of bodii\,;
vigour, it need not be feared, because it is to be deplored rather
as.sorqcthitxg the mind has unwittingly suffered than as some-
thing it has done. But when a greedy appetite runs riot and
overloads the repositories of the bodily fluids, the mind is to
blame, ‘although not to the extent thar a man must be forbidden
to receive the holy mystery, or to say mass when a feast-day

87





image15.tiff
f.27] Pope Gregory’s letter to 8. Asgustine

requires it, or when necessity demands that he administer the
sacrament in the absence of another priest. But if there are
others who can perform this ministry, then this illusion caused
by greed need not debar 2 man from receiving the holy mystery
unjess the mind of the slecper has been excited by impure
thought; but 1 think that humility should move him to refrain
from offering the holy mysteries under these circumstances. For
there are some who are not mentally disturbed by impure
thoughts, although subject to these illusions. In these things
there is just one thing that shows that the mind is not innocent
even in its own judgement: although it remembers nothing that
occurs during sleep, yet it does remember its greedy appetites.
But if the sleeper’s illusion springs from indecent thoughts when
awake, his guilt stands clear in his mind and he recognizes the
source of his sin, becausc he has unconsciously experienced
what has been in his conscious thoughts. But the question arises
whether an evil thought merely suggests itself to a man, or
whether he proceeds to take pleasure in it, or, worse still, to
assent to it. For all sin is consummated in three ways, that is, by
suggestion, pleasure, and consent. Suggestion comes through
the devil, pleasure through the flesh, and comsent through the
will. The Serpent suggests the first sin, and Eve, as flesh, took
physical pleasure in it, while Adam, as spirit, consented; and
great discernment is needed if the mind, in judging itself, is to
distinguish between suggestion and pleasure, and between
pleasure and consent. For when the Evil Spirit suggests a sin,
no sin is committed unless the flesh takes pleasure in it; but
when the flesh begins to take pleasure, then sin is born; and if
deliberate consent is given, sin is complete. The seed of sin,
therefore, is in suggestion, its growth in pleasure, and its
completion in consent. It often happens, however, that what
the Evil Spirit sows in the mind and the flesh anticipates with
pleasure, the soul rejects. And although the body cannot experi-
ence pleasure without the mind, yet the mind, in contending
against the desires of the body, is to some extent unwillingly
chained to them, having to oppose them for conscience sake,
and strongly regretting its bondage to bodily desires. It was for
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this reason that Paul, that great soldier in God’s army, confessed
with sorrow: ‘I see another law in my members warring against the

law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin,

which is in my members.” Now if he was a captive, he fought but
little; yet he did fight. So he was both captive and also fighting
with the law of the mind, to which the law of the body is
opposed. And if he fought thus, he was no captive. So one may
say that a man is both captive and frec; free through the law of
right which he loves, and captive through the law of bodily
pleasure, of which he is an unwilling victim.

" cHAPTER 28: Pope Gregory writes to the Bishop of Arles, asking

him to help Augustine in his work for God [a.p. 601]

vc were the blessed Pope Gregory's replies to the ques-
S tions of the most reverend Bishop Augustine. The Pope also
wrote a letter to the Bishop of Arles, which was delivered to
Vergilius, successor to Etherius. This ran as follows:

“Fo our most reverend and holy brother Vergilius, our
fellow-bishop: Gregory, servant of the servants of God.

‘It is well established that brethren who visit us on their own
initiative should be warmly welcomed, since most visitors are
invited out of affection. Therefore, if Bishop Augustine, who is
brother to us both, happens to visit you, I beg you to receive
him with proper affection and kindness, so that he may be
encouraged by your goodwill and that others may learn how
brotherly love is to be cultivated. And since it often happens
that an independent observer sees what needs correction sooner
than the man on the spot, I ask that, should he bring to your
notice any wrong-doing among clergy or others, you make
careful enquiry into these matters with his help. In this way you
will show yourself strict and alert against all abuses that offend
God and incur His displeasure, so that the guilty may be
corrected, the innocent vindicated, and others mend their ways.
God keep you safe, most reverend brother.

‘Dated the twenty-second day of June, in the nineteenth year
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release is near;* indeed my soul longs to see Christ my king in
all his beauty. ™ This and many other admirable words he spoke
in joy for our great profit until he came to his last day at vesper-
time.

Then the boy of whom [ spoke, Wilbur by name, said again:
‘Beloved master, there is still one sentence left, not yet written
down.” He answered: ‘Write it then.” After a short time the boy
said: ‘Now itis written.” And he replied: "Good. It is finished. *
You have spoken the truth.* Take my head in your hands, * for
it pleases mc very much to sit opposite my holy place where I
used to pray, so that as I sit there I may call upon my Father.’
And thus, on the floor of his cell singing: *Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit’ and the rest, he breathed
out his spirit from his body. And it should be believed without
doubt that, because he had always worked hard in the praise of
God, bis soul was carried by angels 1o the joy of Heaven which
hie desired. All who heard or saw the death of our blessed father
Bede said that they had never seen anyone elsc end his days with
such great devotion and peace. For as you have heard, as long
as his soul remained in his body he sang: ‘Glory be to the Father'
and other words to the glory of God and with hands out-
stretched did not cease to give thanks to God.

I would like you to know also that much more could be
spoken or written about him, but now my ignorant tonguc cuts
short my words. Nevertheless T intend with God’s help to write
more fully later what I myself bave seen and heard about him.*

Here ends the letter of Cuthbert on the death of the venerable
Bede, the priest.
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NOTES

BEDE'S BCCLESIASTICAL HISTORY

p. 41 Ceolwulf became king of Northumbria in 729. In 731 he was forcibly
tonsured and abdicated. In the same year however he returned as king.
He became 2 monk at Lindisfarne in 737; he died in 764.

p. 42 Albinus was abbot of the monastery of $S. Peter and Paul {later called St
Augustine’s) Canterbury, 709~32. Bedc says (v.20) that he knew Greek
well, and was virtually bilingual in Latin and English.

p. 42 Nothelm visited Rome during Gregory II's pontificate (715~31); Gregory
was formerly librarian of the Roman church, Nothelm became Arch-
bishop of Canterbury in 735; he died in 739.

P. 43 For this translation sez R. Ray, ‘Bede’s vera lex historiac’, Speculum v
(1980), 1-21. Bede regarded it as the historian’s duty o report ‘common
belief at least of a level generally acceptable to an educared community.
This included reports of miracle stories, but also wider folk traditions
such as elements in . 2.

44 In these early chapters Bede quotes extensively from Orosius, Pliny,
Solinus and Gildas. He skilfully assembles these elements into a lively
and readable narrative. The reference to 28 cities is from Gildas, that to
jet from Solinus. For Bede's weaknesses in his account of later Roman
Britain, see D, N. Dumville, ‘Sub-Roman Britain: History and Legend’
in History Ixii (1977), 173-92.

v. 45 Basil, Hexameron, Latin translation, PL, iii, 908

. 45 Bede’s word Scotti is translated Irish’ throughout. Irish settlers had come
to Argyll and the western Islands: this colony came to be known, like its
founding kingdom in north-east Ircland, as Dalriada.

Five languages it Britain and five books of God’s Law (the Pentateuch)
so there will be five books of the Ecdesiastical History.

p. 46 H. Mayr-Harting, The Coming of Christianity, p. so, plausibly suggests
that this is a witty parody by Bede of pseudo-scientific contemporary
writing. Bede certainly had a sense of humour and sometimes wrote
with tonguc in cheek.

. 47 The true dates are years of Rome 699 and 700, i.e. 55 and 54 B.C.
Orosius is the main source for this chapter and the next.
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. 48 This should be the year of Rome 796 or AL 43,

2. 49 This story is borrowed from the Liber Pomiificalis, but it seally refers to
Lucius, King of Edessa and to one of his castles calied Britium. But this
legend had a very long life; see ODCC, s.v.

7. 50 In reality Hadrian buils the Roman Wall from ¢. 122, but it was rebuilt
by Severus in 205-08. It hias a stone wall and deep ditch on its northern
side; forts, castles and turrets at intervals, as well as an earthwork. The
whole was 80 Roman miles long, extending from Wallsend to the
Solway Firth. Bede's account is 3 bookish one; it owes more o Vegetius
and Orosius than to his own observation.

». 50 This sixth chapter is largely borrewed from Orosius, Historia adversum
paganos, vii, 23. Diocletian reigned 284-305; the persecution lasted
303-05. It was probably the mast painful ever experienced by the
Christian Church in the Roman Empire, although it varied in severity in
different arcas. Bede teads up to the martyrdom of §t Alban, which for
him was a welcome fink between the Church of the patristic age and the
Anglo-Saxons, some of whom benefited from Alban’s miracles, Veru-
famium and its Chiltern area may well have been conquered by Anglo-
Saxons only in ¢, 570, Some recent scholars date Alban’s martyrdom
however to one or other of the earlier persecutions: see ODS, s.v.

#. 51 Venantius Fortunatus, Carmina viii, it (MGH Asa. Ant. IV, 1, 183).
Bede's account of Alban comes from the third version of his Passion.
The existence of the martyrdom church is inferred from Gildas, but
seems likely enough.

. 55 Arianism was the most fundamental heresy in Christian history: it denied
the divinity and eternity of the Son of God and therefore of Christ. Arius
was condemned at the council of Nices (325), which also formulated the
Micene Creed. Mevertheless it revived later and seversl barbarian peoples
asccepted it. Like other Christian Fathers Bede thought of all heresics,
wherever they occurred, as threats to orthodoxy. Asianism in Britain

may not have been so widespread as Bede seemed to think, but different
_ varieties of paganism cextainly fourished.

v. 56 Pelagius, usually described as 2 Briton, taught maisly in Rome and
Africa, though some trace of his reaching survived in Ireland. He
exaggerated the unaided power of the human will to do good, minimiz-
ing the need for divine grace and the effects of Original Sin. The Church
in Britain was labelled ‘Pelagian’ by foreign churchmen, but Gildas said
nothing about it. Bede however wrote the preface to his Song of Songs
commentary against the Pelagian Julian of Eclanum. The verse at the end
of this chapter was quoted several times by Bede: it is autributed 10
Prosper of Aquitaine (P.L. B, 149-52).

. 58 Bede’s next four chapters are inevitably based mainly on Gildas: the
substance of the account has some validity, but much detail is disputed;

see Drumville as in note o p. 44-
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B 60 ﬁedt.‘foﬁowing Prosper of Aquitaine, sces Palladius rather than the
mare important and British Patrick as main apostle of Ireland. For recent
'Pat‘ncmn controversy see ODCC and ODS, s5.v.

». 62 This famous chapter begins with an approximate date: elsewhere Bede
dates thF tribes” arrival 10 445/7. The Roman troops had left in 407 and
the native rulers were unable to sustain permanent control. Bede’s
account is selective but substantially accurate, the last paragraph, dra-
matically rhetorical, is from Gildas and cannot have been of uni’versat
application.

Th.c key to understanding the passage on Angles, Saxons and Jutes is
that it .amzmpts to explain the political realities of 731, Archacologists
have discovered overwhelming evidence from cremation urns and their
patterns that in many parts of England, Angles and Saxons sertled side
by side Tathcr than in different parts of the country. The Jutes have been
,”}‘)Ch disputed, but they had admitted archaeological links with Kent.
The area of Angulus was indeed deserted as Bede says; a rise in watcr;
level could well have contributed to the departure of its people. Angles
and Saxons formed the bulk of the settlers, but Frisians and Frat;ks from
th? vRuhr such as Boructuari and Rugini were also among them {(v. 9)
Frisians are mentioned as merchants in London (see iv, 22), but thc); dié
not ff)rm independent political umits. Hengist and Ho;sa are semyi-
xnytbfca\ characters, probably conflated in some details from diﬂ;cxcm
rraditions by Bede's Canterbury source.

. 64 The battle of Badon Hill (Mons Badonicus) was an important defeat for
the Anglo-Saxons, some of whom returned to the Continent, but it did
not in the long run hinder their steady advance. Its date wa; o 495 its

place has been variously conjectured as Bath, Badb i i
or somewhere in Dorset. - Hadbury HEl . Swindon)

# 63 Gcnr:anus died . 440 and his Life by Constantius {c. 475), the basis of
Bede’s ¢h. 1724, though Gaulish in viewpoint, testifies to scr;oxt%
contact between the churches of Gaul and Britain. Germanus’ imcrvcn;
tion, important for Britain, was less so for the general history of the
hc»rzsy. Although British Pelagians seem 1o have had status and wealth,
it is improbable that they were a serious threat in Gaul and Brirain. Seé
59;1) Thompson, St Germanus of Auxerre and the end of Roman Britain
{ .

. 68 Germanus' visit to Alban’s shrine is important evidence for the continuit
of the cult as well as o the use of relics in the fifth century. Both mi
exchange of refics and the use of earth soaked in the martyr’s blood are
well known elsewhere.

7. 69 Bede was less interested in the military and political aspects of this battle
{whose glace and exact date are unknown) than in its illustration éfhow
4 man of God could also be an effective man of action,

#. 72 1o this chapter Bede falls back on Gildas as a source, but emphasizes the
refusal of the British (Welsh) to preach the Gospel to the Ang]mSa‘x’ons,
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embryo* organization -of ‘the Church in England, the papal letters of
¢congratulation for Ethelbert and gentle reproof for Bertha (this one
apparently unknown to Bede) all point to Ethelbert’s recent conversion
to Christianity. The waiting period -of about four years should not
surprise anyone who realizes how important it was for the King to
obtain his aristocracy’s support before abandofiing traditional pagan
belief. The grant of the pallium to Augustine indicates stability in the
present and confidence in the future. A band of white wool worn by
popes and archbishops over their sacerdotal vestments, it was eventually
a sign of jurisdiction and of communion with the papacy. Gregory
intended Augustine to have metropolitan authority over all bishops in
the southern province; including the Welsh. Gregory used old records to
choose London ‘as Augustine’s see; he seemed unaware of the political
reality of his day in England. Canterbury, not London, was Ethelbert’s
principal town: his power as overlord king extended very much further
than the small area of his direct rule in Kent. Gregory’s plan of
metropolitan rank for York was permanently realized only from 735
and it has endured to this day.

.92 This letter, which should follow and not precede that to Ethelbert @,
31}, contains directives important in'missionary history. The principle of
gradual conversion and of the implicit toleration of neutral and barmless
pagan customs enabled Christianity to co-exist with, and eventually
absorb; native art<forms and outlooks.  Mention of the temples by
Gregory indicates familiarity with these Roman buildings, but it is by no
means certain that Anglo-Saxon paganism had buildings of this kind,
Shrines were made of wood, in the open air (see it. 13).

. 96 This chapter formsa natural sequel to i.26; itis likely that Bede inserted
i. 27~32 at a late stage. The Canterbury church dedications resemble
those of Rome. Christ Church was' the equivalent of the old Roman
cathedral of St Saviour (fater called St John Lateran); the single monastery
just outside the walls was dedicated to the two patrons of the Roman
inonastéries. This last was intended to be a mausoleum for kings who

Moreover the Roman Empire had no furthér part to play inBede's story.
During this chronological gap of about’ 150 years the Anglo-Saxons
consolidated their settlements and kingdoms. The contrast between the
energetic preachers from Ircland and Romie and the nop-cooperative
Weish is fundamental for the whole book.

¥. 72 Although eatlier chapters provide the general context, this ofie niarks the
‘real subject’ (Plummer) of Bede's work. Its Kentish inspiration is certain.
Some or all of the letters-of Gregory used by Bede were inserted at a late
stage; but it should be noted that Bede did notusc or did not have access
to all of Gregory's letters which relate to England. These still provide a
usefal check on, and supplement 1o Bede: their ‘author died over a
century before Bede wrote.

». 73 Gregory here clarifies Augustine’s authority 4s of an abbot over his
monks. Bede did not know of Gregory’s letter to Eulogius referring to
the consecration of Augustine as bishop in Germania before he reached
England. Instead (i. 27) he deduced wrongly that Augestine returned to
Arles for consecration.

p. 73 Indictions were cycles of fifieen years used by Romtan and papal
administrations in reckoning dates. Bede says elsewhere of this system:
‘If you wish to find the indiction, take the year of Our Lord, add threc
and divide by fifteen; the remainder gives you the indiction for the
current year.” (L.S.P.)

p. 7¢ The Anglo-Saxon hide was the amount of laind necessary to support &
family. It had no uniform measurement because the quality of lfand
differed so much. Maitland estimated it at 150 acres.

#. 76 Chapters 25, 26 and 33 represent the Kentish account of the mission as
current about 100 years after Augustine’s death.

#. 77 ‘The authenticity of these replies has been much controverted, but current
opinion gencrally favours authenticity except for V {on marriage con-
cessions). They reveal some of the problems of the Church-ar Canter=
bury, as well as Augustine’s inexperience and Gregory's wisdom.

Detailed commentary would be out of place here, but overall the first
four are the most important. For further study see P. Meyvaert, ‘Bede’s
Text of the Libellus Responsionum’ in P. Clemoes and K. Hughes, England
before the Conguest (Cambridge 1g71). Teis important to realize that these
questions and answers: circulated in manuscripts ‘well before Bede was
writing, but they provided welcome (if disproportionate) extra material.

v. 79 WH pp. 217-18: reading ‘like herbs in a pot’ as an alternative.
p. 79 Note here the contradiction between Gregory’s pastoral guidance and

the Laws of Ethelbert which decree a ten-fold compensation for stealing
church propesty, a strong deterrent against violence towards a valnerable

yet royally protecied group.
r. 90 The year 601 was decisive in the progress and consolidation of the

Augustinian mission. The increase of equipment and personnel, the
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would be protected from evil spirits by the prayers of the monks and the
adjacent shrines of archbishops.

The awkward position of this chapter partly depends on the date of the
battle it describes: it also introduces the reader to the founder of
Northumbrian political power.

For Bede Gregory was contemplative monk, teacher and pastor, as well
as ‘apostle of the English’, a title accorded him also by the Whitby Life
of Gregory and by Aldhelm. His pastoral ideals were variously realized
by Augustine, Theodore, Aidan and Cuthbert. After including Gregory's
epitaph Bede recounts the famous and not necessarily fictitious story of
the English slaves in the Roman market: its place, out of chronological
sequence, rteveals- a different  source, probably both oral and
Northumbrian.
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PREFACE
4

To the Most Glorious King Ceolwulf*
Bede the Priest and Servant
of Christ

S omE while ago, at Your Majesty’s request, I gladly sent you
the history of the English Church and People which I had
recently completed, in order that you might read it and give it
your approval. I now send it once again to be transcribed, so
that Your Majesty may consider it at greater leisure. I warmly
welcome the diligent zeal and sincerity with which you study
the words of Holy Scripture and your eager desire to know
something of the doings and sayings of men of the past, and of
famous men of your own nation. in particular. For if history
records good things of good men, the thoughtful hearer is
encouraged to imitate what is good: or if it records evil of
wicked men, the devout, religious listener or reader is encour-
aged to avoid all that is sinful and perverse and to follow what
he knows to be good and pleasing to God. Your Majesty is well
aware of this; and since you feel so deeply responsible for the
general good of those over whom divine Providence has set
you, you wish that this history may be made better known both
to yourself and to your people.

But in order to avoid any doubts in the mind of yourself, or
of any who may listen to or read this history, as to the accuracy
of what | have written, allow me briefly to state the authorities
upon whom I chiefly depend.

My principal authority and adviser in this work has been the
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most reverend Abbot Albinus,* an eminent scholar educated in
the church of Canterbury by Archbishop Theodore and Abbot
Hadrian, both of them respected and learned men. He carefully
transmitted to me verbally or in writing through Nothelm,* a
priest of the church of London, anything he considered worthy
of mention that had been done by disciples of the blessed Pope
Gregory in the province of Kent or the surrounding regions,
Such facts he ascertained either from records or from the
recollection of older men. Nothelm himself later visited Rome,
and obtained permission from the present Pope Gregory (1) to
examine the archives of the holy Roman Church. He found
there letters of Pope Gregory (I) and other Popes, and when he
returned, the reverend father Albinus advised him to bring them
to me for inclusion in this history. So from the period at which
this volume begins until the time when the English nation
received the Faith of Christ, 1 have drawn extensi cly on the
works of carlier writers gathered from various sources. But
from that time until the present, 1 owe much of my information
about what was done in the Church of Canterbury by the
disciples of Pope Gregory and their successors, and under what
kings events occurred, to the industey of the said Abbot Albinus
made known to me through Nothelm. They also provided some
of my information about the bishops from whomt the provinces
of the East and West Saxons, the East Angles and the Northumi-
brians received the grace of the Gospel and the kings who were
then reigning. Indeed, it was mainly owing to the persuasion of
Albinus that T was encouraged to begin this work. Also the
most reverend Bishop Danicl of the West Saxons, who is sl
alive, sent to me in writing certain facts about the history of the
Church in his province, in the adjoining province of the South
Saxons, and in the Isle of Wight. | have leamnt by careful enquiry
from the brethren of Lastingham monastery how by the minis
tration of the holy priests Cedd and Chad, their founders, the
faith of Christ came to the province of the Mercians, which had
never known it, and returned to that of the Ease Saxons, which
had let it die out, and how these holy fathers lived and died. In
addition, I have traced the progress of the Church in the
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province of the East Angles, partly from writings or old
traditions and writings, and partly from the account given by
the most reverend Abbot Esi. The growth of the Christian Faith
and succession of bishops in the province of Lindsey I have
learned cither from the letters of the most reverend Bishop
Cynibert, or by word of mouth from other reliable persons,
With regard to events in the various districts of the province of
the Northumbrians, from the time that it received the Faith of
Christ up to the present day, T am not dependent on any one
author, but on countless faithful witnesses who either know or
remember the facts, apart from what I know myself. In this
connexion, it should be noted that whatever | have written
concerning our most holy father and Bishop Cuthbert, whether
in this book or in my separate account of his life and doings, T
have in part taken and accurately copied from a Life already
compiled by the brethren of the Church of Lindisfarne; and I
have carefully added to this whatever I could learn from the
reliable accounts of those who knew him. Should the reader
discover any inaccuracies in what 1 have written, 1 humbly beg
that he will not impute them to me, because, as a true law of
history requires, * | have laboured honestly to transmit whatever
I could ascertain from common report for the instruction of
posterity.

I earnestly request all who may hear or read this history of
our nation to ask God’s mercy on my many failings of mind
and body. And in return for the diligent toil that I have
bestowed on the recordings of memorable events in the various
provinces and places of greater note, I beg that their inhabitants
may grant me the favour of frequent mention in their devout
prayers.
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BOOK ONE
+

CHAPTER 1: The situation of Britain and Ireland: their earliest
inhabitanis*

BR!TAIN, formerly known as Albion, is an ishand in the
ocean, lying towards the north west at a considerable
distance from the coasts of Germany, Gaul, and Spain, which
together form the greater part of Europe. It extends 800 miles
northwards, and is 200 in breadeh, except where a number of
promontories stretch further, so that the total coastline extends
0 3600 miles. To the south lies Belgic Gaul, to whose coast the
shortest crossing 15 from the city known as Rutubi Portus,
which the English have corrupted to Reptacaestir.! The distance
from there across the sea to Gessoriacum,? the nearest coast of
the Morini, is fifty miles, or, as some have written, 450
furlongs. On the opposite side of Britain, which lies open to the
boundless ocean, lie the isles of the Orcades.® Britain is rich in
grain and timber; it has good pasturage for cattle and draughe
animals, and vines are cultivated in various localities. There are
many land and sea birds of various species, and it is well known
for its plenciful springs and rivers abounding in fish. Salmon
and cels are especially plentiful, while scals, dolphins, and
sometimes whales are caught. There are also many varicties of
shell-fish, such as musscls, in which are often found excellent
pearls of several colours, red, purple, violet, and green, but
mainly white. Whelks are abundant, and a beautiful scarlet dyc
is extracted from them which remains unfaded by sunshine or

' Richborough ? Roulogne. * The Orkneys
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rain; indeed, the older the cloth, the more beautiful its colour.
The country has both salt springs and hot springs, and the
waters flowing from them provide hot baths, in which the
people bathe separately according to age and sex. As Saint Basil
says: ‘Water receives heat when it flows across certain metals,
and becomes hot, and even scalding.™ The land has rich veins
of many metals, including copper, iron, Jead, and silver. There
Jis also much jer of fine quality, a black jewel which can be set
on fire and, when burned, drives away snakes and, like amber,
when it is warmed by friction, it holds fast whatever is applied
to it. In old times, the country had twenty-eight noble cities,
besides innumerable strongholds, which also were guarded by
walls, towers, and barred gates.

Since Britain les far north toward the pole, the nights are
short in sammer, and at midnight it is hard to rell whether the
evening twilight still lingers or whether dawn is approaching,
since the sun at night passes not far below the earth in its
Jjourney round the north back to the east. Consequently the days
are long in sumumer, as are the nights in winter when the sun
withdraws into African regions, as long in fact as cighteen
hours, whereas the summer nights and winter days are very
short, and last only six hours. In Armenia, Macedconia, and
Iraly, and other countries of that latitude, the longest day or
night lasts only fifteen hours and the shortest nine.

At the present time there are in Britain, in harmony with the
five books of the divine law, five languages and four nations —
English, British, Irish,* and Picts. Each of these have their own
language; but all are united in their study of God’s truth by the
fifth - Latin — which has become a common medium through
the study of the scriptures. At first the only inhabitants of the
island were the Britons, from whom it takes its name, and who,
according to tradition, crossed into Britain from Armorica,' and
occupied the southern parts. When they had spread northwards
and possessed the greater part of the island, it is said that some
Picts from Scythia® put to sea in a few longships, and were

! Brittany. 2 Here probably Scandinavia.
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