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L33l Church and monastery at Canterbury

correspondence with you may become more frequent. So my
pleasure in addressing you will keep pace with the joy in wy
heart at the glad news of the complete conversion of your
people.

‘1 have sent some small presents, which will not appear small
to you, since you will receive them with the blessing of the
blessed Apostle Peter. May Almighty God continue to perfect
you in His grace, prolong your life for many years, and after
this life receive you among the citizens of your heavenly hoe.
May the grace of heaven preserve Your Majesty in safety.

‘Dated the twenty-sccond day of June, in the nineteenth ycar
of our most pious lord and Emperor Maurice Tiberius Augus-
ms, and the cighteenth after bis Consulship: the fourth
ndiction.’

CHAPTER 33: Augustine repairs the Church of Our Saviour and
huilds a monastery of Saint Peter the Apostle. A note on Peter, its
forst Abbot {a.p. 6oz}

HAVING been granted his episcopal see in the royal capital,
as already recorded, Augustine proceeded with the king's
help to repair a church which he was informed had been buiit
long ago by Roman Christians. This he hallowed in the name
of our Saviour, God, and Lord Jesus Christ,* and established
there 2 dwelling for himself and his successors. He also built a
monastery a short distance to the east of the city, where at his
suggestion King Ethelbert erected from the foundations a
church dedicated to the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, enrich-
ing it with many gifts. It was here that the bodies of Augustine
and all the Archbishops of Canterbury and of the Kings of Kent
were to rest. This church was not consecrated by Augustine
himself, however, but by Laurence his successor.

The first abbot of this monastery was the priest Peter, who
was sent on a mission to Gaul and was drowned at sea in a bay
catled Amfleat,! where the local inhabitants buried him without

!t Ambletense.
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bonour. But, as evidence of his holy life, Almighty God caused
a heavenly light to appear over his grave every night, until the
local people saw it and, realizing that a holy man lay buried
there. made enquiries as to whose the body might be. Then
they tock up the body and interred it in a church in the city of
Boulogne with the honours dae to so great a man.

CHAPTER 34: Ethelfrid, King of the Northumbrians, defeats the Trish
and drives them out of England {a.0. 603]

souT this time, Ethelfrid, a very powerful and arnbitious
king, rtuled the kingdom of the Northambrians. * He
ravaged the Britons more cruelly than all other English leaders,
so that e might well be compared to Saul the King of Isracl,
except of course that he was ignorant of true religion. He
overran a greater area than any other king or caldorman,
exterminating or enslaving the inhabitants, making their lands
cither tributary to the English or ready for English settlement.
One might fairly apply to him the words of the patriarch Jacob’s
blessing of his son: ‘Benjamin shall ravin as a wolf; in the morning
he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil ”
Alarmed at his advance, Aidan, king of those Irish who lived
in Britain, came against him with a large and strong army, but
was defeated and fled with very few, having lost almost his
entire army at a famous place known as Degsastan, that is,
Deg Stone. In this battle, Ethelfrid’s brother Theodbald and
all his following were kifled. Ethelfrid won this fight in the year
of our Lord 603, the eleventh of this veign, which lasted twenty-
four years. It was also the first year of the reign of Phocas, who
then occupicd the throne of the Roman Empire. From that day
unti) the present, no king of the Irish in Britain has dared to do
batele with the English.
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we bnagined that the Irish must be berter. We have now,
however, learned through Bishop Dagan on his visic to this
island, and through Abbot Columbanus in Gaul, that the frish
ave no different from the Britons in their practices. For when
Bishop Dagan visited us, he refused not only to eat with us but
even to take his meal in the same house as ourselves.”

Laurence and his fellow-bishops also wrote 2 dignified leteer
to the British bishops, in which he tied to brieg them into
Catholic unity; but the present state of affairs shows how little
he succeeded,

At this time Mellitus, Bishop of London, visited Rome to
acquaint the Pope with the affairs of the Church of the English,
This most reverend Pope had summoned a council of the
bishops of Ialy to draw up regulations for monastic life and
discipline, and Mellitas sat with them at this council, which
eventh of Febraary 610 the eighth
year of the Emperor Phocas, The presence of Mellitus enabled
him to subscribe to all the regular decisions of the council and
confirm them with his authority, and to convey them to the
Churches of the English for their acceptance and promulgation
on his return to Britain. He also brought back letters from the
Pope both to God’s beloved Archbishop Laurence and all his
clergy, and to King Erhelbert and his people. This Pope was
Boniface [IV], third bishop of Rome after Gregory, who
persuaded the Emperor Phocas to give the Christian Church the
Roman temple anciently known as the Pantheon, as though it
were emblematic of all the gods. After solemn purification,
Boniface consecrated it as the Church of the Holy Mother of
God and ali Christian Martyrs; and once its company of devils
had been cast our, it becarne a memorial to the company of
Saints.

took place on the twen

CHAPTER 5: At the deaths of Ethelbert and Sabert their successors
revive idolatry: on this account, both Mellitus and Justus leave
Britain (4.0, 616]

N the year of our Lord 616 ~ the rwenty-first year after

Augustine and his companions were dispatched to preach to
the English nation ~ King Ethelbert of the Kentish folk died
after a glorious carthly reign of fifty-six years, and entered the
eternal joys of the kingdom of beaven. He was the third English
king to hold sway over all the provinces south of the river
Humber, but he was the first to enter the kingdom of heaven.
The first king to hold such overlordship was Aelle, King of the
South Saxons; the second was Caelin, King of the West Saxons,
known in the specch of his people as Ceaulin; the third, as |
have mentioned, was Ethelbert, King of the Kentish folk; the
fourth was Redwald, King of the East Angles, who in the
lifetime of Ethelbert acted as the military leader of his own
people. The fifth was Edwin, King of the Northumbrians, that
is, the people living north of the Humber, who was a powerful
king, and ruled all the peoples of Britain, both Angles and
Britons, with the exception of the Kentish folk. He also brought
under English rule the British Mevanian Isles," which lie
between Ircland and Britain, The sixth was Oswald, also King
of the Northumbrians but a most Christian one, who main-
tained the same frontiers; the seventh was his brother Oswy,
who for a while ruled the same territory, and to a large extent
conquered and made tributary the Picts and Irish in the northern
parts of Britain. But I shall speak of these kings later. *

King Ethelbert died on the twenty-fourth of February,
twenty-one years after embracing the Faith, and was buried in
Saint Martin's chapel in the Church of the blessed Apostles
Peter and Paul, where Bertha his queen also rests. Among the
many benefits that his wisdom conferred on the nation, he
introduced with the consent of his counsellors a code of law
inspired by the example of the Romans, which was written in

! Man and Anglesey.
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English, and remains in force to this day. The first of his laws is
designed to protect those whose persons and doctrines he had
embraced, and prescribes what satisfaction must be made by

any person who steals property from the Church, the bishop,
or other clergy.

Ethelbert was son of irminric, son of Qecta, and after his
grandfather Oeric, surnamed Oisc, the kings of the Kentish folk
are commonly known as Oiscings. The father of Qeric was
Hengist, who first came to Britain with his son Oeric at the
invitation of Vortigern, as I have already related.

The death of Ethelbert and the accession of his son Eadbald
proved t be a scvere setback to the growth of the young
Church; for not only did he refuse to accept the Faith of Christ,
but he was also guilty of such fornication as the Apostle Paul
mentions as being unheard of even among the heathen, in that
he took his father’s {second) wife as his own. His immorality
was an incentive to those who, either out of fear or favour to
the king his father, had submitted to the discipline of faith and
chastity, to revert to their former uncleanness. However, this
faithless king did not escape the scourge of God’s punishment;
for he was subject to frequent fits of insanity and possessed by
an evil spirit.

The death of the Christian King Sabert of the East Saxons
aggravated the upheaval; for, when he departed for the heavenly
kingdom he left three sons, all pagans, to inherit his carthly
kingdom. These were guick to profess idolatry, which they had
pretended to abandon during the lifetime of thelr father, and
encouraged their people to return to the old gods. It is told that
when they saw Bishop Mellitus offering solemn Mass in church,
they said with barbarous presumption: “Why do you not offer
us the white bread which you used to give to our father Saba
(for so they wsed to call him), while you continue to give it to
the people in church?’ The Bishop answered, “If you will be
washed in the waters of salvation as your father was, you may
share in the consecrated bread, as he did; but so long as you
reject the water of life, you are quite unfit to receive the Bread
of Life.” They retorted: ‘We refuse to enter that font and sce no

112
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need for it; but we want to be strengthened with this brcad:’
The Bishop then carefully and repeatedly explained th.at this
was forbidden, and that no one was admitted to receive the
most holy Communion without the most hol‘y c‘leansmg ?f
Baptism. At last they grew very angry, and said: “If you will
not oblige us by granting such an easy request, you shall 0o
longer remain in our kingdom.” And they drove him into exile,
and ordered all his followers to leave their borders. o

After his expulsion, Mellitus came to Kent to consult wnh' his
fellow-bishops Laurence and Justus on the best course of action;
and they decided that it would be better for all of them to return
to their own country and serve God in frecdon?, rather tharf to
remain impotently among heathen who h.ad rejected the faxth.
Mellitus and Justus left first and scrtled in Gaul to await the
outcome of events. But the kings who had driven out the h‘crald
of truth did not long remain unpunished for thci‘r worship of
demons; for they and their army fell in battle against the West
Saxons. Nevertheless, the fate of the instigators did not cause
their people to abandon their evil practi.ces, or to return to the
simple faith and love to be found in Christ alone.

CHAPTER 6: Lautence is reproved by Saint Peter, and converts King
FEadbald to Christ, Mellitus and Justus are recalled [A.D. 616]

~ the very night before Laurence too was 0 follow

Mellitus and Justus from Britain, he ordered his bed to be
placed in the Church of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, of
which we have spoken several times. Here after long and fervent
prayers for the sadly afflicted Church }1§ Jay down and fell
aslecp. At dead of night, blessed Peter, Prince of the Ap(?stlcs,
appeared to him, and sct about him for a long time with a heavy
scourge, demanding with apostolic sternness why he was aban-
doning the flock entrusted to his care, and to which of the
shepherds he would commit Christ’s sheep left among the
wolves when he fed. ‘Have you forgotten my example?” asked
Peter, ‘For the sake of the little ones whom Christ entrusted to
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me as proof of His love, 1 suffered chains, blows, imprisonment,
and pain. Finally, T endured death, the death of crucifixion, at
the hands of unbelievers and enemies of Christ, so that at last T
might be crowned with Him.” Deeply moved by the words and
scourging of blessed Peter, Christ’s servant Laurence sought
audience with the king early next morning, and removing his
garment, showed him the marks of the lash. The king was
astounded, and enquired who had dared to scourge so eminent
a man; and when he learned that it was for his own salvation
that the archbishop had suffered so severely at the hands of
Christ's own Apostle, he was greatly alarmed. He renounced
Lis idolatry, gave up his unlawful wife, accepted the Christian
Faith, and was baptized, henceforward promoting the welfare
of the Church with every means at his disposal. ¥

The king also sent to Gaul and recalled Mellitus and Justus,
giving them frec permission to return and set their churches in
order: so, the year after they left, they returned. Justus came
back to his own city of Rochester; but the people of London
preferred their own idolatrous priests, and refused to accept
Mellitus as biskop. And since the king’s authority in the realm
was not so effective as that of his father, he was powerless to
restore the bishop to his see against the refusal and resistance of
the pagans. After his conversion, however, he and his people
were zealous to observe the teachings of our Lord, and in the
wonastery of the most blessed prince of the Apostles he built a
church to the Holy Mother of God, which was consecrated by
Archbishop Mellitus,

cuartr 7; The prayers of Bishop Mellitus put out a fire in his city
[a.p. 619]

N the second day of February in the same king'’s reign, the
blessed Archbishop Laurence passed to the kingdom of
heaven, and was buried in the monastery church of the holy
Apostle Peter next to his predecessor. Mellitus, Bishop of
London, became the third Archbishop of Canterbury in the
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succession of Augustine, while Justus, who was still living,
ruled the Church of Rochester. While these bishops were
guiding the Church of the English with great care and energy,
they received letters of encouragement from Boniface, Bishop
of the apostolic Roman see, who succeeded Deusdedit in the
year of our Lord 619. And although Mellitus became crippled
with the gout, his sound and ardent mind overcame his trouble~
some infirmity, ever reaching above earthly things to those that
are heavenly in love and devotion. Noble by birth, he was even
nobler in mind.

[ tecord one among many instances of his virtue, One day the
city of Canterbury was set on fire through carelessness, and the
spreading flames threatened to destroy it. Water failed to
extinguish the fire, and already a considerable areca of the cty
was destroyed. As the raging flames were sweeping rapidly
towards his residence, the bishop, trusting in the help of God
where man’s help had failed, ordered himself to be carried into
the path of its leaping and darting advance. In the place where
the flames were pressing most fiercely stood the Church of the
Four Crowned Martyrs.* Hither the bishop was borne by his
attendants, and here by his prayers this infirm man averted the
danger which all the efforts of strong men had been powerless
to check. For the southerly wind, which had been spreading the
flames throughout the city, suddenly veered to the north, thus
saving the places that lay in their path: then it dropped
altogether, so that the fircs burned out and died. Thus Mellitus,
the man of God, afire with love for him, because it had been his
practice by constant prayers and teaching to fend off storms of
spiritual evil from himself and his people, was deservedly
empowered to save them from material winds and flames.

Having ruled the Church five years, Mellitus likewise
departed to the heavenly kingdom in the reign of King Eadbald,
and was laid to rest with his predecessors in the same monastery
church of the holy Apostle Peter on the twenty-fourth day of
April, in the year of our Lord 624.

s
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Bede’s history of England

British Christianity, which had once produced seints like Patrick and
Giildas, now revealed insular resentment which Bede found it hard
forgive, The meeting place was probably in Gloucestershire.

For Bede the refusal to accept the usual Easter date was a sign of disunity
and schism. The subsequent battle of Chester is dated ¢. 615

Bede gives the day of the month, but not the year of Augustine’s death,
which was between 604 and 609,

These are the kings who are called Bretwaidas (i.e. Overlord kings) by
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Although they held this title in turn, the
reality of their developing overlordship varied greatly. Originally the
title indicated 2 southern pre-eminence, but the powerful Northumbrian
kings later gave it a more extensive geographical reality in accordance
with its meaning of ‘Britain-ruler’, originally a flattering name based on
poetic terminology.

The initial refusal of Eadbald to accept Christianity is an indication that
conversion had not been forced on the magnates. On the other hand the
pagan reaction in Kent and Essex demonstrates the underlying persist-
ence of these beliefs, In several kingdoms the pattern was first, conver~
sion of king and magnates, more or less shared by the rest of society,
followed by apostacy and revival of paganism, and finally by a reconver-
sion which proved permanent.

The Four Crowned Martyrs are usually identified as Persian stonemasons
who were martyred in the early fourth century. The Canterbury
dedication could be duc to relics of them coming from Romie (see 1. 29),
where they were venerated in a fine basilica on the Celian Hill, close to
Augustine’s monastery. See ODS, s.v.

Irish evidence suggests that about this time Man was considered krish;
Welsh annals confirm Bede's account that Anglesey (ncluding Puffin
Istand) was occupied by Edwin.

A thegn was 3 noble man by birth and usually in the military service of
the king. See WH, p. 223.

This famous account, a rhetorical set-piece, shows the council or witan
in action. The arrangement of the hall has been steikingly confirmed by
the excavations of the royal palace at Yeavering, Northumberland,
where a large hall and open-air assembly place have been identified.
There was also s Christian church, where Aidan later preached. The
speeches in this account were probably retouched by Bede: the deeply
poctic and religious character of the second one are siriking. The
assembly probably took place at York.

Native buildings at this period were of wood or wattle: stone ones were
dus to lratian or Gaulish influence.

Redwald was the most famous, but probably not the only king whose
commitment to Christianity was fatally flawed: he wanted to worship
God simply as 2 more important spirit (daemonium) among a nuntber
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Bede’s history of England

of others who included the pagan gods. The Christian Church rightly
rejected such syncretism. Redwald is nowadays generally believed to
have been the king whose burial ship at Sutton Hoo (the grave-goods
are now at the British Museum) has revolutionized our knowledge of
the material culture of 2 provincial royal court. The weaponry, the
joewellery and the everyday objects reflect a civilized way of life which
can be glimpsed also in the pages of Beowulf, The baptismal spoons (with
Saulos and Paulos inscribed) and some motifs on silver bowls are
Christian in character, but the overall impression is not specifically
Christian. This accords well with one who first accepted, bue larer
rejected Christian belief. Bede's mention of Wuffings suggests a con-
nexion between East Angliz and Sweden: the Sutton Hoo burial mounds
are similar to those at Old Uppsala, while the helmet reveals Swedish
workmanship.

This was Littleborough. The fine pen-portrait of Paulinus is unique and
convincing.

The Tufa was covered with feathers or foliage and was the standard of
the Bretwalda. A large, wrought iron object among the Sutton Hoo
treasures may well be its framework.

These have been identified respectively as the hishops of Armagh,
Clonard, Nendrum, Connor and Bangor, The remainder (from Cronan
onwards) are abbots of Moville, Tory Island, Leighlin, Inis Celtra and
lona. Saran Ua Critair died in 661, the others sooner.

Cadwalla (Cadwallon), son of Cadfan was king of Gwynedd. There is
some Welsh evidence to suppose that Edwin, when an exile ac Cadfan’s
court, had been his companion, but none the less had conquered
Anglesey and Man {Bede, 3. 9). In his attempt to throw off Northum-
brian domination, he appealed to the most obvious neighbouring ally.
The kingdom of Morthumbria formed a union (mare or less precarious)
between several tribes and two dynastics. Bernicia (Bernice) extended
from Durham and Northumberland northwards as far as the Firth of
Forth (at its greatest expansion), while Deira {(Dere) was approximately
alt Yorkshire, with Lindsey (Lincolnshire) a province claimed by both
Northumbria and Mercia. First Bernicia was dominant under Ethelfrith,
chen Peira under Edwin, then Bernicia again under Oswald and Oswy.
These dynastic struggles with exiles, violence and assassination, of which
Oswin (ii. 14) was an nnfortunate casualty, formed the political back-
ground to the growth of the Church. No ccclesiastical historian could
possibly ignore them.

The island monastery of lona was founded by Columba (¢. 521~97),
from which he and his followers spread the Gospel in Dalriada and the
western islands, The churches subject to lona included Durrow and
Derry in Ireland, and initially Lindisfarne.

Ninian (sth century), founder of Whithorn and apostle of the surround-
ing area, was a scholar, a traveller and an admirer of St Martin of Tours
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CraPTER 40 How the Picts received the Faith of Christ {5.0. 565]

IN the year of our Lord 565, when Justn the Younger
succeeded Justinian and ruled as Emperor of Rome, a priest
and abbot named Columba, distinguished by his monastic habit
and life, came from lreland to Britain to preach the word of
God in the provinces of the northern Picts, which are separated
from those of the southern Picts by a range of steep and desolate

mountains. '
The southern Picts, who live on this side of the mountains,

e said to have abandoned the errors of idolatry Jong before
this date and accepted the true Faith through the preaching of
Bishop Ninian,* 2 most reverend and holy man of British race,
who had been regularly instructed in the mysterics of the
Christian Faith in Rome. Ninjan's own episcopal see, named
after Saint Martin and famous for its stately church, is now held
by the English, and it is here that his body and those of many
saints lic at rest. The place belongs to the province of Bernicia
and is commonly known as Candida Casa, the White Fouse,”
because he built the church of stone, which was unusual among

the Britons.
Columba® arrived in Britain in the ninth year of the reign of

the powerful Pictish king, Bride son of Meilochon; he converted
¢hat people to the Faith of Christ by his preaching and example,
snd recaived from them the island of lona on which to found 2
momastery. fova is a small island, with an area of about five
hides according to English reckoning, and his successors hold it
1o this day. It was here that Colamba died and was buried at the
age of seventy-seven, SOme thirty-two years after he had come
into Britain to preach. Before he came to Britain, he had
founded a noble monastery in Ireland known in the Irish
language as Dearmach, the Field of Oaks,? because of the osk
forest in which it stands. From both of these monasteries
Columba’s disciples went out and founded many others in

} The Grampians. ? ‘Whithorn. ? Purrow.

148

Jona and its customs [liLg

Britain and Ireland; but the monastery on the isle of lona, where
his body lies, remains the chief of them all.

fona is always ruled by an abbot in priest’s orders, to whose

authority the whole province, including the bishops, is subject,
contrary to the usual custom.* This practice was established by
its first abbot Columba, who was not a bishop himself, but a
priest and monk. His life and sayings arc said to have been
tecorded in writing by his disciples. But whatever type of man
he may have been, we know for certain that he left successors
distinguished for their purity of life, their love of God, and their
loyalty to the monastic rule. In observing the great Feast of
Easter they followed doubtful rules; for being so isolated from
the rest of the world, there was no one to acguaint them with
the synodical decrees about the keeping of Easter. But they
diligenily followed whatever pure and devout customs they
Jearned in the prophets, the Gospels, and the writings of the
Apostles. They held to their own manner of keeping Easter for
another 150 years, until the year of our Lord 715.

In that year the most reverend and holy father, Bishop Egbert,
an Englishman, who had spent many years of exile in Ireland
for love of Christ, and was most learned in the scriptures and
renowned for lifelong holiness, came and corrected their error,
and they changed to the right canonical customs for observing
Faster. This error was that they kept Easter not, as some
supposed, on the fourteenth day of the moon, as do the Jews,
but on the Sunday of the wrong week. For as Christians they
knew well that the Resurrection of our Lord took place on the
first day after the Sabbath and should always be kept on that
day. But being barbarous and simple, they had not learned
when this first day after the Sabbath, which is now called the
Lord’s Day, should occur. Yet, since they did not fail in the
fervent grace of charity, they were worthy to learn the full truth
in this matter, in accordance with the Apostle’s promise, when
he said: *And if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal
even this unto you.” But 1 shall speak of this more fully in its

proper place.
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{d. 297}, some of whose relics he may have brought to Scotlind. The
identity of the southern Picts and the extent of his apostolate arc disputed
(sce ODS, s5.v.), Whithorn became a bishopric in ¢. 731.

?. 148 The charismatic Columba, a characteristic example of Irish “‘pilgrimage
for Christ’. was best known to the Middle Ages through the Life by
Adomnan (abbot of lona 679~704) which records mainly his prophecies,
miracles and visions; but Bede did not know this work. The extent of
Columba’s apostolate has often been exaggerated; he should be con-
sidered the most important figure of the Irish in Scotdand rather than as
the apostle of Scotland in any widespread sense. According to Adomnan
there were some Anglo-Saxon monks at Iona in Columba’s day before
397, {see ODS, s.v.).

7. 149 Bede was describing lona custorm, not the prevalent practice in Ireland as
a whole. Evidence for this reveals a reality which was not uniform.
Overall the bishops did not lose cither their sacramental or their pastoral
roles, but were subject to some temporal control by abbots, especially
where these acted as major secular rulers. See R. Sharpe, in Peritia il
{1984), 230-~70.

#. 156 What made Lindisfarne different from lona was that its ruler from the
beginning was a bishop. It scems that an abbot or prior was the internal
ruler of the monks, subordinate to the bishop (iv. 26). The choice of
Lindisfarne as the Northumbrian Sce appears most unsuitable for acces-
sibility and location, but intelligible because of its closeness to the royal
palace at Bamburgh. Bede's lyrical and idealized portrait of Aidan is best
understood if full weighe is given to its contrast to ‘the apathy of our
times’. His followers lived presumably very close to Lindisfarne if they
had really adopted the Latin psalter and the monastic fasts. Not much is
heard of Aidan in southers Morthumbria, Bede’s sources were part
monastic (Lindisfarne?) and part royal (Yeavering?).

?, 1531 Birinus (ke Augustine and Paulinus) was consecrated bishop before
starting his apostolate. He too preached primarily o the king, Oswald’s
role in the gifi of Dorchester is one of confirmation by 2 bretwalda
looking for an ally against powerful Mercia, Dorchester had been a small
Roman town and was in an area of dense and carly Anglo-Saxon
settlement. Its vulnerability to Mercia as a border town together with
the consolidation of the Wessex monarchy at Winchester soon led to its
Josing its pre-eminence. It was however revived as the bishopric of the
East Midlands in the early tenth century,

®. 154 Agilbert, bishop of Dorchester 65060, took part in the synod of Whitby
(664) and was bishop of Paris 668-go. He dicd and was buried at Jouarre,
where his fine tomb survives. See ODS, s.v.

P. 155 Faremodtier-en-Brie was founded by St Fara ¢. 617.

p. 155 Bede surely intended this statement to apply specially to monasteries for
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women, as'several had been founded for men. Anglo-Saxon nunneries
however generally developed as ‘double’ monastieres like Whitby, Ely,
Wimborne Minster and others, where there were separate enclosures for
men and women. The monks exercised priestly and educational functions
besides providing protection.

- 157 Ethelburga, Fursey (iil. 19), Etheldreda (iv. 19) and Cuthbert {iv. 30) are

four saints whose bodies Bede claimed were incorrupt. Cuthbert's is by
far the best documented: see AB, pp. 20-21; ODS, s.v.

161 Virgik Aeneid i, 1,
. 163 Acca, disciple and successor of Wilfrid as Bishop of Hexham, (709-31,

d. 737}, was Bede's diocesan bishop, to whom he dedicated some
exegetical works.

< 164 The spread of Oswald’s cule was caused partly by the very brutality of

his killing and dismemberment, a sign of his sacrificial killing to pagan
gods. His head went to Cuthbert’s shrine at Lindisfarne, part of the body
to Bardney (later to Gloucester) and part was taken by Willibrord to
Frisia. This in turn led to churches being dedicated to him in Holland,
France, Switzerland, Germany and North Italy.

- 168 Penda’s attack on Bambusrgh would have been unknown but for this

passage describing Aidan’s saintly powers. He mounted at least one more
invasion before his disastrous confrontation with Oswy at Winwaed (iii.
24). Aidan seems to have been the first to use the island of the inner
Farne as a hermitage, but he was followed by Cuthbert {iv. 28),
Ethelwald (v. 1) Felgild (AB 1co—o1) and subsequently by several monks
from Durham.

- 175 The East Anglian kings' reigns are riow dated as follows: Redwald (i.

i5) d. ¢ 620; Barpwald, c. 620-27, who was possibly succeeded by an
unknown pagan king; then Sigbert, 630-¢.650 who shared the rule with
Egric for a part or the whole of his reign; Egric died with him. Anna
succeeded at an unknown date and died in 654 his daughters Etheldreda
and Sexburga (iv. 19) were abbesses of Ely, Ethelburga {q.v.} was
Abbess of Faremodtier, Withburga of Dereham was a recluse {not
mentioned by Bede) see ODS, s5.v.

173 The monastery founded by Sigbert and Fursey was probably at Burgh
Castle, near Yarmouth, but in ¢. 651 it was deserted by the Irish: after
that date Irish influence in East Anglia ceased.

- 176 This was Lagny on the river Marne. Fursey’s cult was based on Péronne

in Picardy, long called Perrona Scottorum. There were other frish monas-
terics in France and Switzetland, some of them founded by Columnbanus,
for whom see ODS, s5.v.

. 176 Felix died in 647; Thomas in 652; Bertgils in 669. The Gyrwas' province

included parts of Northants, Hunts, Lincs and Cambs.

177 The conversion of the Middle Angles (3 sub-kingdom of Mercia in Leics
and Northants) was an important development prepared (as in Kent and
Northumbria) by a royal marriage. The place of Peada’s baptism was
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cyAPTER 25 Controversy arises with the Irish over the date of
Haster {A.D. 664]

W wen Bishop Aidan departed this life, he was suceeeded in
the Bishopric by Finan, who had been consecrated and
sent by the irish, He built a church in the isle of Lindisfarne
suitable for an episcopal see, constructing it, however, not of
stone, but of hewn oak, thatched with reeds after the Irish
manner. It was later dedicated by the most reverend Archbishop
Theodore i honour of the blessed Apostle Peter. But Eadbert,
4 fater Bishop of Lindisfarne, removed the thatch, and covered
both roof and walls with sheets of lead.*

About this time there arose a great and recurrent COntroversy
o the observance of Easter, those crained in Kent and Gaul
snaintaining that the Irish observance was contrary to that of the
aniversal Church. The most zealous champion of the true Haster
was an. lrishman named Ronan, whe bad been instructed in
Saul and lialy in the authentic practice of the Church. He
disputed against Finan and convinced many, or at least per-
suaded them to make more careful enquiry into the truth. But
he entirely {ailed to move Finan, 3 hot-tempered man whom
reproof made more obstinate and openiy hostile to the truth.
James, formerly the deacon of the venerable Archbishop Pauli-
aas, of whom 1 have spoken, kept the true and Catholic Haster
with all whom he could persuade to adopt the right observance.
Also Queen Eanfled and her court, baving a Kennish priest
samed Romanus who followed the Catholic practice, observed
she customs she had seen in Kent, Tt is said that the confusion in
those days was such that Easter was sometimes kept twice in
one year, so that when the King had ended Lent and was
keeping Easter, the Queen and her attendants were still fasting
and keeping Palm Sunday. During Ajdan’s lifetime these differ-
ences of Easter observance were patiently tolerated by everyone;
for it was realized that, although he was in loyalty bound o
retain the customs of those who sent him, he nevertheless
faboured diligently to cultivate the faith, piety, and love that
marks out God’s saints. He was therefore rightly loved by all,
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even by those who differed from his opinion on Easter, and was
held in high respect not ouly by ordinary folk, but by Honorius
of Canterbury and Felix of the East Angles.

When Finan, who followed Aidan as bishop, died, he was
succeeded by another Irishman, Colman under whom an even
arose about er and also abous
other rules of Church ine. This dispute rightly began
trouble the munds and < 1ces of many people, who feared
that they might have received the name of Christians i vain,
Eventually the matter came to the notice of King Qswy and his
son Alchfrid. Oswy thought nothing could be better than the
Irish teaching, having been instructed and baptized by the Irish
and having a complete grasp of their language. But Alchfrid,
who had been instructed in the Faith by Wilfrid —a very learned
man who had gone to Rome to study the doctrine of the
Church, and spent a long time at Lyons under Dalfin,* Arch-
bishop of Gaul, from whom he had received the tonsure ~ knew
that Wikfrid's doctrine was in fact preferable to all the traditions
of the Irish. He had therefore given him a monastery with forty
hides of land at In-Hrypum.' Actually, he had given this not
long previously to the adherents of the Irish customs; but since,
when offered the alternative, these preferred to give up the place
rather than alter their customs, he then offered it to Wilfrid,
whose life and teaching made him a worthy recipient. About
this time, Agilbert, Bishop of the West Saxons, whom [ have
imentioned, had come to visit the province of the Northumbri~
ans. He was a friend both of King Alchfrid and of Abbot Wilfrid
and stayed with them for some time, and a¢ the king's request
he made Wilfrid a priest in his monastery. He also had with him
a priest named Agatho. So when discussion arose there on the
questions of Baster, the tonsue, and various other church
matters, it was decided to hold a synod to put an end to this
dispute at the monastery of Streanaeshalch,* which means The
Bay of the Beacon, then ruled by the Abbess Hilda, a woman
devoted to God. Both kings, father and son, came to this synod,

more Serious Controver

¢ Ripon,
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and so did Bishop Colman wich his Irish clergy, and Bishop
Agilbert with. the priests Agatho and Wilfrid. James and
Romanus supported the latter, while Abbess Hilda and her
community, together with the venerable bishop Cedd, sup-
ported the Irish. Cedd, who as already mentioned had long age
been osdained by the Irish, acted as a most careful interpreter
for both partics at the council.

King Oswy opencd by observing that all who served the One
God should observe one rule of life, and since they all hoped for
one kingdom in heaven, they should not differ in celebrating
the sacraments of heaven. The synod now had the task of
determining which was the truer tradition, and this should be
loyally accepted by all. He then directed his own bishop Colman
to speak first, and to explain his own rite and its origin. Then
Colman saict: “The Easter customs which 1 observe were taught
me by my superiors, who sent me here as a bishop; and all our
forefathers, men beloved of God, are known to have observed
these customs. And lest anyone condemn or reject them as
wrong, it is recorded that they owe their origin to the blessed
evangelist Saint John, the disciple especially loved by our Lord,
and all the churches over which he presided.” When he had
concluded these and similar arguments, the king directed Agil-
bert to explain the origin and authority of his own customs.
Agilbert replied: “May 1 request that my disciple the priest
Wilfrid be allowed to speak in my place? For we are both in full
agreement with all those here present who suppost the traditions
of our Church, and he can explain our view in the English
language more competently and clearly than 1 can do through
an interpreter.” When Wilfrid had received the king’s command
t0 speak, he said: ‘Our Easter customs are those that we have
seen universally observed in Rome, where the blessed Apostles
Peter and Paul lived, taught, suffered, and are buried. We have
also seen the same customs generally observed throughout Italy
and Gaul when we travelled through these countries for study
and prayer. Furthermore, we have learnt that Easter is observed
by men of different nations and languages at one and the same
time, in Africa, Asia, Egypt, Greece, and throughout the world
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wherever the Church of Christ has spread. The only people
who stupidly contend against the whole world are those Irish-
men and their partners in obstinacy the Picts and Britons, who
inhabit only a portion of these the two uttermost islands of the
ocean.* In reply to this statement, Colman answered: ‘It is
strange that you call us stupid when we uphold customs that
rest on the authority of so great an Apostle, who was considered
worthy to lean on our Lord’s breast, and whose great wisdom
is acknowledged throughout the world.” Wilfrid replied: ‘Far be
it from us to charge John with stupidity, because he literaily
observed the Law of Moses at a time when the Church followed
many Jewish practices, and the Apostles were not able immedi-
ately to abrogate the observances of the Law once given by
God, lest they gave offence to believers who were jews (whereas
idols, on the other hand, being inventions of the devil, must be
renounced by all converts). For this reason Paul circumcised
Timothy, offered sacrifice in the Temple, and shaved his head
at Corinth with Aquila and Priscilla, for no other reason than
that of avoiding offence to the Jews. For James said to Paul:
“Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of Jews there are which
believe; and they are all zealous of the law.” But today, as the
Gospel spreads throughout the world, it is unnecessary and
indeed unlawful for the faithful to be circumcised or to offer
animals to God in sacrifice. John, following the custom of the
law, used to begin the Feast of Easter on the evening of the
fourteenth day of the first month, not caring whether it fell on
the Sabbath or on any other day. But Peter, when he preached
in Rome, remembering that it was on the day after the Sabbath
that our Lord rose from the dead and gave the world the hope
of resurrection, realized that Easter should be kept as follows:
like John, in accordance with the Law, he waited for moonrise
on the evening of the fourteenth day of the first month. And if
the Lord’s Day, then called the morrow of the Sabbath, fell on
the following day, he began to observe Easter the same evening,
as we all do today. But, if the Lord’s Day did not fall on the day
following the fourteenth day of the moon, but on the sixteenth,
seventeenth, or any other day up to the twenty-first, he waited
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until that day, and on the Sabbath evening preceding it he begal

the observance of the Easter Festival. This evangelical and

apostolical tradition does not abrogate but fulfil the Law, which
ordained that the Passover be kept between the eve of the
fourteenth and twenty-first days of the moon of that month.
And this is the custom of all the successors of blessed John in
Asia since his death, and is also that of the world-wide Church:
This is the true and only Easter to be observed by the faithful.
It was not newly decreed by the Council of Nicaea, but

reaffirmed by it, as Church history records. It is quite apparent,

Colman, that you follow neither the example of John, as you

imagine, nor that of Peter, whose tradition you deliberately:
contradict. Your keeping of Easter agrees neither with the Law:)

nor with the Gospel. For John, who kept Easter in accordanc
with the decrees of Moses, did not keep to the first day after the

Sabbath; but this is not your practice, for you keep Easter only.
on the first day after the Sabbath. Peter képt Easter berween the

fifteenth and twenty-first days of the moon; you do not, fot
you keep it between the fourteenth and twentieth days of th
moon. As a result, you often begin Easter on the cvening of thi
thirteenth day, which is not mentioned in the Law. Nor did ou

Lord, the Author and giver of the Gospel, eat the old Passover|

or institute the Sacrament of the New Testament to be:cel
ebrated by the Church in memory of His Passion on that day
but on the fourteenth. Furthermore, when you keep Easter, yo
totally exclude the twenty-first day, which the Law of Moses
particularly ordered to be observed. Therefore, I repeat, yo
follow neither John nor Peter, the Law nor the Gospel, in you
keeping of our greatest Festival.” :
Colman in reply said: ‘Do you maintain that Anatoliis;
holy man highly spoken of in Church history, taught contrar
to the Law and the Gospel, when he wrote that Easter shoul
be kept between the fourteenth and twentieth days of the mooft
Are we to believe that our most revered Father Columba an
his successors, men so dear to God, thought or acted contraty
to Holy Scripture when they followed this custom? The hotiries:
of many of them is confirmed by heavenly signs, and . thei
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virtues by miracles; and having no doubt that they are Saints, I

shall never cease to emulate their lives, customs, and discipline.’

‘Tt is' well established that Anatolius was a most holy, learned,
and praiseworthy man,” answered Wilfrid; ‘but how can you
claim his authority when you do not follow his directions? For
he followed the correct rule about Easter, and observed a cycle
of nineteen years; but either you do not know of this general

~eustom ‘of the Christian Church, or else you ignore it. He
~calculated the fourteenth day of the moon at Easter according to
_the Egyptian method, counting it on the evening as the fifteenth

day; similarly, he assigned the twentieth to Easter Sunday,

regarding it after sunset as the twenty-first day. But it appears

that you do not realize this distinction, since you sometimes

~k§cp Easter before full moon, that is, on the thirtcenth day. And
_with regard to your Father Columba and his followers, whose

holiness you claim to imitate and whose rules and customs you
claim to have been supported by heavenly signs, I'can only say
hat when many shall say to our Lord at the day of Judgement:
Have we not prophesied in thy name, and cast ot devils, and done
many wonderful works?” the Lord will reply, “I never knew you,”
arbe it from me to apply these words o your fathers; for it is
more just to believe good rather than evil of those whom one
oes not know. So I do not deny that they are true servants of
s0d and dear to Him, and that they loved Him in primitive
implicity but in-devout sincerity. Nor do I think that their
ways of keeping Easter were scriously harmful, so long as no
ne came to show them a more perfect way to follow. Indeed, I -
el certain that, if any Catholic reckoner had come to them,

s

ey, a few men in a corner of a remote island, are to be
referred before the universal Church of Christ throughout the
orld? And even if your Columba -~ or, may I say, ours also if
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he was the servant of Christ — was a Saint potent in miracles,
can he take precedence before the most blessed Prince of thg
Apostles, to whom our Lord said: “ Thou art Peter, and upon this
sock [ will build my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it, and T will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven™?

When Wilfrid had ended, the king asked: ‘Is it true, Colman,
that these words were spoken to that Peter by our Lord? He
answered: ‘It is true, Your Majesty.” Then the king said: ‘Can
you show that a similar authority was given to your Colu'mba?'
‘N, replied Colman, ‘Do you both agree’, the king continued,
‘that these words were indisputably addressed to Peter in the
first place, and that our Lord gave him the keys of the kingdom
of heaven? Both answered: ‘We do.” At this, the king con-
duded: “Then, 1 tell you, Peter is guardian of the gates of
heaven, and I shall not contradict him. 1 shall obey his com-
mands in everything to the best of my knowledge and ability;
otherwise, when | come to the gates of heaven, there may be no
one to open them, because he who holds the keys has turned
away.'¥

When the king said this, all present, both high and low,
signified their agreement and, abandoning their imperfect cus-
coms, hastened to adopt those which they had learnad to be better.

crapTER 26: Affer his defeat Colman returns home and Tuda
succeeds to his bishopric [A.D. 664]: the condition of the Church
under these teachers

w this way the controversy was terminated, the company
Idisperscd, and Agilbert returned home. Colman, secing his
teachings rejected and his following discounted, took away with
him all who wished to follow him, that is, all who still dissented
from the Catholic Easter and consure* — for there was no smail
argument about this 2§ well ~ and returned to the land of the
irish’ in order to consult his compatriots on their future course

* Tona.
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of action. Cedd, on the other hand, having abandoned the Trish
customs and accepted the Catholic, returned to his own bish-
opric. This Synod ook place in the year of our Lord 664, which
was the rwenty-second year of King Oswy’s reign, and the
thirtieth anniversary of the coming of the Irish bishops to
England, Aidan having beld his bishopric for seventeen years,
Finan for ten, and Colman for three.

On Colman's return to his own land, the servant of God,
Tuda, became bishop of the Northumbrians in his place. He
had been traimed and consecrated bishop by the southern Irish,
and had worn the ecclesiastical tonsure according to the customs
of the province, and observed the Catholic Easter customs. He
was a good devout man, but ruled the diocese only for a short
time. He had arrived from the land of the Irish during Colman’s
cpiscopate, and taught the truths of the Faith diligently in word
and deed. Then Eata, abbot of the monastery of Mailros,! a gentle
man and greatly revered, was appointed Abbot of Lindisfarne to
rule the brethren who clected to remain there when the Irish
withdrew. It is said that before Colman left, he asked and obtained
this favour from King Oswy, because Eata had been one of the
twelve English boys whom Aidan recetved to be taught the
Christian Faith when he first became bishop; for the king greatly
loved Bishop Colman for his innate discernment. This s the same
Eata who not long afterwards was raised to the bishopric of the
church of Lindisfarne. On his return home, Coiman took with
him a postion of the bones of the most reverend Father Aidan; but
he left some of them in the church over which he had ruled,
directing that they be enshrined in the sanctuary.

So frugal and anstere were Colman and his predecessors that
when they left the seat of their authority there were very few
buildings except the church; indeed, no more than met the bare
sequirements of a scemly way of life. They had no property
except cattle, and whenever they received any money from rich
folk, they immediately gave it to the poor; for they had no need
to amass money of provide Jodging for important people, since

} Melrose,
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CHAPTER 24: A brother of the monastery is found to possess God's
gift of poetry [a.p. 680]

IN this monastery of Streanaeshalch Hved a brother singularly
gifted by God's grace. So skilful was he in composing
religious and devotional songs that, when any passage of
Scripture was explained to him by interpreters, he could quickly
turn it into delightful and moving poetry in his own English
vongue. These verses of his have stirred the hearts of muny folk
to despise the world and aspire to heavenly things. Others after
him tried to compose religious poems in English, but none
could compare with him; for he did not acquire the art of poetry
from men or through any human teacher but received it as 2
free gift from God. For this reason he could never compose any
frivolous or profane verses; but only such as had a religious
theme fell fitingly from his devour lips. He had followed 2
lar occupacion until well advanced in years without ever
learning anything about poetry. Indeed it sometimes happened
at a feast that all the guests in turn would be invited to sing and
entertain the company; then, when he saw the harp coming his
way, he would get up from table and go home.

On one such occasion he had left the house in which the
cutertainment was being held and went out to the stable where
it was his duty that night to ook after the beasts. There when
the time came he settled down to sleep. Suddenly in a dream he
saw a man standing beside him who called him by name.
‘Caedmon,” he said, ‘sing me a song.” ‘T don’t know how to
sing,” he replied. ‘It is because I cannot sing that 1 left the feast
and came here.” The man who addressed him then said: ‘But
you shall sing to me.” “What should 1 sing about?” he replied.
‘Sing about the Creation of all things,” the other answered. And
Caedmon immediately began to sing verses in praise of God the
Creator that he had never heard before, and their theme ran
thus:

54

Praise we the Fashioner now of Heaven's fabric,
The majesty of his might and his mind’s wisdom,
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Work of the world-warden, worker of all wonders,
How he the Lord of Glory everlasting,

Wrought first for the race of men Heaven as a rooftree,
Then made he Middle Earth to be their mansion.

This is the general sense, but not the actual words that Caedmon
sang in his dream; for verses, however masterly, cannot be
transhated literally from one language into another without
losing much of their beauty and dignity. When Caedmon
awoke, he remembered everything that he had sung in his
dream, and soon added more verses in the same style to a song
truly worthy of God.

Early in the moring he went to his superior the reeve, and
told him about this gift that he had received. The reeve took
him before the abbess, who ordered him to give an account of
bis dream and repeat the verses in the presence of many learned
men, so that a decision might be reached by common consent
35 to their quality and origin. All of them agreed that Caedmon’s
gift had been given him by our Lord. And they explained to
him a passage of scriptural history or doctrine and asked him to
render it into verse if he could, He promised to do this, and
returned next morning with excellent verses as they had ordered
him. The abbess was delighted that God had given such grace
to the man, and advised him to abandon secular life and adopt
the monastic state. And when she had admitted him into the
Community 3s a brother, she ordered him to be instructed in
the events of sacred history. So Caedmon stored up in his
memory all that he learned, and like one of the clean animals
chewing the cud, turned it into such melodious verse that his
delightful renderings turned his instructors into auditors. He
sang of the creation of the world, the origin of the human race,
and the whole story of Genesis. He sang of Israel’s exodus from
Egypt, the eniry into the Promised Land, and many other
events of scriptural history. He sang of the Lord’s Incarnation,
Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven, the coming
of the Holy Spirit, and the teaching of the Apostles. He also
made poems on the terrors of the Last Judgement, the horrible
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pains of Hell, and the joys of the Kingdom of Heaven. In
addition to these, he composed several others on the blessings
and judgements of God, by which he sought to turn his hearers
from delight in wickedness and to inspire them to love and do
good. For Cacdmon was 2 deeply religious man, who humbly
submitted to regular discipline and hoty rebuked all who tried
to follow another course. And so he crowned his life with a
happy end. *

For, when the time of his death drew ncar, he felt the onset
of physical weakness for fourteen days, but not seriously enough
to prevent his walking or talking the whele tme. Close by there
was a house to which all who were sick or likely to die were
taken, Towards nightfall on the day when he was to depart this
life, Caedmon asked his attendant to prepare a resting-place for
him in this house. The atendant was surprised ar this request
from a man who did not appear likely to die yet nevertheless,
he did as be was asked. So Caedmon went to the house, and
conversed and jested cheerfully with those who were already
there; and when it was past midnight, he asked: ‘Is the Bucharist
in the house?” “Why do you want the Eucharist?” they enquired;
‘you are not likely to die yet, when you are talking so cheerfully
o us aid seem to be in perfect health.” ‘Nevertheless,” he said,
‘bring me the Bacharist.” And taking It in his hands, Caedmon
asked whether they were all charitably disposed towards him,
and whether they had any complaint or ill-feeling against him.
They replied that they were all most kindly disposed towards
him, and free from all bitterness. Then in turn they asked him
¢ clear his heart of bitterness towards them. At once he
answered: “Dear sons, my heart is at peace with all the servants
of God.” Then, when he had fortificd himself with the heavenly
Viaticum, he prepared to enter the other life, and asked how
long it would be before the brothers were roused to sing God’s
praises in the Night Office. ‘Not long,” they replied. ‘Good,
then let us wait until then,” he answered; and signing himself
with the holy Cross, he laid his head on the pillow and passed
away quietly in his sleep. So, having served God with a simple
and pure mind, and with tranquil devotion, he left the world
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and departed to his presence by a eranquil death. His tongue,
which had sung so many inspiring verses in praise of his Maker,
uttered its last words in his praise as he signed himself with the
Cross and commended his soul into his hands. For, as I have

already said, Caedmon scems to have had a premonition of his
death.

CHAPTER 25 A man of God sees a vision portending the destruction
of Coldingharm monastery by fire

A‘r this time, the monastery of nuns called Coludesbyrig,
which 1 have already mentioned, was burned down
through carelessness. However, all who knew the facts could
readily perceive that it happened because of the wickedness of
its members, and in particular of those who were supposed to
be in authority, But God’s mercy gave them a warning of
punishment, and if they had followed the example of the
Ninevites in fasting, prayers, and tears, they could have averted
the anger of the just Judge.

In this monastery lived an Irishman named Adamnan, who
fed a Jife so devoted to God in prayer and austerity that he took
no food or drink except on Sundays and Thursdays, and often
spent the entire night in vigil and prayer. He had originally
adopted this severe life from necessity, to overcome his evil
inclinations; but as time went on, this niecessity became his
custom. During his youth he had committed some crime for
which, when he came to his senses, he was thoroughly ashamed,
and dreaded punishment by the strict Judge. So he visited a
priest from whom he hoped to learn a way of salvation,
confessed his sins to him, and asked for advice how he might
escape the wrath to come. When he had heard his confession,
the priest said: ‘A severe wound calls for an ever more severe
remedy. Therefore spend your time as far as possible in fasting,
reciting the psalter, and prayer, so that you may avert God’s
anger in confession, and deserve to find His mercy.” Already
decply smitten in conscience and longing for speedy release
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Ingwald of London, Aldwin of Lichfield, and Aldwulf of
Rochester. Tatwin was a man distinguished for his religion and
wisdom, and extremely learned in holy Scripture.

At the present day Tatwin and Aldwulf preside over the
Churches of Kent; Ingwald is Bishop of the East Saxons;
Aldbert and Hadulac are Bishops of the East Angles; Daniel and
Forthere are Bishops of the West Saxons; and Aldwin is Bishop
of the Mercians. Walchstod is Bishop of the folk who live in the
west, beyond the river Severn; Wilfrid is Bishop of the Hwiccas;
Cynibert is Bishop of the province of Lindsey. The bishopric of
the Isle of Wight belongs to Daniel, Bishop of Winchester. The
province of the South Saxons has now been without a bishop
for some years, and seeks the offices of a bishop from the prelate
of the West Saxons. All these provinces, together with the
athers south of the river Humber and their kings, are subject to
Ethelbald, King of the Mercians.

In the province of the Northumbrians, ruled by Ceolwulf,
four bishops hold office: Wilfrid in the church of York, Fthel-
wald at Lindisfarne, Acca at Hexham, and Pecthelm in the see
known as The White House,* where the number of helievers
has so increased that it bas recently become an episcopal see
with Pecthelm as its first bishop.

At the present time, the Picts have a treaty of peace with the
English, and are glad to be united in Catholic peace and truth to
the universal Church. The Irish who are living in Britain are
content with their own territories, and do not contemplate any
raids or stratagems against the English. The Britons for the
most part have a national hatred for the English, and uphold
their own bad customs against the true Faster of the Catholic
Church; however, they are opposed by the power of God and
man alike, and are powerless to obtain what they want. For,
although in part they are independent, they have been brought
in part under subjection to the English.

As such peace and prosperity prevail in these days, many of
the Northumbrians, both noble and simple, together with their
children, have laid aside their weapons, preferring to receive the
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tonsure and take monastic vows rather than study the arts of
war. What the result of this will be the future will show.*

This, then, is the present state of all Britain, about two
hundred and eighty-five years after the coming of the English
to Britain, but seven hundred and thirty-one years since our
Lord’s Incarnation. May the world rejoice under his eternal rule,
and Britain glory in his Faith! Let the multitude of isles be glad
thereof, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness!

CHARTER 24: A chronological summary of the whole book, and a
personal note on the author

As an aid to memory, 1 have thought it helpful to make a
concise summary of events already dealt with at greater
length.

In the sixticth year before the Incarnation of cur Lord, Gaius
Julius Caesar was the first of the Romans to make war on
Britain and was victorious, but was unable to hold the kingdom.

In the year of our Lord 46, Claudius was the second of the
Romans to come to Britain and received the surrender of the
greater part of the island. He also added the Isles of Orkney to
the Roman Empire.

In the year of our Lord 167, Eleutherus became Bishop of
Rome, and ruled the Church most gloriously for fifteen years.
Lucius, a king of Britain, sent him a letter asking to be made a
Christian, and obtained his request,

in the year of our Lord 189, Severus became Emperor and
reigned seventeen years. He fortified Britain with an earthwork
stretching from sea to sea.

In the year 381, Maximus became Emperor while in Britain.
He crossed into Gaul and killed Gratian.

In the year 409, Rome was taken by the Goths, and thencefor-
ward Roman rule came to an end in Bricain.

In the year 430, Pope Celestine sent Palladius to be the first
bishop to the Christian Irish.
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In the year 449, Marcian became co-Emperor with Valenti-
nian. He reigned seven years, during which time the English
came to Britain at the invitation of the Britons.

In the year §38, an eclipse of the sun occurred on the sixteenth
of February, lasting from Prime to Terce.

In the year 540, an eclipse of the sun occurred on the twentieth
of June, and the stars appeared for nearly half an hour after the
hour of Terce.

In the year 547, Ida began his reign, which lasted for twelve
years. From him the royal family of the MNorthumbrians derives
1ts origin.

In the year 565, the pricst Cohunba camie into Britain from
the land of the Irish to teach the Picts, and built 2 monastery on
the Isle of lona,

In the year 596, Pope Gregory sent Augustine and his monks
to Britain to preach the word of God to the English people.

In the year 597, these teachers arrived in Britain. This was
about one hundred and fifty years after the coming of the
English to Britain.

In the year 601, Pope Gregory sent the paflium to Britain for
Augustine, who had already been made a bishop. He also sent
several ministers of the word, including Paulinus,

In the year 603, the Battle of Degsastan was fought.

In the year 604, the East Saxons under King Sabert received
the Faith of Christ through Archbishop Mellitus.

In the year 605, Pope Gregory died.

In the year 606, King Ethelbert of Kent died.

In the year 625, Archbishop Justus consecrated Pavlinus as
Bishop of the Morthumbrians.

In the year 626, Eanfled, daughter of King Bdwin, was
baptized on Whit Saturday with twelve others.

In the year 627, King Edwin and his people were baptized on
Easter Day.

In the year 633, King Edwin was killed, and Paulinus retired
to Kent.

In the year 640, King Badbald of Kent died.

In the year 642, King Oswald was killed.
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In the year 644, Paulinus, first Bishop of York and later
Bishop of Rochester, departed to our Lord.
d'lg the year 651, King Oswin was killed, and Bishop Aidan

ied.

In the year 653, the Middle Angles under Peada their prince
accepted the mysteries of the Faith.

In the year 655, Pends was slain, and the Mercians became
Christians.

In the year 664 an eclipse occurred. King Earconbert of Kent
died, and Bishop Colman returned to his own land with the
Inish. A plague came. Chad and Wilfrid were consecrated
Bishops of the Northumbrians.

In the year 668, Theodore was consecrated bishop.

In the year 670, King Oswy of the Northumbrians died.

In the year 673, King Egbert of Kent died. A synod was held
at Hertford in the presence of King Egfrid under the presidency
of Archbishop Theodore. It was valuable, and enacted ten
canons.

In the year 675, Wulthere, King of the Mercians, died after a

reign of seventcen years, and left the throne to his brother
Ethelred.

In the year 676, Ethelred ravaged Kent.

In the year 678, a comet appeared. Bishop Wilfrid was
expelled from his see by King Egfrid: Bosa, Eata, and Eadhaed
were consecrated bishops in his place.

In the year 679, Elfwin was killed.

In the year 680, a synod was held in the plain of Hatfield
under the presidency of Archbishop Theodore to affirm the
Catholic Faith: John, an abbot from Rome, attended. Abbess
Hilda died at Streanaeshalch.

In the year 685, Egfrid, King of the Northumbrians, was
killed. King Hlothere of Kent died. .

In the year 688, Cadwalla, King of the West Saxons, left
Britain for Rome.

In the year 690, Archibishop Theodore died.

In the year 697, Queen Osthryd was killed by her own
people, the Mercian chieftains.
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In the year 698, Bertred, the royal commander of the North-
umbrians, was killed by the Picts.

in the vear 704, Ethelred became a mouk after ruling the
Mercians for thirty years, and resigned the kingdom to
Coenred.

In the year 705, King Aldfrid of the Northumbrians died.

In the year 709, Coenred, King of the Mercians, after a reign
of five years, went to Rome.

i the year 711, the ealdorman Bertfrid fought against the
Picts.

In the year 716, Osred, King of the Northumbrians, was
killed, and Ceolred, King of the Mercians, died. The man of
God Egbert converted the monks of lova to the Catholie Easter
and the canonical tonsure.

In the year 725, King Wictred of Kent died.

fu the year 729, comets appeared: the holy Egbert departed
this life: Osric died.

in the year 731, Archbishop Bertwald died. In the same year,
the fifteenth of the reign of King Ethelbald of the Mercians,
Tatwin was consecrated ninth Archbishop of Canterbury.

4

Autobiographical Note

WITH God's help, I, Bede, the servant of Christ and priest
of the monastery of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul at
Wearmouth and Jarrow, have assembled these facts about the
bistory of the Church in Britain, and of the Church of the
English in particular, so far as I have been able to ascertain them
from ancient writings, from the traditions of our forebears, and
from my own-personal knowledge.

1 was born on the lands of this monastery, and on reaching
seven years of age, 1 was entrusted by my family first to the
most reverend Abbot Benedict and later to Abbot Ceolfrid for
my education. I have spent all the remainder of my life in this
monastery and devoted myself entively to the study of the
Scriptures. And while I have observed the regular discipline and
sung the choir offices daily in church, my chief delight has
always been in study, teaching, and writing.

I was ordained deacon in my ningteenth year, and priest in
my thirticth, receiving both these orders at the hands of the
most reverend Bishop John at the direction of Abbot Ceolfrid.
From the time of my receiving the priesthood untl my fifty-
ninth year, | have worked, both for my own benefit and that of
my brethren, to compile short extracts from the works of the
venerable Fathers on Holy Scripture and to comment on their
meaning and interpretation. These books ate as follows:

The beginning of Genesis, up to the birth of Isaac and Ishmael’s
rejection: four Books.

The Tabernacle: its vessels and priestly vestments: three
Books.

The First Part of Samuel, up to the death of Saul: three Books.

On the Building of the Temple: an allegorical interpretation like
the others: two Books.

Thirty Questions on the Books of Kings,

On the Proverbs of Solomon: three Books.

On the Song of Songs: seven Books.

On Isaiah, Daniel, The Twelve Prophets, and part of Jeremiah,
with chapter headings taken from blessed Jerome’s Treatise.

On Ezra and Nehemiah: three Books.

On the Song of Habakkuk: one Book.
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On the Book of the blessed father Tobias: an allegorical interpre~
tation on Christ and the Church: one Book.

Chapters of Readings on the Pentateuch of Moses, Joshua, and
Judges; on the Books of Kings and Chronicles; on the Book of the
blessed father Job; on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs;
on the Prophets Isaiah, Exra, and Nehemiah.

On the Gospel of Mark: four Books.

On the Gospel of Luke: six Books.

Homilies on the Gospel: two Books.

On the Apostle [Paul): in which 1 have carefully transcribed in
order whatever I have found on the subject in the works of
Saint Augustine,

On the Acts of the Apostles: two Books.

On the Seven Catholic Epistles; one Book on each.

On the Apocalypse of Saint John: three Books.

Also, Chapfers of Readings from all the new Testament except
the Gospel.

Also, a book of Letfers to various petsons, including one on
the six ages of the world; on the dwellings of the children of
Isracl: on Isaiah's saying, ‘And they shall be shut up in the prison,
and after many days shall they be visited’: on the reason for the leap
year; and on Anatolius’ explanation of the equinox.

Also, The Histories of the Saints. 1 have translated Paulinus’
metrical work on the Life and Sufferings of the confessor Saint Felix
into prose. And | have corrected, to the best of my ability, the
sense of a book on The Life and Sufferings of Saint Anastasius,
which had been badly translated from the Greek, and worse
amended by some unskilful person. 1 have also written the Life
of our father, the holy monk and Bishop Cuthbert, first in
heroic verse and later in prose.

I have written in two books The History of the Abbots Benedidt,
Ceolfrid, and Huwaetbert, rulers of this monastery in which 1
delight to serve the Divine Goodness.

The Ecdesiastical History of our island and people: in five
Books.

A Martyrology of the feast-days of the holy martyrs: in which
1 have carcfully tried to record everything 1 could learn not only
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on what date, but alse by what kind of combat and under what
judge they overcame the world.

A Book of Hymns in varjous metres or thythms,
A Book of Epigrams in heroic or elegiac verse.
On the Nature of Things, and On Times: a book on each, and

" one larger book On Times.

A Book on Orthography, arranged in alphabetical order.
A Book on The Art of Poetry, with a small work appended On

Tmpes»and Figures; that is, the figures and manners of speech
found in holy scripture,

IPRA.Y You, nobic Jesu, that as You have graciously granted
me joyfully to imbibe the words of Your knowledge, so You

will also of Your bounty grant me to come at length to Yourself,
the Fount of all wisdom,

And to dwell in Your presence
for ever.
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British Christianity, which had once prodoced saints like Patrick and
Gildas, now revealed insular resentment which Bede found it hard w
forgive, The meeting place was probably in Gloucestershire.

For Bede the refusal to accept the usual Easter date was a sign of disunity
and schism. The subsequent battle of Chester is dated ¢. 615

Bede gives the day of the month, but not the year of Augustine’s death,
which was between 604 and 509,

‘These are the kings who are called Bretwaldas (Le. Ovedord kings) by
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Although they held this ttde in turn, the
reality of their developing overlordship varied greatdy. Originally the
title indicated & southern pre-eminence, but the powerful Northunibrian
kings later gave it a more extensive geographical reality in accordance
with its meaning of ‘Britain-raler’, originally 2 flattering name based on
poetic terminology.

The initial refusal of Eadbald to accept Christianity is an indication that
conversion had not been forced on the magnates. On the other hand the
pagan reaction in Kent and Essex demonstrates the underlying persist-
ence of these beliefs, In several kingdoms the pattern was first, conver-
sion of king and magnates, more or less shared by the rest of society,
followed by apostacy and revival of paganism, and finally by a reconver-
sion which proved permanent.

The Four Crowned Mastyrs are usually identified as Persian stonemasons
who were martyred in the early fourth century. The Canterbury
dedication could be due to relics of them coming from Rome (see i. 29),
where they were venerated in a fine basilica on the Celian Hill, close to
Augustine’s monastery. See ODS, s.v,

Irish evidence suggests that about this time Man was considered Irish;
Welsh annals confirm Bede's account that Anglesey (including Puffin
tsland) was occupied by Edwin.

A thegn was 2 noble man by birth and wsually in the milicary service of
the king. See WH, p. 223.

This famous account, a rhetorical set-piece, shows the council or witan
in action. The arrangement of the hall has been strikingly confirmed by
the excavations of the royal palace at Yeavering, Northumberland,
where 3 Targe hall and open-air assembly place have been identified.
‘There was also a Christian church, where Aidan later preached, The
speeches in this account were probably retouched by Bede: the deeply
poctic and religious character of the second one are striking. The
assembly probably took place at York.

Native buildings at this period were of wood or watde: stone oues were
due to talian or Gaulish influence.

Redwald was the most famous, but probably not the only king whose
commitment to Christianity was fatally flawed: he wanted to worship
God simply as 2 more important spirit (daemonium) among a number
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of others who included the pagan gods. The Christian Church rightly
rejected such syncretism, Redwald is nowadays generally belicved to
have been the king whose burial ship at Sutton Hoo (the grave-goods
are now at the British Muscum) has revolutionized our knowledge of
the material colture of 2 provincial royal court. The weaponry, the
jewellery and the everyday objects reflect a civilized way of life which
can be glimpsed also in the pages of Beownlf. The baptismal spoons (with
Saulos and Paulos inscribed) and some motifs on silver bowls are
Christian in character, but the overall impression is not specifically
Christian, This accords well with one who first accepted, but later
rejected Christian belief. Bede's mention of Wuffings suggests a con-
nexion between East Anglia and Sweden: the Sutton Hoo burial mounds
arc similar to those at Old Uppsala, while the helmet reveals Swedish
workmanship.

This was Litticborough. The fine pen-portrait of Paulinus is unique and
convincing.

The Tufa was covered with feathers or foliage and was the standard of
the Bretwalda. A large, wrought iron object among the Sutton Hoo
treasures may well be its framework.

These have been identified respectively as the bishops of Armagh,
Clonard, Mendrum, Connor and Bangor. The remainder (from Cronan
onwards) are abbots of Moville, Tory Island, Leighlin, Inis Celtra and
fona. Saran Ua Critair died in 661, the others sooner.

Cadwalla (Cadwallon), son of Cadfan was king of Gwynedd. There is
some Welsh evidence to suppose that Edwin, when an exile at Cadfan’s
court, had been his companion, but nonc the less had conquered
Anglesey and Man (Bede, ii. ¢). In his attempt to throw off Northum-
brian domination, he appealed to the most obvious neighbouring ally.
The kingdom of Northumbria formed a union (more or less precarious)
between several tribes and two dynasties. Bernicia (Bemice) extended
from Durham and Northumberland northwards as far as the Firth of
Forth (at its greatest expansion), while Deira {(Dere) was approximately
all Yorkshire, with Lindsey (Lincolnshire) a province claimed by both
Morthumbria and Mercia. First Bernicia was dominant under Ethelfrith,
then Deira under Edwin, then Bernicia again under Oswald and Oswy.
These dynastic struggles with exiles, violence and assassination, of which
Oswin {ii. 14} was an unfortunate casualty, formed the political back-
ground to the growth of the Church. No ecclesiastical historian could
possibly ignore them.

The island monastery of lona was founded by Columba (c. 521~97).
from which he and his followers spread the Gospel in Daldiada and the
western islands. The churches subject to fona included Durrow and
Derry in Ireland, and initially Lindisfare.

Ninian (sth century), founder of Whithorn and apostle of the surround-
ing area, was a scholar, a traveller and an admirer of St Martin of Tours
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{d. 197), some of whose relics he may have brought to Scotland. The
identity of the southern Picts and the extent of his apostolate are disputed
{see ODS, s.v.}, Whithorn became a bishopric in ¢. 731

#. 148 The charismatic Columba, a characteristic example of Irish “pilgrimage
for Chaist’, was best known to the Middle Ages through the Life by
Adomnan (abbot of Iona 679~704) which records mainly his prophecies,
miracles and visions; but Bede did not know this work. The extent of
Columba’s apostolate has often been exaggerated; he should be con-
sidered the most important figure of the Irish in Scotland rather than as
the apostie of Scotland in any widespread sense. According to Adomnan
there were some Anglo-Saxon monks at fona in Cohumba's day before
597, (sece ODS, s.v.).

?. 149 Bede was describing lona custom, not the prevalent practice in Treland as
a whole. Evidence for this reveals a reality which was not uniform.
Owerall the bishops did not lose either their sacramental or their pastoral
roles, but were suliject to some temporal conirol by abbors, especially
where these acted as major secular rulers. See R. Sharpe, in Peritia i
(1984), 23070,

?. 150 What made Lindisfarne different from lona was that its raler from the
beginning was a bishop. It seems that an abbor or prior was the intermal
ruler of the monks, subordinate to the bishop {iv. 26). The choice of
Lindisfarne as the Northumbrian Sec appears most unsuitable for acces-
sibility and location, but intelligible because of its closeness to the royal
palace at Bamburgh. Bede's lyrical and idealized portrait of Aidan is best
understood if full weight is given to its contrast to ‘the apathy of our
times’, His followers lived presumably verey close 1o Lindistane if they
had really adopted the Latin psalter and the monastic fasts. Not much is
heard of Aidan in southern Northumbria. Bede's sources were part
tmonastic (Lindisfarnc?) and part royal (Yeavering?).

v. 153 Birinus (like Augustine and Paubinus) was conscerated bishop before
starting his apostolate. He too preached primarily to the king. Oswald’s
role in the gifi of Dorchester is one of confirmation by a bretwalda
looking for an ally against powerful Mercia. Dorchester had been a small

Roman town and was in an area of dense and early Anglo-Saxon
sertlerment. s vulnerability to Mercia as o border town together with
the consolidation of the Wessex monarchy at Winchester soon led to its
losing its pre-eminence. It was however revived as the bishopric of the
East Midlands in the carly tenth century.

r. 154 Agitbers, bishop of Dorchester 650-60, tock part in the synod of Whitby
(564) and was bishop of Paris 668—y0. He died and was buried at Jouarre,

See ODS, s.v.

?. 155 Faremotticr-ca-Bric was founded by St Fara . 617,

¥, 155 Bede surcly intended this statement to apply speciaily to monasteries for

where his fine tomb survives.
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women, as several had been founded for men. Anglo-Saxon nunneries
however generally developed as “double’ monastieres like Whitby, Ely,
Wimborne Minster and others, where there were separate enclosures for

men and women. The monks exercised priestly and educational functions
besides providing protection.

- 157 Ethelburga, Fursey (iii. 19), Etheldreda (iv. 19) and Guthbert (iv. 30) are

four saints whose bodies Bede claimed were incorrupt. Cuthbert’s is by
far the best documented: see AB, pp. 20-21; ODS, 5,v.

P61 Virgl: Aeneid i L.

b

P,

P.

P

P,

. 163 Acca, disciple and successor of Wilfrid as Bishop of Hexham, (706-31,

d. 737, was Bede's diocesan bishop, to whom he dedicated some
cxegetical works.

- 164 The spread of Oswald’s cult was caused partly by the very bratality of

his killing and dismemberment, a sign of his sacrificial killing to pagan
gods. His head went to Cuthbert's shrine at Lindisfarne, part of the body
t Bardney (later to Gloucester) and part was taken by Willibrord to
Frisia. This in turn led to churches being dedicated to him in Holland,
France, Swirzerland, Germany and North Italy,

168 Penda’s attack on Bamburgh would have been unknown but for this
passage describing Aidan's saintly powers. He mounted at least onc more
invasion before his disastrous confrontation with Oswy ar Winwaed (iii.
24). Aidan seems to have been the first to use the island of the Inner
Farne s 2 hermitage, but he was followed by Cuthbert {iv. 28),
Ethelwald (v. 1) Felgild (AB 100-01) and subsequently by scveral monks
from Durham.

17t The East Anghan kings’ reigns are iow dated as follows: Redwald (i,
15} d. ¢ 620; Barpwald, . 620-27, who was possibly succeeded by an
anknown pagan king: then Sigbert, 630-¢.650 who shared the rule with
Egric for a part or the whole of his reign: Egric died with him. Anna
suceeeded at an unknown date and died in 644: his daughters Etheldreda
and Sexburga (iv. 19) were abbesses of Ely, Ethelburga (q.v.) was
Abbess of Faremoltier, Withburga of Dereham was a recluse {not
mentioned by Bede) see ODS, s.v.

373 The monastery founded by Sigbert and Fursey was probably at Bargh
Castle, near Yarmouth, but in ¢. 651 it was desersed by the Irish: after
that date [rish influence in East Anglia ceased.

176 This was Lagny on the river Marne. Fursey’s cult was based on Péronne
in Picardy, long called Perrona Scottorum. There were other frish monas-

teries in France and Switzerland, some of them founded by Columbanus,
for whom see QDS, s.v.

. 175 Felix died in 647; Thomas in 652; Bertgils in 669. The Gyrwas' provinee

included parts of Northants, Hunts, Lines and Cambs.

177 The conversion of the Middle Angles (a sub-kingdom of Mercia in Lejes
and Northants) was an important development prepared (as in Kent and
Northumbria) by a royal marrisge. The place of Peada’s baptism was

369





image23.tiff
L 179

. 182

. 184

. 186

. 187

. 189

. 192

Bede’s history of England

Walbottle (Northumb. ). Bishop Dimuma {Diama) of the Middle Angles
was buried and venerated at Charlbury (Oxon). Cedd moved on o
Essex ¢. 653-64, when he took part in the Synod of Whitby (it 22 and
25).

'ﬂzis is Bradwell-on-Sea (Essex), where Cedd’s church, built in Kentish
style, survives modified but recognizable. His community presumably
formed a minster church, whose priests lived under an appropriate, pon~
monastic rule.

Hereditary succession 10 monasteries as family property was a deeply
rooted custom, sometimes protected by law, in both Germanic and Irish
society. 1t was not umiversal but it long remained in England and
clsewhere. Bede's lewer to Egbert (see below) presupposed it but
reformers like Wilfrid and Bencdict Biscop opposed it, as did Ethetwald
and others in the tenth century, See EHD 1, 864-49.

Described in biblical serms by Bede, this battle of the Winwaed was
decisive for the time in ending the Mercian military threat to Northum-
bria. Followed by the inappropriate rule of Mercia by Oswy and the
assassination of Peada, it is a reminder of the real violence of contempor-
ary life.

Whithy, 2 double monastery for nuns and monks ruled by an abbess,
was intended to be the burial place for the Northusbrian royal family.
Eanfled, Oswy’s widow, became Abbess until she was succeeded by her
daughter Aciffied, the friend of both Cuthbert and Wilfrid.

fnteresting architectural details about the church at Lindisfame precede
the long account of the Synod of Whitby. The fact that Rome’s most
intransigent supporter was the Irishman Ronan shows that the line-up
was not simply ‘Irish versus Roman’ but rather “Western Europe and
Southern Ireland versus Tona and its Irish satellires’.

The confusion between Dalfinus, count of Lyons and his brother
Annemundus, Archbishop of Lyons occurs in Eddius Life of Wilfrid,
from which Bede almost certainly copied it.

Streanaeshalch was the (ld English name for the place renamed Whitby
after the Viking invasion and seitlement there. Although always called
the synod of Whithy, it would be more accurately named the synod of
Streanaeshalch,

A similar argument had been used by the Irish controversialist Cummtarn,
when he wrote 1o Segene, Abbot of fona in ¢ 634: ‘Rome is mistaken;
Jerusalem is mistaken; Antioch is mistaken; the whole world is mistaken;
the Britons and the Irish alone hold the truth.” Epistola de controversia
paschali (PL bxxxvis, 974). Bede's account of this synod should be
compared with Eddius’ shorter but similar one in his Life of Wilfrid
{AB, pp. 14=16).

This is not so much an appeal to the historical Peter or 50 his relics, but
rather to the belief that Peter’s decisions were best known ip current
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controversies through the decisions of his successors, supported by the
whole Church, especially in the Councils. With the Petrine primacy
went Petrine approval of the "Roman’ Easter. The decision taken at
Whitby would bind all Northumbrians and subsequently through the
council of Hertford the whole Church of Anglo-Saxon England.
Differing styles of tonsure, itself a sign of dedication to God, became
concrete symbols of party loyalties. Roman clergy shaved the crown of
the head but left a circle of hair all round the head above the temples, in
memory of Christ’s crown of thorns. The Celtic clergy however shaved
the front of the head, but allowed the hair to grow in flowing locks
behind, Allegiance could be discemed at 2 glance. In the language of
coniroversy the first was attributed to St Peter, the second to Simon
Magus. Both claims are quite unhistorical, See also E. James, ‘Bede and
the Tonsure Question’, Peritia il (1984), 85-98.

Bede contrasted this with later practice in the Letter to Egbert, p. 344. It
seems that he rhetorically exaggerated some aspects of the poverty of
Lindisfarne: only a wealthy monastery could have produced the Lindis-
farne Gospels thirty-five years later. Its wooden buildings could have
been rich and extensive.

Egbert was the future reformer and monk of fona; see v, 22.

This was Chlotar 11, son of Clovis il, both of whom were concerned
with building and reforming monasteries.

This is usually interpreted as joint action by the bretwalda Oswy in
association with the local king of Kent. More subtle suggestions make
Bede read back from the papal letter to formulate his original statement.
Wulfhere, son of Penda, ruled Mercia 659—~74. Bede docs not mention
him among the bretwaldas (ii. s, but his attack on Egfrith was at the
head of a joint southern army (Eddius, ¢. 20, AB, pp. 126~7).

Theodore and his immediate successors exercised more authority than
fater archbishops of Canterbury, especially in the north. Bede presents
Theodare's episcopate as ideal because the Church was united under firm
government, learning flourished, dioceses were multiplied and two
councils were held, Bede’s account of Theodore is the only extended
near-contemporary one extant, but compare Eddius’ remarks in his Life
of Wilfrid (AB, pp. 15052}

Mayo was subsequently known as Mayo of the Saxons, whose monks
were praised by Alcuin as specially learned. Afrer Cotman’s death they
converted to Roman usage and their bishop claimed close association
with York,

The exclusively ecclesiastical Counci] of Hertford was the first of its kind
in England. It promulgated canons which were first approved by the
Council of Chalcedon and subsequently adopted in the West. There was
nothing original in them but they were amazingly appropriate to the
needs of the Church in England in 673. Nine out of the ten canons
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concerned the clergy, who were to be united in their celebration of
Easter (ch. 1, extending Whitby’s decision nationwide), aud o be just in
respecting the rights of both bishops and memasteries (chs. 36}, synods
should be held regularty at Clovesho and the number of dioceses
increased. The tenth canon on marriage reaffirms traditional belief and
practice, and gives no support to steming laxity o the so-called
Penitential of Theodore.

Theodore divided bishoprics in the same kingdom and took good care
fo avoid their having tertitory in more than one. He also made each
dincess territorial with a town as its centre rather than a kingdom: in this
way he made the new dioceses conform to the patiem of the older ones,
Canterbury and Rochester, and 1o that of the Western Church as a
whole,

heldreda {(Audrey) was one of the most famous saints of Anglo-Saxon
England. Bede’s account, whichk came partly from Wilfrid, should be
compared with that of Eddius in bis life of Willrid (AB, pp. 125-8).
Bede's interest in her was strong enough to be expressed i 2 poem i
her honour (iv. z0).

Sexburg had founded the nunmery of Minster-in-Sheppey. The sarcopha~
gus mentioned was Roman and came from Cambridge.

The following version reproduces the alphabetic acrostic with which
Bede adorns his tale, including his spelling of Christ with initial X (the
Greek letter chi) as in the familiac abbreviation Xmas. [t does not attempt
to imitate His elaborate device of repetitive half-lines, which makes the
hymn remarkable rather for ingenuity than poetic excellence.

“Theodore is here shown as a political mediator and also as an ecclestastic
proposing, like others since, the compensation of wergild instead of
bloadshed.

This chapter is of special interest because it tells us what could happen to
the wounded in battle; it reveals how hard it was for a pebleman o hide

his class; it relates to an incident probably inspired by Gregory's Dialogues
{iv. s9) but which would have appealed to believers in magic, whereby
physical bonds wese loosened whenever spiritual powers came into play;
it seveals the existence of Frisian merchants in London and shows Bede
including 2 miracle story at one remove from the reality.

As in the cases of Aidan, Theodore, Cacdmon and others, Bede's account
of Hilda represents virtaily all we can know about her.

The special tmportance Bede attached to this ropic is shown by the
elaborate biblical structure of the account. Both the skill and the wide
range of Caedmon’s poems made them a powerful aid e preaching; their
impact could be continuous through learning by heart, while their appeal
to a race familiar with poetry and music transcended all classes. Caedmon
adapted ancient themes and formulas to the revolutionary new ideas of
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Christianity, The disappointment for us is that none of Caedmon’s
poems have survived, but from the age of Bede we have the unique
poem The Dream of the Reod (ed. M. Swanton, 1970): this enables us to
glimpse what has been fost,

Ps. 65 (66, 5.

This was at Nechransmere (Donnichen, Forfar) in 685. Although Egfrid’s
attack on the Jrish was unproveked, that on the Picts was not. The victor
Bridei had expanded his power to the Orkneys and had refused to pay
tribute. Egfrid had already lost a battle to the Mercians in 679 which had
resulted in the loss of Lindsey. Cuthbert rightly wamed him about the
power of the Picts: Bede correctly regarded this battle as the end of
Northumbrian supremacy. Aldfrid, a well educated but illegitimate son
of Dswy by an Irish princess, revived Noxthumbrian fortunes in 2
smaller and move realistic territory. After the Forth was recognized as
the most viable frontier, relations between Picts and Northumbrians
were good (v. 21). Egfrid and Aldfrid were both benefactors to Wear-
mouth and Jarrow (AB, pp. 194 and 201); both quarrelled with Wilfrid
{AB pp. 151-53 and 170~73.

Viegil; Aeneid 1L, 169.

The last six chapters of this book are devoted to Cuthbert, the most
characteristic saint of Bede’s Northumbria; they also occur in manu-
scripts of Bede’s Life of Cuthbert (AB, pp. 41-102). The incorruption of
Cuthbert's body (iv. 30} led 1o the spread of his cult, a process increased
by the several translations of his relics 875-1104. See ODS, s.v.

Joha of Beverley, Bishop of Hezham from 687, Bishop of York 705-21,
ordained Bede deacon and priest. His miracles were recorded by Alcuin
a5 well as by Bede. Their varied character and frequent direct speech give
them special interest,

Ine {Ini} was powerful and important. His law code (EHD I, 364~72)
reveals a Christian society so well established that some breaches of
Church law met secoltar punishment; there are also passages which reveal
the existence of high-status Britons under Saxon rule. As a pilgrim to
Rome at the end of his life he was in the company of several other
Anglo-Saxon kings. He ruled from 688 to 726.

Chapters g—11 are devoted to the work of Anglo-Saxon missionaries
preaching among the Germanic tribes whence they had come: this longer
list should be compared with i. 15. Egbert’s plans seem to have veered
between an Irish “pilgrimage for Christ’ in voluntary exile and 2 more
direct pilgrimage to Rome. In fact he achieved ncither and was diverted
to lona.

Willibrord (658~739), 3 Yorkshireman who was educated by Wilfrid at
Ripon, went into voluntary exile on his departure, in Ireland for twelve
years. There he jomned Egbert and Wigbert. His consecration as Bishop
at Rome is recorded in his own hand in the Calendar of St Willibrord, He
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bloody plunder, beantilul ornavents,

shield and broad sword, shining helmets,
precious reasures. The guardians of the country
conquerad their locs,

had glorioushy
w0 the ancient enemy, on that battleficld,
cxecnted them with swords. Those who bad been
¢he most hateful of living men while alive
rested in their tracks, Then the entire nation,
the greatest of tribes, the proud braided-haired one
for the space of one month caeried and led
1o the bright city of Bethulia
helmets and hip-swords, grey corslets,
men's armour decorated with gold,

more ilustrions treasuves than any man

a0 among the wise could say.

Albof that was carned by the warriors' glory,

hold under the bauners and in batde

through the prudent counsel of Judith,

the daring maiden. The brave warriors

brought os her reward from that expedition

the sword of Holofernes and his gory helmet,

and Tikewise his ample mail-coat

adarned with red gold, and cverything that the arogant

lovd of wapriors owned by way of treasures or persoual heirlooms,

v rings and bright riches; they gave that to the bright

and ready-witted womar, For all of this Judith said

thanks to the Lord of hosts, who had given her honour

and glory in the kingdom of this carth, and also as her reward in
heaven,

the reward of v
faith

in the Almighty. Indecd, at the end she &id not doubt

in the reward which she had long yearned for, For thatbe glory

w0 the beloved Lord for ever and ever, who created wind and air,

the heavens and spacious carth, likewise the raging seas

and joys of heaven through his own individual grace.

she possessed true

alory, because

“tory fn heaven”

KING
§49-899

ALFRED

Prom the beginning of the ninth contury, the separate kingdoms of Hngland were
wihject to attack From Viling raiders. After 865 these raids developed into a (ull;wah'
ivsion, which led 1o the collapse of the principal English kingdoms except Wessex,
in the south. Under the rale of King Alfred (871-99), Wessex was itsell almost
defeated, but by 886 Alfred managed to conclude a treaty with the Danes that estab-
lished him as ruler of most of England south of the Humber. )
Unsatisfed with military victory alone, Alfred set about a cultural n(»xd educational
vefurm of what he saw as the decadent state of English Jearning. Whereas .»\ng.lo-
Saxon poctry had a Tong history before Alfred's reign, there was no corresponding
tradition of Old English prose, The “Pr eface to the Pustoral Care” offers the rationale

Prevace 1o THE Pasroran Cane /104
for Alfred’s program of prose transtations Trom Latin into Anglo-Saxon, and for the
educational reform he planned in order to exploit those translations. For Alfred, the
paer of a kingdom went hand in hand with the vigor of its leaming. He is acutely
aware; that learning can only flourish “if we have peace,” but no less aware that
learning will itself sustain that peace; kings in the past, he says, respected wisdom
and learning. Through the application of such wisdom they enfurged their wuthority
both at home and ‘abroad.

Apait from foreign invasion, ignorance of languages is, by Alfred’s account, the
main évemy of wisdom, For even before the Viking invasions, Alfred remembers a
time when the churches throughout England were full of books that too few were
capable of reading, Alfred’s solution to this decadent state of affairs is, in part, to
promote education in hoth English and Latin literacy. Educational institutions
also need teachers and hooks; accordingly, Alfred imported foreign scholars of
high standing, and promoted the production of texts in the English language.
While he desply respeeted Latin loarning, and clearly wanted to promote under-
standing of Latin, Alfred was not mesmerised by the status of that language itself.
I the “Preface” he ambitiously traces a “translation of studies,” by which he
marks the movement of learning from Greek to Roman centers, and from there to

other European nations, including England. Each nation translates key texts into
its Gwh language.

Rémarkably, Alfred wanted to present himself as, and very possibly was, actively
engaged in the translation of these works. Alfred’s bographer Asser tells us that, as
a boy, Alfred Jearned Anglo-Saxon poetry by heart, and that, as nn adult, he learned
to fead and translate Latin. Alfred commissioned others to translate some works {e.g.,
Gregory the Great's Dialogues, and, very possibly, bath a history of the world by
Otosius and Bede's Ecclesiastical History), but many others are presented as having
héew translated by Alfred himself. These are translations or renderings of the follow-
ing works: Gregory the Great's Pastoral Care; Augustine’s Soliloguies; Boethius's Cos
solation. of Philosophy; a hook of laws, and a prose version of the Psalms. Taken
together, these books offer access to a remarkable range of learning, Many (those ¢
Augustine, Orosius, Boethius, and Gregory) present key works of late Christian Antig-
uity, originally written between the early Bfth and late sisth centurie:
culture had adjusted to Chri
theé -classi

- Just as Roman
tanity in those centuries, so too did Alfred introduce
s of a wew Christianity, with many powarful echoes of ancient, pre-
Christian Platonic philosophy, to a recently pagan England. With the Eeclesiastical
History translation he may have commissioned, Anglo-Saxon read
very ‘sharp awarencs

s could develop a
of England's own rccent history. Whether Alfred really did
translate these works himsell we can never know. Certainly many of the additions
made to the original source (particularly jn the Bosthius translation) discuss the
préssures of kingship with great insight and personal intensity.

The “Preface to the Pastoral Care” presents us with the image of a king totally
committed to, and actively engaged in, learning. Alfred can sec "the fontprints” of
forrier lovers of knowledge. With his fong memery he is determined not to allow
recent forgetfulness and destruction to obscure those traces forever.

Preface to the Pastoral Care'

This Book i to' go fo Worcester
King Alfred sends greetings to Bishop Waetferth? with his loving and friendly
Wotds, and would declare to you that it has very often come to my mind what
wise men there were formerly throughout the

Inglish people, both in sacred

1 The translation is by Michael Swanton, Angls- 2.

Bishop of Warcester (873-913)
Stixar Prose (1993,




image26.tiff
110 4 Kivg Avenup

and in secular orders; and how there were happy times then throughout
England: and how the kings who had rule over the people in those days were
obedient to God and his messengers, and both maintained their peace and
their morality and their authority at home, and also enlarged their territory
abroad; and how they prospered both in warfare and in wisdom; and also how
zealous the sacred orders were both about teaching and about learning and
all the services which they had to perform for God; and how men from abroad
came here to this fand in search of knowledge and instruction, and how we
should now have to get them from abroad, if we were to have them. So com-
plete was its decay among the English people that there were very few this
side of the Humber who could comprehend their services in English, or even
translate a letter from Latin into English; and 1 imagine that there were not
many bevond the Humber.® There were so few of them that T cannot even
remember a single one south of the Thames when T succeeded to the kingdom.
Thanks be to Almighty God that wow we have any supply of teachers. And
therefore 1 command you fo do, as | believe you wish, that you disengage
yoursclf as often as you can from the af of this world, so that you can
apply the wisdom which God has given you wherever you are able to apply it.
think what punishments then came upon us in this world when we neither
loved it ourselves nor allowed it to other men——we loved only to be called
Christians, and vory few loved the virtues,

When 1 remembered all this, then 1 also remembered how, before it was all
ravaged and burnt, § had seen how the churches throughout all England stoad
filled with treasures and hooks, and there was also a great multitude of God’s
servants—they had very little henefit from those books, because they could
not understand anything of them, since they were not written In their own
Tunguage. As if they had said: “Our forefathers who formerly held these places
toved knowledge, and through it they acquired wealth and left i to us. One
can see their footprints here still, but we cannot follow after them and
therefore we have now lost both the wealth and the knowledge because we
would not hend our mind to that course.” When [ remembered all this, then
1 wondered greatly at those good wise men who formerly d throughout
the English people and had fully studied all those books, that they did not
wish to translate any part of them into their own langnage. But then 1 imme-
distely answered myself and saidi “They did not imagine that men should ever
hecome so careless and learning so decayed; they refrained from it by intention
and hoped that there would be the greater knowledge in this fand the more

s

languages we knew.”

Then 1 remembered how the Taw was fivst found in the Hebrew language,
and afterwards, when the Grecks learned i, they translated it all into their
own language, and all the other books as well. And afterwards in the same
way the Bomans, when they had Jearned them, they transiated them all into
their awn language through learned interpreters. And all other Cliristian
nations also translated some part of them into the
it seems better to me, n1s 50 10 you, that we also should translate certain
books which are mast necessary for all men to know, into the language that
we can all understand, and also arrange it, as with God's help we very easily
can if we have peace, so that all the youth of free men now among the English

awn language. Therefore

3. Fhe Rives Mumber was the boundary between the Choistian south and the as get predominantly pagan

north. which was sccapicd by Danish invaders

Toe Wanperer /[ 11}

péople; whes have the means to be able to devote themselves to it, may be set
to'study for as long as they ave of no other use, until the time they are able to
read English writing well; afterwards one may teach further in the Latin lan-
guage those whom onc wishes to promote to holy orders.

Then when T remembered how the knowledge of Latin had previously
decayed throughout the English people, and yet many could read English writ-
ing, I'began amidst other various and manifold cares of this kingdom to trans-
late irito English the book which is called Pastoralis in Latin and ‘Shepherd's
Book'.in English, sometimes word for word, sometimes in a paraphrase, as 1
iearned it from my archbishop Plegmund,® and my bishop As
Grimbold® and my pri

r,* and my priest
st John” When | had learned i, I translated it into
English as | understood it and as [ could interpret it most intelligibly; and 1
will send one'to every bishopric in my kingdom; and in each there will be ;
hook-marker worth fifty mancuses.® And in the name of God I command that
no one remove the buok-marker from the book, nor the bock from the minster;
it'is uncertain how long there may be such learned bishops, as now, thanks
be to God, there are almost everywhere; therefore 1 desire that they should
always lie-at that place, unless the bishop want to have it with him, or it be
anywhere on foan, or anyone be copying it.

4. Arehbishop of Canterbury (890-914).

4 8. A marcus is o unit of weight equivalent to the
5. Bishop of Shethorne (ca. R92-909), |

hop o ; weight of thirty sifver pence. It is tempting to
61" A Frankish mank from §1, Omer. regard the well-known gold. crystal, and enamel
7. A cantinental Saxon, made Abhot of Athelney Affred jewel Fornd ar Athelney in 1693 as the hearl
by Alired. of anc of these ohjucts.

THE WANDERER

The fament of The Wanderer is an excellent example of the elegi
in-Old English poctry.
which Anglo-S

c moad so commeon
he loss of a lord, of companions in arms, of a mead hall {(in
axom lile realized itself to the full) are themes that enhance the mel-
ancholy tone of Beowulf as they are the emotional basis for such a poen as the present
one. But nowhere more poignantly expressed than in The Wanderer is the loncliness
of the.exile in search of 2 new Inrd and hall; this is what Beowulf's father, £
would have suffered, had it not been For Hrothgar's hospitality. To the wretched
seeker all weathet is wintry, for nature seems to conspive to match a man's mood as
e moves over the water from onc land to another, yearning for a home and kin to
replace those vanished ones that siill ill his thoughts.

As s true of most Old English elegiac laments, both the language and the structure
of The Wanderer are difficult. At the beginning the speaker (whom the poet identifics
as an “earth-walker”) voices hope of finding comfort after his many teibulations. After
the poet's interruption, the wanderer continues to speak—1to himself—of his long
seatch for anew home, describing how he must keep his thoughts lacked within him
while he makes his search. But these thoughts form the most vivid and moving part
of his solifoquy-—how, floating on the sea, dazed with sorrow and fatigue, he imagines
that he sees his old companions, and how, as e wakens o reality, they vanish over
the water like seabirds, The second part of the poem, beginning with the seventh
paragraph (“Therefore I cannot think why . . "), expands the theme from one man to
all human beings in 2 world wasted by war and time, and the speaker draws philo-
sophical implications from his harsh experiences (presumably now in the past). He
derives such cold comfort as he can from asking the old question Ubi sunt?

gtheow,

where
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of our most pious Lord and Emperor Maurice Tiberius Augus-
tus, and the eighteenth year after his Consulship: the fourth
indiction.

CHAPTER 29: Gregory sends Augustine the pallium, a letter, and
several clergy [A.D. 601}

HEARING from Bishop Augustine that he had a rich harvest
but fow 1o help him gather it, Pope Gregory sent with his
envoys several colleagues and clergy, of whom the principal and
most outstanding were Mellitus, Justus, Paulinus, and Rufini-
anus. They brought with them everything necessary for the
worship and service of the Church, including sacred vessels,
altar coverings, church ornaments, vestments for priests and
clergy, relics of the holy Apostles and martyrs, and many
books.* Gregory also sent a letter to Augustine, telling him that
he had dispatched the pallivm to bim, and giving him directions
on the appointment of bishops in Britain. This letter runs as
follows:

“To our most reverend and holy brother and fellow-bishop
Augustine: Gregory, servant of the servants of God.

‘While Almighty God alone can grant His servants the
ineffable joys of the kingdom of heaven, it is proper that we
should reward them with earthly honours, and encourage them
by such recognition to devote themseves to their spiritual
labours with redoubled zeal. And since the new Church of the
English bas now, through the goodness of God and your own
efforts, been brought to the grace of God, we grant you the
privilege of wearing the pallium in that Church whenever you
perform the solemnitics of the Mass. You are to consecrate
twelve bishops in different places, who will be subject to your
Jjurisdiction: the bishop of the city of London will thenceforward
be consecrated by his own synod, and will receive the honour
of the pallium from this apostolic See which, by divine decree,
we at present occupy. We wish you also to send a bishop of
your own choice to the city of York, and if that city with the

Q0

Pope Gregory's letter to Mellitus {L.30

adjoining territory accepts the word of God, this bishop is to
consecrate twelve other bishops, and hold the dignity of Met-
ropolitan. If we live to see this, we intend to grant him the
pallium also, but he is to remain subject to your authority, After
your death, however, he is to preside over the bishops whom
he has consecrated and to be wholly independent of the Bishop
of London. Thenceforward, seniority of consecration is to
determine whether the Bishop of London or York takes pre-
cedence; but they are to consult one another and take united
action in all matters concerning the Faith of Christ, and take and
execute all decisions without mutual disharmony.

“You, my brother, are to exercise authority in the Name of
our Lord and God Jesus Christ both over those bishops whom
you shall consecrate, and any who shall be consecrated by the
Bishop of York, and also over all the British bishops. Let Your
Grace's words and example show them a pattern of right belief
and holy life, so that they may execute their office in right belief
and practice and, when God wills, artain the kingdom of heaven.
God keep you safe, most reverend brother.

‘Dated the twenty-second of June, in the nineteenth year of
our most pious Lord and Emperor Maurice Tiberius Augustus,
and the nineteenth after his Consulship: the fourth indiction.”

CHAPTER 30: A copy of the letter sent by Pope Gregory to Abbot
Mellitus on his departure for Britain [A.D. 601]

WHEN these messengers had left, the holy father Gregory
sent after them letters worthy of our notice, which show
most clearly his unwearying interest in the salvation of our
nation. The letter runs as follows:

‘To our well loved son Abbot Mellitus: Gregory, servant of
the servants of God.

‘Since the departure of those of our fellowship who are
bearing you company, we have been seriously anxious, because
we have received no news of the success of your journey.
Therefore, when by God’s help you reach our most reverend

g1
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brother, Bishop Augustine, we wish you to inform him that we
have been giving careful thought to the affairs of the English,
and have come to the conclusion that the temples of the idols
among that people should on no account be destroyed. The
idols are to be destroyed, but the temples themselves are to be
aspersed with holy water, altars set up-in them, and relics
deposited there.* For if these temples are well-built, they must
be purified from the worship of demons and dedicated to the
service of the true God. In this way, we hope that the people,
seeing that their temples are not destroyed, may abandon their
ervor and, focking more readily to their accustomed resorts,
may come to know and adore the true God. And since they
have a custom of sacrificing many oxen to demons, let some
other solemnity be substituted in its place, such as a day of
Dedication or the Festivals of the holy martyrs whose relics are
enshrined there. On such occasions they might well construct
shelters of boughs for themselves around the churches that were
once temples, and celebrate the solemnity with devout feasting.
They are no longer to sacrifice beasts to the Devil, but they may
kil them for food to the praise of God, and give thanks to the
Giver of all gifts for the plenty they enjoy. If the people are
allowed some worldly pleasures in this way, they will more
readily come to desire the joys of the spirit. For it is certainiy
impossible to eradicate all errors from obstinate minds at one
stroke, and whoever wishes to climb to a mountain top climbs
gradually step by step, and not in one leap. It was in this way
that the Lord revealed Himself to the Israelite people in Egypt,
permitting the sacrifices formerly offered to the Devil to be
offered thenceforward to Himself instead. So He bade them
sacrifice beasts to Him, so that, once they became enlightened,
they might abandon one element of sacrifice and retain another.
For, while they were to offer the same beasts as before, they
were to offer them to God instead of to idols, so that they
would no longer be offering the same sacrifices. Of your
kindness, you are to inform owr brother Augustine of this
policy, so that he may consider how he may best implement it
on the spot. God keep you safe, my very dear son.

Q2

Pope Gregory warns Augustine not to boast L3z

‘Dated the seventeenth of June, in the ninctecnth year of the
reign. of vur most pious Lord and Emperor Maurice Tiberius

Augustus, and the cighteenth after his Consulship: the fourth
indiction.’

CHAPTER 31: Pope Gregory writes fo Augustine, warning him not
t0 boast of his achievements [A.D. 601}

AT the same time, hearing that Augustine had performed
miracles, Pope Gregory sent him a letter in which he warned
him not to fall into the peril of pride on this account. He wrote:

‘My very dear brother, 1 hear that Almighty God has worked
great wonders through you for the nation which He has chosen.
Therefore let your feeling be one of fearful joy and joyful fear at
God’s heavenly gifts — joy that the souls of the English are being
drawn through outward miracles to inward grace; fear lest the
frail mind becomes proud because of these wonderful events.
For when it reccives public recognition, it is liable to fall through
senseless conceit. We should remember how the disciples
returned from their preaching full of joy, and said to their
heavenly Master: ‘Lord, even the devils are subject unto us, through
thy name.” But they received the prompt rejoinder: ‘In this rejoice
not. But rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.” For
when the disciples rejoiced at these miracles, they were thinking
of their transitory personal joy; but Christ recalled them from
personal to universal, and from transitory to eternal joy, saying:
‘In this rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” For God’s
chosen do not all work miracles, yet the names of all are written
in heaven. For those who are disciples of the truth should rejoice
only in that good thing which they share with all men, and
which they shall enjoy for ever.

‘Finally, dearest brother, in all the outward actions which by
God’s help you perform, always strictly examine your inner
dispositions. Clearly understand your own character, and how
much grace is in this nation for whose conversion God has given
you the power to work miracles. And if you remember that
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you have ever offended our Creator by word or action, let the
memory of your sin crush any temptation to pride that may
arise in your heart. And bear in mind that whatever powers to
perform miracles you have reccived or shall reccive from God
are entrusted to you solely for the salvation of your people.”

CHAPTER 321 Pope Gregory sends letters and gifts to King Ethelbert
{a.p. 6or}

P opE Gregory also sent a letter to King Ethelbert with many
gifts of different kinds, wishing to bestow carthly honours
on this king who by his exertions and zeal, and to his great joy,
had been brought to knowledge of heavenly glory. A copy of
this letter follows.

“To our excellent son, the most glorious King Ethelbert, King
of the English: the Bishop Gregory.

“The reason why Almighty God raises good men to govern
nations is that through them He may bestow the gifts of His
mercy on all whom they rule. We know that this is so in the case
of the English nation, over whom you reign so gloriously, so that
by means of the good gifts that God grants to you He may bless
your people as well. Therefore, my illustrious son, zealously
foster the grace that God has given you, and press on with the task
of extending the Christian Faith among the people committed to
vour charge. Make their conversion your first concern; suppress
the worship of idols, and destroy their shrines; raise the moral
standards of your subjects by your own innocence of life, encour-
aging, warning, pcrsuading, correcting, and showing them an
example by your good deeds. God will most surely grant you His
rewards in heaven if you faithfully proclaim His Name and truth
upon earth; and He whose honour you seek and uphold among
your peoples will make your own name glorious to posterity.

‘So it was that the devout Emperor Constantine in his day
turned the Roman State from its ignorant worship of idols by his
own submission to our mighty Lord and God Jesus Churist, and
with his subjects accepted Him with all his heart. The resultis that
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his glorious reputation has excelled that of all his predecessors,
and he has outshone them in reputation as greatly as he surpassed
them in good works. Now, therefore, let Your Majesty make all
speed to bring to your subject princes and peoples the knowledge
of the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, so that your own
merit and repute may excel that of all the former kings of your
nation. And when you have thus cleansed your subjects from
their sins, you will bear the load of your own sins with greater
confidence before the judgement scat of God.

*Our most reverend brother Bishop Augustine has been trained
under monastic Rule, has a complete knowledge of holy scripture,
and, by the grace of God, is a man of holy life. Therefore I beg
you to listen to his advice ungrudgingly, follow it exactly and
store it carcfully in your memory; for if you listen to him when he
speaks in God’s name, God himself will listen more readily to the
prayers he utters on your behalf. But if you ignore his advice —
which God forbid — and disregard him when he speaks for God,
how should God pay attention when he speaks for you? Work
sincercly and wholcheartedly with him in fervent faith, and
support his efforts with all the strength God has given you, so that
you may receive a place in the kingdom of Christ, whose Faith
you profess and uphold in your own realm.

“We would also have Your Majesty know what we have
learned from the words of Almighty God in holy Scripture, that
the end of this present world is at hand and the everlasting
kingdom of the Saints is approaching. When the end of the
world is near, unprecedented things occur — portents in the sky,
terrors from heaven, unseasonable tempests, wars, famines,
pestilences, and widespread earthquakes. Not all these things
will happen during our own lifetimes, but will all ensue in due
course. Therefore, if any such things occur in your own
country, do not be anxious, for these portents of the end are
sent to warm us to consider the welfare of our souls and
remember our last end, so that, when our Judge comes, He may
find us prepared by good lives. I have mentioned these matters
in this short letter, my illustrious son, in the hope that as the
Christian Faith grows more strong in your kingdom, our
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