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raa behinon sw waes), ond his gefargene warun., Ond he for ymb ane niht of pam wicum to Igles,

ond pas ymb ane o Epandune; ond bar gefeabe wib alne bone here ond hiene gefliemde, ond
J : 1§ ' k=l E

him ateer vad oppaet gewcore, ond paer s xiiii nihe, Ond pa salde se here him foregislas ond

micle apas peee hie of his rice uuoldon; ond him' eac geheton paee hiera kyning fulwihee onfon
wolde: ond hie bt gelascon swa. Ond paes ymb 1t wiecan com se cyning to bim Godrum, pritiga

25 sum para monna e in pam here weorpuste wieron @t Alre, ond et s wip Ebelingga-—eige;

ond his se cyning peer onfeng wt fulwihte,

ond his crismlising was @t Webmor. Ond he was

xii niht mid pam cyninge; ond he hine miclum ond his geferan mid feo weordude.

TrE REIGN OF APELSTAN AND T Bariir or Bru

The following text covers annals g2 to gqo of 1h

Anglo-Saxan €

Wessex, grandson of Alfred. This past of the Chronicle

is probably best known for ies inclusion of the heroic

pocn The Batrle of Brananburh, 10 survives in four of

the manuscripes chat make up the collecrive Auglo-

Seaxon Chrozicle; the version below is Irom Manuscripe
A, "he Parker Chronicle’, folios 26 recto to 27 recto.
The poem, which forms the annal entry for 937, is
written as prose in the manuseript but a single point is

usually placed after half-lines; here, it is edired as verse.

The major scholarly edition of the poetic texe is that of

AL Campbell, The Batrle of Brawanburh.” Campbell terms
rhe poem and the other surviving poems contained in
the Chraniele maruscripts as panegyrics upon royal per-

sons, arising out of the commemoration of cvents in

ranicle, the reign of King Adelsran of

NBURH

which they were concerned”.” The poet cerrainly lauds
his English protagonists and glorifies cheir abilities as
warriors to the detriment of the Norse opponents, who
are made to appear somewhat cowardly in their recreat
ro Irefand; and whose fragmentacion and loss is em-
phasized by the anity of the rejoicing brothers' return
to Wessex, Many typical morifs of Old Bnglish heroic
poctry are incorporated inco this poem, from the
vocabulary of weaponry to the depiction of the enjoy-
ment of the birds and beasts of battle of cheir gruesome
prey. The author of the prose Chronicle account that
sirrounds the poemn is noticeably conerolled in his praise
of the king, preferring to creare a sense of objecrivity
and historical reseraint: che poem is che more effective

preciscly because of its contexe.

The Reign of Aidelstan and The Battle of Brunanburh

924 Her Badweard cing forpferde, ond Apelstan his sunu feng o rice. Ond Sancee Dunstan

weard akanned, ond Wulfelm feng to pan arcebiscoprice on Canruarebyri.

931 Her mon hadode Byrnstan bisccop to Wintanceastre .iiii. kalendas Junii, ond he heold

pridde heall gear bisceopdom.

5 932 Her torpferde Frypescan bisceop.

933 Her for Apelstan cyning in on Scotland, @gper ge mid landhere ge mid scyphere, ond

his micel ofethergade. Ond Byrnstan bisceop forpferde on Wintanceastre to Omnium Sanctorum

934 Her feng Alfheah bisceop o bisccopdome.

6 A Caspbell, ed., The Butrle of Bramanburk (London, 1928).

Ihid., p. 37
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And at Baster, King Aifred with a small troop built a fortified dwelling ac Acthelney; and from that
fort they were fighting against the Viking army, with the belp of the men of Somerset who were
fiéarest.

Then in the seventh weck afrer Baseer Ailfred rode to Begbert’s Stone, east of Selwood. And then all
those of Somerset and those of Wileshire and Hampshire (the part on this side of the sea) came o
meet him there and were glad of his coming. And one day after this, he went from that camp o
Island Wood, and about one day later to Edingron; and there he fought againste the entire Viking
force, and pur it to flight, and rode after it up to the fort, and besicged them there for fourteen days.
And then the Viking army gave him hostages and great oaths that they would go from his kingdom;
and they also promised that ctheir king would receive baptism; and chey carried out just that. And
about three weeks later, King Godrum came to him, one of thirty of the men who were the most
worthy in the Viking army, at Aller (and that is near Athelney); and the king received him at baptism
there; and his removal of the baptism robe was at Wedmore. And he stayed twelve days with the
king, and he greatly honoured him and his companions with property.

The Reign of Aidelstan and Lhe Baitle of Brunanburk

924 In this year King Bdward died, and Apelstan his son succeeded to the kingdom. And
Saint Dunstan was born, and Wulfelm succeeded to the archbishopric of Canterbury.

931 In this year Byrnstan was conscerated bishop of Winchester on 29 May, and he held that
see for two and a half years.
5 932 In chis year Bishop Frypestan died.

933 In chis year King Aipelstan went into Scotland with both an army and a fleet, and
ravaged much of ic. And Bishop Byrnstan died in Winchester on All Saints’ Day.

934 In chis year Bishop Alfheah succeeded to the see [of Winchester].
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Her Apelstan cyning,  eorla drvhien,
beorna beahgifa, ond his bropor eac,
Fadmund apeling,  ecaldorlangne rir
geslogon @t sweee  sweorda ecgum

vmbe Brunnanburh. Bordweal clufan,
heowan heapolinde hamora lafan,

afaran Badweardes, swa im geapele wies
from cneomegum, et hi @ campe oft
wib lapra gehwiene  land ealgodon,

hord ond hamas. Hetrend crungun
Sceotta teoda  ond scipforan

fwge {collan.  Feld dwnnede

secgas hwate, sidpan sunne up

on morgentid; mare tungol

wlad ofer grundas, Godes condel beorhr,
eces Dirihines,  od sio apele gesceaft

sah to setle. bar feg secg maenig
garum agered,  guma norperna

ofer saild scoren; swilce Scitrise eac,
werig, wiges sad, Wesseaxe tord
mdlongne deg eorodeistum

on last legdun lapum beodum,
heowan herefleman hindan pearle

ndon

mecum IU»\’](WlS('L‘iiI‘])&\il. :\,i CONe W

heeardes hondplegan haclepa nanum

v

pa mid Anlate ofer wra gebland

on hides bosme  land gesohrun,
fivge to gefeohre, Fife legun

; &
sweordum aswefede swilce seofene eac

on pam campstede,  cyninges giunge,
corlas Anlafes, unrim heriges,

Hotarr ond Sceorta. Puer geflemed weard
Nordmanna bregu,  nede gebeded,

to hides stefne liele weorode;

cread cnear on flot, CYRIng ut gewat

on fealene fAod: feorh generede.

Swilce per eac se froda roid Heame com
on hus cyppe nord, Costontins,

bar hilderine, hreman ne borfee

MEcan gemanan; he waes his miega sceard,

lreonda gefylled on folestede,

beslagen we swece: ond his sunu forlet
on weelstowe  wundun fergrunden,
giungne @t gude.  Gelpan ne porfre
beorn blandenfeax bilgeslehres,

cald inwidda, ne Anlaf by ma;

mid heora herelatum  hiehhan ne borfrun
bt heo beaduweorca beteran wuardun
on campstede  cumbolgehnasees,
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In this year King Abelstan, lord of warriors,

ring-giver of men, and also his brother,

atheling Edmund, obtained erernal glory

by fighting in batcle wich the edges of swords

around Brunanburh. They splic the shield-wall,

cuc down the lime-shields with the remnpants of hamrmers,”
Edward’s offspring, as was natural for them

because of cheir ancestors, that they should often defend
their land, at bactle against every enemy,

treasure and homes. The enemies perished,

the people of the Scots and the sailors

fell doomed. The field was darkencd

with the blood of warriors, afcer the sun rose

in the morning time; the glorious heavenly body

glided over the land, the bright candle of God
of the eternal Lord, until thar noble creature

sank in setting. Therc lay many a warrior

destroyed by spears, men of the north

shot above the shield; likewise the Scottish o0,
weary, sated with war, The West Saxons went forward
the whole length of the day with the troops,

pressed on in the track of the hosrile people,”

cut down fugitive soldiers severely from behind

with file-sharpencd swords. The Mercians did not refuse
hard bacele to any of the heroes

who with Anlaf over the turmoil of the seas

in the ship’s bosom soughe land,

doomed in bacele. Five lay

on the battlefield, young kings,

put to sleep by swords; similarly another seven

jarls of Anlaf, a countless number of the army,

sailors and Scots. There, put to Hight,

was the prince of the Norsemen, compelled by force
into the prow of the ship wich a small [roop;

the ship was driven onto warer, che king sailed our
onto the fallow sea: he saved his life,

Likewise there too the old Costontinus

with flight came into his norchern nacive land:

this grey-haired warrior had no cause to exult

in the mecting of swords; he was deprived of kinsmen,
of friends, killed on the batclefield,

deprived by the serife; and he lefe his son

on the slaughter-field ground down by wounds,

young in batele. The grey-haired warrior

had no reason to boast there of the sword-clash,

the old wicked man, no more than did Anlaf;

with their remnant of an army they had no cause to rejoice
that they would be the better in deeds of war

on the battlefield in che clash of banners,

in the meeting of spear

, in the confrontation of men,

9O As Campbell, Buitle of Bruomonbinds, . 105
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in the hostile encounter, when they played on the slaughter-field

wapehgewrixle bas hi on welfel & with Bdward’s descendants
60 wip Badweardes  afaran plegodan. T : : :
‘,‘ . ) Loy Then the Norsemen deparced in nailed ships,
Gewitan him pa Norpmen  nagledencarcum, mournful survivors of socars. i Dingesmere
. ) . urnful survivors of spears, into Dingesmere
dreorig darada laf, on Dingesmere over dese szt w6 seele Dokl
ofer deop weter  Difelin secan . i Bl B o ’
L efe Uiraland 7 | ? and Ireland again, ashamed.
ond eft Hiraland, rwiscmode, : : o
) Siles | ; - ‘ ; 3 Likewise, both brothers together,"
O35 DWilce pa gebroper DEGCN RISAMNC, . . R . .
< il c ‘ ’ the king and the prince, sought their native land,
cyning ond apeling,  cyppe sohron. “ : . - .
o o . the country of the West Saxons, exultanr in barcle.
Wesseaxena land, wiges hremige. They lefc hehind che oy the ¢
1 hirn beh; - ) I'hey left behind them to enjoy the corpses
ctan him behindan hrew bryttian the dark-coared one. the black raven
saluwigpadan,  bone sweartan hraefi, i ) ’ -
] Inebl : ; 1 76 the horny-beaked one, and the dun-coated one,
70 hyrnednebban, md pane hasewanpadan P> : : .
Y F { o }(g( tasEwan padan, the eagle, white from behind, to enjoy the carrion,
earn @fran hwic ases brucan : - :
o ey o the greedy bird of war, and the grey animal,
gradigne gushatoc, ond pat graege deor, oar Tocer ) . . - R
= : - the wolf in the wood. Never was there a greater slanghre
wulf on wealde. Ne weard weel mare oif preopls Rl o s lun -
on pis eiglande  wfer gicra , .
" | g e 75 by the sword’s edge, even up until now
75 folces gefylled  beforan pissum or before this. of which books
sweordes ecgum,  pas be us secgad bec, el us. sis {‘ %L()m the east )
N i ateied (O Cas
;‘Mb; uG\v{minL HHM? gasudh Julder the Angles and Saxons arrived up
ingle ond Seaxe  up becoman - o
p & bead 1 Rf | g over the broad seas to seek Britain,
ofer brad brimu 3rytenc sohtan,
& : . o - 80 proud warmongers, they overcame the Welsh,
S wlance wigsmipas Weealles ofercoman,

noble warriors, eager for glory, they conquered the counrry,
corlas athwate  eard begearan. ’
940 In this year King Apelstan died on 27 October about forty years less one night alter

940 Her Abelstan cyning fordferde on vi kalendas smbris . o ; ‘ . e ; g ; ;s
74 ! yning erde on vi kalendas Novembris ymbe xl wintra butan ante King Allfred dicd, and Prince Edmund succeeded to the kingdom, and he was then eighteen

nihr paes pe Alfred cyning forpferde, ond Fadmund epeling feng to fice, ond he wees ba xviii . : ; - : :
: ! yoing. for] ’ ‘ | & rehg :  waes years old. And King Bbpelstan reigned for fourreen years and ren weeks. Wulfelm was archbi-

wintre. Ond Apelstan cyning rixade xiiii gear ond x wucan. Pa was Wulfelm arcebiscop on ' e :
I YRIOg e ¢ 4 Wi A 5C0] shop of Canterbury at the time.

Cantwarebyri.

10" Abelstan and Edmund
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In this year King AEbelstan, lord of Warriors,
ring-giver of men, and also his brother,

atheling Edmund, obtained eternal glory

by fighting in battle wich the edges of swords

around Brunanburh. They split the shield-wall,

cut down the lime-shields with rthe remnancs of hammers,”
Edward’s offspring, as was narural for chem

because of their ancestors, that they should often defend
their land, at bactle against every eneruy,

treasure and homes. The enemies perished,

the people of the Scots and the sailors

fell doomed. The field was dackened

with the blood of warriors, after the sun rosce

in the morning time; the glorious heavenly body
glided over the land, the bright candle of God,

of the eternal Lord, until thar noble creature

sank in secting. There Jay many a warrior

destroyed by spears, men of the north

shot above the shield; likewise the Scottish oo,

weaty, sated with war, The Wese Saxons went forward
the whole length of the day with che €roops,

pressed on in the track of the hostile people,”

cut down fugitive soldiers severely from hehind

with file-sharpenced swords. The Mercians did not refuse
hard battle to any of the heroes

who with Anlaf over the turmoil of the seas

in the ship’s bosom sought tand,

doomed in battle. Five lay

on the bactleficld, young kings,

put to sleep by swords; similarly another seven

jarls of Anlaf, a countless number of the army,

sailors and Scots. There, put to Hight,

was the prince of the Norsemen, compelled by force
into the prow of the ship with a small troop;

the ship was driven onto water, the king sailed our
onto the fallow sea: he saved his life.

Likewise there too the old Costontinus

with flight came into his northern nacive land;

this grey-haired warrior had no cause to exult

in the mecting of swords; he was deprived of kinsmen,
of friends, killed on the battlefield,

deprived by the strife; and he lefe his son

on the shughter-field ground down by wounds,

young in battle. The grey-haired warrior

bad no reason to hoast there of the sword-clash,

the old wicked man, no more than did Anlaf;

with their remnant of an army they had no cause to rejoice
that they would be the better in deeds of war

on the battlefield in cthe clash of banners,

in the meeting of spears, in the confrontation of men,

0 As Carpbell, Bastle of Bromanbirh, . 155
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in the hostile encounter, when they played on the slaughter-field
with Edward’s descendants.

Then the Norsemen departed in nailed ships,
mournful survivors of spears, into Dingesmere
over deep water to seek Dublin,

and Ireland again, ashamed.

Gs Likewise, both brothers togecher,'”
the king and the prince, sought their native land,
the country of the West Saxons, exultant in battle.
They left behind them to enjoy the corpses
the dark-coated one, the black raven,

70 the horny-beaked one, and the dun-coated one,
the eagle, white from behind, to enjoy the carrion,
the greedy bird of war, and the grey animal,

the wolf in the wood. Never was there a greater slanghrer
of people killed on this island
75 by the sword’s edge, even up until now
or before this, of which books
tell us, since from the east
the Angles and Saxons arrived up
over the broad seas to seek Britain,
8o proud warmongers, they overcame the Welsh,
noble warriors, eager for glory, they conquered the country.

940 In this year King Apelstan died on 27 October about forty years less one night after
King Ailfred died, and Prince Edmund succeeded to the kingdom, and he was then eighteen
years old. And King Apelstan reigned for fourteen years and ten weeks. Wulfelm was archbi-
shop of Canterbury at the time.

10" Eelstan and Edmund
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